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ZShe   "Present  is  the   "Best  Time. 

There  is  only  one  opportunity  each  year  of  getting  advertise- 
ments in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary.  It  occurs 
NOW.  The  advertisements  in  the  Diary  will  foster  business 
every  business  day  in  1908.  They  do  this  with  double  effect, 
seeing  that  the  announcements  are  carefully  analysed  by  our 
staff  and  every  item  in  them  goes  to  form  a  Buyers'  Guide, 
which  tells  buyers  where  to  buy.  This  enhances  the  value  of 
the  advertisements  and  brings  business  to  advertisers  all  the 
year  round.  We  recommend  all  business  houses  and  manu- 
facturers to  secure  space  in  the  Diary  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  Colonial  and  foreign  circulation  of  the  C.  <£  D.  necessi- 
tates our  closing  for  press  early  in  November,  as  the  Diary  is 
presented  free  to  every  subscriber  to  the  C.  cfc  D.,  and  we  like 
everyone  to  get  it  before  the  new  year.  This  means  early 
dispatch  from  London,  but  to  advertisers  this  is  good  business, 
for  the  C.  &  D.  Colonial  and  foreign  subscribers  form  one  of 
the  most  important  buying  clienteles  in  the  world.  Address 
the  Publisher,  as  above. 


Summary. 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance 
what  has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "  Contents  "  in 
the  first  column. 


The  Pass  Lists  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
are  given  on  p.  600. 

The  "Burgundy"  question  is  practically  settled;  a  certifi- 
cate of  origin  is  to  be  used  on  each  bottle  (p.  607). 

The  Australian  Bill,  dealing  with  patent  medicines,  is 
not  to  require  revelation  of  their  composition  (p.  616). 

Henry  Squire,  Ltd.,  was  mentioned  to  Mr.  Justice  Joyce  on 
October  12,  and  a  receiver  and  manager  appointed  (p.  609). 

A  New  Edition  of  the  Swiss  Pharmacopoeia  has  been  pub- 
lished. Mr.  T.  Hannay  gives  some  particulars  about  it  on 
p.  617. 

Threats  in  regard  to  infringement  of  patents  are  not 
always  safe,  the  1883  Act  providing  for  injunctions  respecting 
them  (p.  606). 

Mr.  Justice  Neville  considers  that.  Dodd's  Drug-stores, 
Ltd.,  have  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  a  Court  order  respecting 
Mr.  Jefferson  Dodd's  rights  (p.  606). 

"  Mazit  "  provided  Lord  Coleridge  with  one  of  his  first 
cases  as  a  Judge  of  the  High  Court.  It  was  the  story  of  a 
proprietary-medicine  venture  (p.  606). 

The  Australian  Customs  Duty  on  preparations  containing 
opium  has  now  been  restored  to  the  old  tariff  basis.  We  have 
received  an  official  letter  on  the  subject,  which  is  printed  on 
p.  614. 

A  Substantial  Advance  in  the  price  of  German  alcohol  is 
announced  by  the  Berlin  "  ring,"  their  quotations  being  now 
about  Id.  per  proof  gal.  above  those  of  English  distillers 
(p.  625). 

The  Government  Laboratory  are  at  present  engaged  upon 
ascertaining  a  more  accurate  method  for  determining  the 
alcoholic  strength  of  spirits  than  is  provided  by  the  Sikes 
process  (p.  615). 

Dr.  Weigel,  of  Hamburg,  does  not  agree  with  Mr.  E.  J 
Parry  about  the  optical  rotation  of  the  essential  oil  of 
copaiba,  and  states  his  case  at  some  length  in  an  article 
beginning  on  p.  617. 

N  Rays  are  no  more,  says  "  Xrayser,"  who  also  moralises 
on  the  troubles  of  patent-medicine  men,  and  makes  some 
reflections  on  Mr.  Boot's  letter  regarding  the  Easton's  syrup 
tabloid  cases  (p.  613). 

The  Winter  Session  goes  apace.  The  excitement  of  the 
present  (if  any)  is  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  proprietary  medi- 
cines, and  there  is  sufficient  opinion  on  both  sides  to  make  the 
debates  interesting  (p.  620). 

Mr.  Beale's  Report  has  induced  another  debate  in  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament.  It  is  the  references  to  sexual 
matters  in  it  which  have  created  most  annoyance,  but  medical 
members  of  Parliament  consider  him  too  biassed  a  commis- 
sioner (p.  602). 

During  this  year  283  apprentices  of  pharmacy  have  been 
registered  in  Great  Britain,  a  falling-off  from  last  year,  but 
407  have  passed  the  Minor  examination.  We  discuss  the 
significance  of  the  figures  as  regards  the  future  of  the  retail 
drug-trade  (p.  615). 

Correspondents  are  reminded  that  letters  to  the  Editor 
received  after  Wednesday  cannot  be  inserted  in  the  current 
week,  as  that  section  of  the  C.  <£  D.  is  generally  closed  for 
press  on  Wednesday.  The  topics  discussed  this  week  are 
varied,  and  many  replies  to  queries  are  inserted  (p.  629). 

The  N.Z.  Select  Committee,  which  is  to  take  evidence 
regarding  Mr.  Hornsby's  Quackery  Bill,  are  to  work  on  a  list 
of  "honest  analyses"  of  "patents"  which  Mr.  Hornsby  got 
from  England.  We  print  the  list  (p.  602).  but  point  out  that 
far  from  being  "honest  analyses,"  the  list  is  made  up  chiefly 
of  antiquated  statements  (p.  616). 

A  Sharp  Advance  in  quicksilver  and  mercurials  is  the 
feature  of  the  market.  Cream  of  tartar  is  again  dearer,  and 
tartaric  acid  is  in  strong  demand.  Cubebs,  areca,  podo- 
phyllin,  and  American  peppermint  oil  are  also  dearer.  Cod- 
liver  oil  is  easier,  and  copper  sulphate,  China  camphor,  and 
wood  oil  are  lower.  Soda-crystals  for  1908  are  5s.  per  ton 
cheaper  (p.  625). 
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JEnoUsb  IRews. 

Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  next  examination  of  the  Spectacle  Makers'  Com- 
pany will  be  held  at  the  Carpenters'  Hall,  London  Wall, 
London,  E.C.,  f  rom  November  11  to  16.  Over  150  candi- 
dates have  entered. 

Notices  were  posted  in  the  majority  of  the  chemical-works 
of  the  United  Alkali  Co.  at  Widnes  and  district  on  Satur- 
day, giving  the  men  a  week's  notice.  This  has  arisen  in 
consequence  of  the  dispute  in  connection  with  the  limestone 
quarries  of  Derbyshire. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on  October  15, 
it  was  reported  that  during  the  past  quarter  nineteen  trades- 
men (chiefly  hairdressers  and  oilmen)  had  been  proceeded 
against  for  offences  under  the  Employment  of  Children  Act, 
1903.  Only  one  chemist  was  among  the  defendants,  and  he 
was  fined  on  two  summonses. 

Messrs.  Brunner  Mond  &  Co.  Ltd.,  last  week  in  the 
"Law  Times"  advertised  for  a  solicitor  (honoursman) 
"  not  to  take  the  place  of  their  ordinary  solicitors,  but  to 
do  various  legal  and  secretarial  work  in  connection  with 
the  company."  This  is  mentioned  by  a  correspondent  as 
a  new  departure  for  business  houses  in  this  country. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  of  Fulliam  have  agreed 
with  Mr.  C.  H.  Cribb,  borough  analyst,  on  certain  terms 
and  conditions,  regarding  the  analysis  of  1,000  samples  of 
foods  and  drugs  during  the  ensuing  year,  on  the  understand- 
ing that  one  sample  of  water  would  be  considered  as  ex- 
changeable for  two  samples  of  food. 

The  price  paid  for  electric  lighting  by  occupiers  of 
chemists'  and  druggists'  establishments  in  the  urban  district 
of  Willesden  (which  includes  Kilburn,  Willesden,  Kensal 
Rise,  Brondesbury,  Cricklewood.  and  Harlesden)  during 
the  twelve  months  ended  March  last  was  3.83<7.  per  unit. 
The  average  price  paid  by  the  'twenty-seven  principal  trader, 
of  the  district  was  4.0SW.  per  unit. 

Travellers'  Tax  in  Natal. 

The  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  having  represented 
to  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  the  proposed  large  increase 
of  the  commercial  travellers'  tax  in  Natal  would  be  seriously 
prejudicial  to  British  trade  with  that  Colony,  Lord  Elgin 
cabled  the  Governor  of  Natal  on  the.  subject.  A  letter  has 
been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
from  the  Colonial  Office  stating  that  the  Natal  Bill  "to 
consolidate  and  amend  the  laws  relating  to  licences  and 
stamps,"  under  the  provision  of  which  the  amount  of  the 
licence- fees  payable  by  agents  of  foreign  firms  and  com- 
mercial travellers  in  Natal  was  to  be  increased,  has  been 
withdrawn  by  the  Natal  Government. 

The  Fred  Reynolds  Memorial  Fund. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Scott,  15  Oakwood  Avenue,  Roundhay,  Leeds, 
Hon.  Secretary  to  the  committee,  has  issued  a  circular  em- 
bodying the  facts  which  we  reported  Last  week.  The 
circular  states  that  it  is  not  thought  desirable  to  place  any 
special  limit  on  the  amount  of  individual  contributions, 
small  amounts  being  acceptable  equally  with  greater  sums. 
All  contributions  should  be  forwarded,  and  cheques  and 
postal  orders  made  payable,  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Fowler,  Lloyds 
Bank,  Leeds,  who  is  Hon.  Treasurer.  Mr.  Scott  will  be 
glad  to  answer  any  inquiries,  and  to  receive  promises  of 
support  from  those  who  desire  to  be  associated  with  the 
movement. 

An  Anonymous  Letter. 
At  Tower  Bridge  Police  Court  oh  October  12,  Philip 
Phillips  (28),  manufacturing  confectioner,  trading  as  the 
Woodbury  Confectionery  Cc,  at  Albany  Road,  West 
Green,  South  Tottenham,  was  charged  with  stealing  and 
receiving  during  the  past  six  months  five  bottles  of  essences 
(value  11.  15s.),  the  property  of  Messrs.  Stevenson  & 
Howell,  Ltd.,  manufacturing  chemists,  95a  Southwark 


Street,  S.E.  Mr.  John  Foster,  manager  for  the  prosecutors, 
said  that  for  some  months  essences  to  the  value  of  40/.  or 
50/.  had  been  missed,  and  he  was  led  to  suspect  the  prisoner 
by  an  anonymous  letter  stating  that  a  man  named  White 
was  supplying  the  Woodbury  Confectionery  Co.  with  goods 
of  the  kind  that  were  missed.  At  the  company's  premises 
witness  identified  five  bottles  as  Stevenson  &  Howell's 
property.  The  accused,  who  protested  his  innocence,  was 
remanded. 

Fires. 

A  fire  broke  out  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Gwinn, 
chemist  and  druggist,  in  High  Street,  Rochford,  and  slight 
damage  was  done  to  the  shop  and  contents. 

An  outbreak  of  fire  occurred  on  October  14  at  the  ware- 
house of  Mr.  J.  W.  J.  Brayne,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market 
Street,  New  Mills,  Derbyshire.  The  store  was  full  of 
chemicals,  oils,  and  inflammable  goods,  but  prompt  action 
saved  a  portion  of  the  premises,  damage  to  the  extent  of 
about  100?.  being  done. 

At  the  City  Coroner's  Court  on  October  11,  Dr.  F.  J. 
Waldo,  the  City  Coroner,  held  an  inquiry,  under  the  Fire 
Inquest  Act  of  1888,  with  reference  to  the  fire  which 
occurred  at  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
Ill  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.,  on  September  24  (C.  &  D., 
September  28,  p.  491).  At  the  request  of  the  Coroner  the 
manager  of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  conducted  the  jury 
to  the  scene  of  the  fire,  and  on  returning  formal  evidence 
of  the  discovery  of  the  outbreak  was  given  by  a  police 
constable,  and  particulars  of  the  fire  were  given  by  the 
district  officer  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  London  Sal- 
vage Corps.  Thomas  Blackwell,  foreman  of  the  sample 
department  at  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s,  and  George 
Martin,  a  packer,  gave  evidence  that  the  premises  were  all 
right  when  locked  up.  Martin  said  there  were  no  chemicals 
on  the  premises  at  the  time,  but  the  Coroner  thought  all 
medicines  were  a  form  of  chemicals.  Mr.  Fred  Melton 
Fisk,  European  manager  for  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
said  the  premises  and  stock  in  Queen  Victoria  Street  were 
insured  for  26,000/.,  and  they  employed  138  people  there — 
ninety-three  males  and  forty-five  females.  He  had  never 
had  anything  to  do  with  automatic  fire-alarms,  and  had  no 
idea  whether  they  were  of  any  service.  It  was  electric 
lighted  throughout,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  short 
circuit  had  occurred  between  the  ceiling  of  the  second  and 
the  floor  of  the  third  floors  many  hours  before  the  place  was 
closed,  and  had  smouldered  until  the  outbreak.  The  stock 
on  the  third  floor  comprised  medicine-chests,  pills,  tablets, 
and  fluid  extracts  containing  alcohol  for  preservative  pur- 
poses. There  was  nothing  inflammable,  such  as  phosphorus, 
and  there  were  no  chemicals  on  the  premises.  The  Coroner  : 
But  medicines  are  chemicals,  surely  ?  Witness  :  No ;  not 
very  much.  The  Coroner  :  Then  I  should  think  it  depends 
on  what  you  call  chemicals ;  I  thought  medicines  were  made 
of  chemicals,  any  way.  Witness  :  Not  much.  Colonel 
Charles  Fox,  chief  officer  of  the  London  Salvage  Corps, 
said  there  was  no  trace  of  what  had  fired,  although  he  was 
of  opinion  that,  whatever  it  was,  it  had  smouldered  for 
hours.  He  did  not  think  the  fire  was  caused  by  the  electric 
light.  He  was  of  opinion  that  automatic  fire-alarms  would 
be  of  service.  He  had  seen  both  drug  and  chemical  fires, 
and  could  hardly  connect  this  one  with  such  as  that.  The 
exits  from  the  adjoining  premises  (Messrs.  I.  Pick  &  Co.) 
were  not  of  the  best,  and  constituted  a  danger.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  that  the  cause  of  the  fire  was  unknown, 
and  added  that  Messrs.  I.  Pick  &  Co.  should  provide  better 
means  of  escape  for  their  employes  in  case  of  fire. 

Contracts. 

Barnet  Guardians. — Messrs.  Arnold  &  Sons,  West  Smith- 
field,  E.C.,  for  infirmary  requisites. 

Guildford  Town  Council.— Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  dis- 
infectants for  a  year. 

Lambeth  Guardians. — Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson,  Ltd., 
4  Jewry  Street,  E.C.,  for  drugs,  etc.,  360/.  16s.  ll{d. 
(31^  per  cent,  discount),  and  sundries,  234/.  18s.  3jd. 

Peterborough  Guardians.— Mr.  T.  J.  Calcutt,  chemist 
and  druggist,  for  drugs. 

Pontefract  Guardians. — Messrs.  Reynolds  &  Branson, 
Ltd.,  Leeds,  for  drugs. 
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Wigton  Guardians. — Mr.  J.  Shadwick,  Wigton,  to  be 
chemist  to  the  workhouse  for  three  months. 

Swindon  and  District  Hospital  Board. — Mr.  J.  J.  Shawyer, 
12  Wood  Street  and  22  Faringdon  Street,  Swindon,  to  be 
chemist  for  the  half-year. 

The  Nantwich  Board  of  Guardians  have  appointed  a 
committee  to  consult  with  the  medical  officer  as  to  the 
advisability  of  the  Board  stocking  and  maintaining  a  supply 
of  drugs  at  the  workhouse  dispensary,  instead  of  the  doctor 
providing  the  drugs. 

Metropolitan  Asylums  Board. — Carbonic-acid  Gas  Co., 
for  liquid  carbonic-acid  gas;  Bovril,  Ltd.  (three  items); 
Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Co.,  Ltd.  (three  items) ;  Burgoyne, 
Burbidges  &  Co.  (one  item)  ;  International  Plasmon,  Ltd. 
(one  item),  for  proprietary  articles  ;  Mr.  Carl  Zeiss,  29  Mar- 
garet Street,  W.,  for  a  bacteriological  microscope  outfit  for 
the  bacteriological  laboratories. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Mr.  Marshall  Freeman  has  been  re-elected  Speaker  of  the 
Birmingham  Parliament. 

The  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Joseph  Lucas,  a  well-known 
pharmacist  of  our  city,  and  annuitant  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  died  last  week,  aged  seventy-eight. 

The  local  Pharmaceutical  Association  begins  its  winter 
session  next  month  with  a  reception  by  the  new  President 
(Mr.  A.  W.  Southall)  and  Mrs.  Southall.  The  sessional 
programme  will  otherwise  be  on  the  usual  lines. 

Blackburn  Notes. 

Before  Judge  Hans  Hamilton  at  the  Blackburn  County 
Court  on  October  14,  a  claim  was  made  for  an  account  due 
to  Messrs.  A.  T.  Ward  &  Co.,  wholesale  and  manufacturing 
chemists  and  druggists,  of  Blackburn,  by  Dr.  Ross,  late  of 
Blackburn,  and  now  of  Bolton,  for  goods  supplied.  After 
hearing  evidence,  the  Judge  made  a  running  order  to 
carry  with  it  15s.  per  month. 

Now  that  the  North-East  Lancashire  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion have  appointed  their  new  committee,  steps  are  being 
taken  to  arrange  the  winter's  programme,  which,  it  is  said, 
will  be  no  departure  from  the  aggressive  policy  of  the  past. 
It  is  hoped  to  continue  the  helpful  lectures  inaugurated  last 
year,  and  the  social  element  will  not  be  neglected.  The  re- 
election of  Mr.  C.  Critchley  as  President  has  given  universal 
satisfaction. 

The  coming-of-age  of  Mr.  John.  Hargreaves,  of  the  firm 
of  Messrs.  J.  Hargreaves  &  Son,  wholesale  druggists  and 
soap-manufacturers,  formerly  of  Lord  Street  West,  Black- 
burn, was  celebrated  on  October  10.  There  was  a  mass 
meeting  of  the  staff  and  workpeople  in  the  dining-room  of 
the  works.  Young  Mr.  Hargreaves  was  presented  with  a 
gold  watch,  suitably  inscribed,  and  subscribed  for  by  all 
sections  of  the  employes. 

East  Lancashire  chemists  will  be  interested  to  learn  that 
Mr.  G.  B.  Pickworth,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  was  in 
business  in  Victoria  Street,  Blackburn,  for  many  years,  is 
about  to  resume  practice  as  a  chemist  in  a  country  town  in 
Suffolk.  Mr.  Pickworth  while  in  Blackburn  broke  down 
in  health  and  an  outdoor  occupation  became  necessary.  His 
health  has  now  been  restored,  and  Mr.  Pickworth  is  starting 
in  business  again.  The  Victoria  Street  business  was  taken 
over  by  Mr.  B.  Holden. 

The  expressions  of  jury  and  Coroner  at  a  Clitheroc  in- 
quest last  week  (C.  <£•  D.,  October  12,  p.  587)  concerning 
the  action  of  a  Blackburn  firm  of  chemists  in  supplying 
a  Clitheroe  tailor  with  1^  oz.  of  laudanum,  with  which  he 
poisoned  himself,  has  given  rise  to  a  good  deal  of  comment 
in  the  district.  In  a  letter  to  a  local  newspaper  Mr.  Charles 
H.  Hacking,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  sold  the 
laudanum  to  the  suicide  points  out  that  the  law  on  the  sale 
of  poisons  was  carried  out  to  the  letter.  He  adds  :  "  The 
conditions  were  scrupulously  complied  with.  Why,  there- 
fore, the  Coroner  thought  it  necessary  to  remark  that  '  if 
they  (the  jury)  deemed  it  necessary,  the  Chemists'  Society 
could  take  the  matter  in  hand  '  is  not  quite  clear." 

Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford  was  the  delegate  from  the  Chemists' 
Association  to  a  meeting  of  the  Blackburn  Tradesmen's 
body  on  October  14,  when  eloquent  testimony  to  the  value 
of  organisation  was  paid,  by  which  chemists,  in  common  ' 


with  others,  have  secured  a  valuable  concession.  Recently 
a  deputation  was  appointed  by  the  tradesmen  to  wait  on 
the  railway  company  and  seek  for  a  better  service  of  parcel 
delivery,  and  this  the  authorities  agreed  to  provided  that 
tradesmen  were  prepared  to  receive  their  consignments 
with  open  premises  early  in  the  morning.  A  suggestion 
was  made  that  questions  be  submitted  to  the  candidates 
seeking  election  honours  on  subjects  of  importance  to 
traders,  but  Mr.  Gifford  warned  them  not  to  destroy  the 
cosmopolitan  spirit  of  their  Association.  He  pointed  out 
that  at  present  in  any  matter  of  importance  their  Associa- 
tion, as  an  independent  body  and  with  an  independent  re- 
putation, had  weight,  and  it  was  ultimately  decided  not  to 
frame  the  questions.  The  Association  subsequently  re- 
ferred to  the  Chemists'  Association  a  resolution  expressing 
the  view  that  municipal  trading  should  be  confined  to 
monopolies  requiring  the  use  of  roads  or  streets  for  way- 
leaves,  and  that  such  limit  to  municipal  trading  was 
urgently  needed  in  the  public  interest. 

Liverpool  Notes. 
In  selecting  Mr.  A.  E.  Breeze  as  their  President,  the 
Birkenhead  Chemists'  Association  may  be  congratulated. 
Mr.  Breeze  has  more  than  a  passing  acquaintance  with  public 
affairs. 

Last  week  the  winter  session  of  Liverpool  University  had 
an  auspicious  opening.  The  increasing  interest  in  higher 
education  as  an  appreciable  asset  in  the  conduct  of  even 
trading  pursuits  is  reflected  in  the  increasing  number  of 
"freshmen"  matriculating  in  the  various  faculties  and 
specialising  for  graduation  in  particular  subjects,  a  know- 
ledge of  which  will  in  the  future  be  applicable  to  the 
development  of  technical  and  industrial  enterprise. 

Why  is  Liverpool  behind  the  Scotch  Universities  and 
Manchester  in  its  recognition  of  pharmacy  as  a  subject 
worthy  of  academic  honours  ?  Two  years  ago  a  scheme  was 
afoot  for  the  endowment  of  the  necessary  faculty,  and  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  was  subscribed  or  guaranteed 
by  various  influential  patrons  of  our  craft.  Unfortunately, 
however,  about  a  year  ago  the  negotiations  failed,  and  the 
scheme  fizzled  out ;  subscriptions  were  returned  and  guar- 
antors released  from  their  liability.  On  which  party  rested 
the  onus  of  this  fiasco  never  became  public;  but  it  is  hinted 
that  the  conditional  recognition  of  certain  vested  interests 
was  incompatible  with  the  general  educational  and  admini- 
strative policy  of  the  College  authorities.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  the  experience  gained  in  this  abortive  attempt  might, 
if  wisely  applied,  create  success  from  previous  failure. 

The  vast  humanising  influence  of  pure  science  as  applied 
to  material  development  was  brilliantly  emphasised  at  a 
complimentary  banquet  given  on  Friday  evening,  October  11, 
to  Sir  Walter  Egerton,  Governor  of  Southern  Nigeria.  At 
this  function  the  statement  was  made  that  the  present  death- 
rate  in  the  land  known  hitherto  as  the  "  white  man's  grave" 
had  been  reduced  to  about  2  per  cent.  The  time  was,  and 
that  not  long  since,  when  it  stood  as  high  as  30  to  40  per 
cent.  This  is  one  of  the  most  brilliant  achievements  of  the 
Liverpool  School  of  Tropical  Medicine.  The  material  de- 
velopment of  the  country  has  in  consequence  increased 
enormously,  proof  of  which  was  strongly  in  evidence  at  the 
exhibition  of  colonial  products  held  last  March.  In  variety 
of  exhibits  and  in  point  of  general  interest  Southern  Nigeria 
was  nulli  secundus.  To  the  pharmacist  it  specially  appealed 
in  its  wealth  of  materia-medica  specimens,  which  included 
kino,  strophanthus  (pods  and  seeds),  capsicums,  gum  arabic, 
patchouli,  turmeric,  ginger,  and  saffron*  seed. 

Manchester  Notes. 

Dr.  C.  H.  Weizmann  has  been  appointed  to  a  lectureship 
in  chemistry,  and  Mr.  J.  L.  Simonsen,  M.Sc,  appointed 
junior  demonstrator  in  chemistry  at  Manchester  University. 

An  organisation  meeting  called  by  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  held  in  the  Midland  Hotel  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  October  16.  The  business  was 
"  strictly  private." 

Mr.  Arthur  J.  Gibbs,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  has 
held  the  post  of  temporary  dispenser  at  the  Hope  Hospital 
of  the  Salford  Board  of  Guardians  for  some  time  past,  ha3 
been  appointed  permanent  dispenser. 

Mr.  Thos.  Swindells,  of  Monton  Green,  Eccles.  is  about 
to  issue  the  third  volume  of  his  series  of  "  Manchester 
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Streets  and  Manchester  Men."  It  will  deal  with  the  his-  | 
tory  of  High  Sti-eet,  Church  Street,  Cannon  Street,  and  the 
Market  Place,  and  there  will  be  ten  illustrations,  including 
reproductions  of  some  of  the  most  interesting  and  rarest  of 
the  Market  Place  views,  together  with  a  portrait  of  the 
author,  which  has  been  included  at  the  request  of  a  number 
of  friends. 

Mr.  Swindells  is  also  forming  a  list  of  the  surviving 
members  of  the  choirs  who  sang  at  the  opening  of  the  Art 
Treasures  Exhibition  in  1857,  out  of  which  the  Halle  con- 
certs arose.  So  far  nine  persons  who  took  part  in  these 
concerts  have  communicated  with  him. 

Quite  recently  Alderman  Gibson,  the  chairman  of  the 
Gas  Committee,  was  taken  to  task  in  the  City  Council  over 
a  contract  for  a  new  gas-holder,  and  the  affair  is  thus  de- 
scribed in  the  "  City  News  "  : 

The  Alderman  ought  to  have  been  a  King's  counsel.  The 
way  in  which  he  conducted  the  case  was  a  triumph ;  the 
Council  and  the  Strangers'  Gallery  listened,  absorbed,  and 
at  the  close  of  his  speech  burst  into  applause  and  hand- 
clapping.  .  .     And  with  a  fine  air  of  confidently  leaving 
the  decision  in  the  hands  of  an  intelligent  Council,  Alder- 
man Gibson  sat  down.    He  had  scored  once  again. 
Manchester  is  well  known  as  the  home  of  the  arsenical 
flypaper,  and  it  is  therefore  appropriate  that  the  doctrine 
of  "death  to  flies"  should  be  preached  here.  According 
to  Mr.  Gordon  Hewitt,  the  newly-appointed  University 
lecturer  in  economic  zoology,  the  common  house-fly  is  not 
only  a  nuisance  in  our  houses,  but  a  danger  to  the  public 
health.    The  sticky   pads  on  its  feet  make  it  a  most  effi- 
cient distributor  of  disease-producing  bacteria,  giving  rise 
to  anthrax,  cholera,  tuberculosis,  and  typhoid  fever.  Even 
the  great  decline  in  infant  mortality  this  last  summer  is 
ascribed  to  the  scarcity  of  house-flies,  due  to  the  coldness  of 
the  season,  as  a  result  of  which  there  has  been  practically 
no  infantile  diarrhoea. 

Torquay  Notes. 

Torquay  Chemists'  Association  will  resume  its  functions 
on  Thursday,  October  24.  after  a  year's  rest. 

A  daughter  of  Mr.  Ness,  chemist,  Market  Street,  is 
shortly  to  be  married  in  South  Africa  to  a  son  of  the  late 
Mr.  Owbridge,  of  Hull. 

The  police  have  issued  a  caution  about  a  man  passing 
under  the  name  E.  S.  Allen,  and  said  to  be  a  traveller  in 
dental  instruments.  He  was  last  heard  of  in  Plymouth, 
where  he  attempted  to  cash  a  cheque  for  25Z.  in  connection 
with  photographic  goods.  He  is  on  a  cycling  tour,  and  may 
next  be  heard  of  in  Torquay,  Exeter,  and  adjacent  towns. 
Summoned  for  Rates 

At  Durham  on  October  9,  Alfred  E.  Strong,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Langley  Moor,  was  summoned  for  11.  due  as 
general  district  rate.  It  was  explained  that  the  defendant 
became  a  bankrupt  last  February,  and  was  undischarged. 
Everything  belonged  to  the  Official  Receiver.  Mrs.  Strong 
had  bought  the  business,  and  the  premises  were  taken  in  her 
name.  The  Chairman  said  defendant's  name  was  on  the 
rate-book,  and  Mr.  Brownless  (who  defended)  said  it  had 
no  right  to  be  there.  The  rate-collector  might  get  half  a 
dozen  orders,  but  he  could  not  get  any  payment,  as  defen- 
dant had  no  means.  If  he  went  to  Mrs.  Strong  the  rate 
would  be  paid.  The  Bench  decided  to  issue  a  distress- 
warrant. 

Police  Cases. 

At  Plymouth  Quarter  Sessions  on  October  11,  a  young 
labourer,  named  Thorne,  was  sentenced  to  twelve  months' 
imprisonment  for  stealing  eleven  bottles  of  scent  from  the 
shop  of  Mr.  Jabez  Williams,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ply- 
mouth. 

At  the  Brentford  Petty  Sessions  on  October  12,  Percy 
White  (15)  and  Joseph  Pearce  (16)  were  charged  with 
being  concerned  together  in  stealing  and  receiving  twenty- 
four  medicine-bottles,  value  2s.,  the  property  of  Frank  San- 
guinetti,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  120  Uxbridge  Road, 
West  Ealing.    The  lads  were  bound  over. 

On  October  10,  John  Lawton  Richardson,  described  as  a 
chemist  (but  not  on  the  Register  of  Chemists  and  Druggists) , 
was  remanded  at  Morley  (Yorkshire),  charged  with  obtain- 
ing 2001.  by  false  pretences  from  George  Eddison,  wholesale 
confectioner,  of  Drighlington.  The  accused  is  alleged  to 
have  obtained  a  cheque  from  the  prosecutor  in  connection 
with  a  patent  for  an  incandescent  mantle. 


3nsb  1foew0. 

Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 
Pharmaceutical   Licence   Examination. — The  following 
have  passed  :  John  Adams,  David  Chambers,  William 
Murphy,  and  William  Smyth.    Thirteen  candidates  were 
rejected. 

Registered  Druggist  Examination. — The  following 
passed  :  William  James  Boyd,  Michael  Conlon,  and  Robert 
Douglas  Sweeney.   Three  candidates  were  rejected. 

Pharmaceutical  Assistant  Examination. — The  follow- 
ing passed  :  Alexander  Barr,  James  F.  McAlister.  Two 
candidates  were  rejected. 

Personal. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Fielding,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Cork,  has 
been  appointed  contractor  for  the  supply  of  medicine  and 
surgical  appliances  to  the  Cork  District  Lunatic  Asylum. 

We  understand  that  the  reason  why  Mr.  M.  Carrol, 
M.P.S.I.,  did  not  go  to  Dublin  to  receive  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  gold  medal  was  that  he  is  laid  up  with  a  broken 
leg,  the  result  of  a  cycling  accident. 

Chemical-works  Strike. 

The  strike  of  chemical  workers  at  Messrs.  Richardson's, 
Belfast,  is  still  unsettled.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Bel- 
fast Trades  Council  Mr.  Harris  said  the  men  are  deter- 
mined to  fight  to  the  bitter  end.  They  deny  Messrs. 
Richardson's  statement  that  the  firm  pay  a  minimum  wage 
of  16s.  per  week.  The  men  have  now  been  out  almost  a 
month. 


Scotch  1Rew>6. 

Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Aberdeen. 

Mr.  W.  Giles,  chemist,  is  again  to  be  a  candidate  for  a 
seat  in  the  Aberdeen  Parish  Council.  He  is  likely  to  be 
returned  unopposed. 

A  West-end  chemist  has  gained  a  prize  in  a  "  Limerick  " 
competition  in  one  of  the  London  papers.  It  was  a  "  con- 
solation," but  he  intends  to  go  one  better  next  time. 

Mr.  Alex.  Williamson,  who  has  for  a  good  number  of 
years  represented  Messrs.  Souter  &  Shepherd  in  the 
North,  has  joined  the  travelling  staff  of  Mr.  Wm.  David- 
son, wholesale  druggist,  Palmerston  Road. 

The  local  committee  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference has  appointed  the  following  office-bearers  :  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  William  Giles,  Aberdeen;  Vice-President, 
Provost  William  Alexander,  Banff ;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr. 
William  Reid,  100  Holburn  Street,  Aberdeen  ;  Assistant 
Secretary,  ex-Bailie  James  Paterson,  Aberdeen. 

Edinburgh. 

The  By-laws  petition  to  the  Privy  Council  was  signed  by 
703  persons. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh  and  Leith  Traders' 
Defence  Association,  held  last  week,  Mr.  W.  S.  Glass, 
Ph.C.,  stated  that  since  the  association  same  into  existence 
eighteen  months  ago  the  membership  had  grown,  until  now 
they  had  considerably  over  1,300  members  and  forty 
associates. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  (N.B.  Branch)  was  repre- 
sented at  Bailie  Clark's  funeral  service  in  St.  Giles'  on 
Saturday,  October  12,  by  Mr.  George  Lunan,  Chairman  of 
the  North  British  Branch  Executive,  Mr.  Peter  Boa,  Divi- 
sional Secretary  for  West  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  J.  Ruther- 
ford Hill,  Assistant  Secretary  in  Scotland. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  Robertson,  chemist,  Dumbarton  Road,  Glasgow,  has 
purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  Law,  of  Partick. 

Mr.  Alexander  Spence,  chemist,  Linlithgow,  has  pur- 
chased the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Black,  chemist, 
Leslie,  Fife. 

Mr.  Robert  Sinclair,  Helensburgh,  has  disposed  of  his 
business  in  Dunfermline  to  Mr.  David  Lister,  South 
Queensferry. 


October  19,  1907 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


601 


Mr.  James  W.  L.  Kerr,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  ac- 
quired the  business  of  Kerr  &  Co.  in  Lauriston  Street, 
Greenock,  of  which  Mr.  George  Stirling,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, was  the  proprietor. 

Personal. 

Mr.  Weld,  of  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  head- 
quarters staff,  is  now  making  a  lengthy  sojourn  in  Glasgow. 
Mr.  Weld  was  formerly  the  firm's  chief  representative  in 
Scotland. 

Mr.  Carmichael,  who  has  been  for  some  years  assistant  to 
Mr.  John  Foster,  chemist  and  druggist,  Charing  Cross, 
Glasgow,  has  joined  the  representative  staff  of  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 

Mr.  Alex.  Squair,  who  has  just  completed  his  apprentice- 
ship with  Mr.  Somerville,  chemist  and  druggist,  Hope  Park 
Terrace,  Edinburgh,  has  gained  a  40/.  bursary  at  Heriot- 
Watt  College.  Mr.  Squair  has  also  been  appointed  Junior 
Demonstrator  in  the  Evening  Chemistry  Class. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Fisher,  Ph.C,  Dunfermline,  describes  in  a 
local  journal  a  curious  reptile  which  was  found  in  the  sands 
at  Charlestown.  He  says  it  is  evidently  a  species,  probably 
Margaritacea,  of  the  genus  Nereis,  belonging  to  the  family 
Nereidoe  and  class  Annelida.  The  specimen  is  a  little  over 
3£  ft. 

Municipalising  Dispensing. 
The  Dundee  Paris'h  Council  has  appointed  a  committee  to 
■consider  whether  it  'is  desirable  and  practicable  to  engage 
a  dispenser  for  the  outdoor  poor. 


Mclsb  IRews. 

.Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor,  who  also  invites 
reports  on  business  changes  and  other  trade  matters. 


The  New  Corcner. 
The  Cardiff  County  Council  has  appointed  Mr.  W.  L. 
Yorath,  solicitor,  to  the  vacant  coronership.  There  were  a 
number  of  applicants,  but  Mr.  Yorath  received  twenty- 
■eight  votes,  while  two  doctors  only  received  one  vote  each 
and  another  solicitor  two  votes. 

A.  Singular  Explosion 
took  place  on  October  10  on  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Salan- 
son  in  High  Street,  Cardiff.  The  manager  was  testing  an 
optical  lantern  when  the  tube  connected  with  a  cylinder  of 
hydrogen  gas  slipped,  and,  coming  in  contact  with  the  light, 
*he  gas  exploded  and  set  fire  to  the  place.  The  manager 
pluckily  locked  the  cylinder  and  gave  the  alarm  to  Mr. 
Shellard,  dentist,  who  occupies  rooms  over  the  shop.  For- 
tunately the  fire  brigade  was  speedily  on  the  spot,  and  the 
•damage  is  estimated  at  under  100/. 


tfrencb  INews. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


A  Dramatic  Incident. — A  few  mornings  ago  a  young 
woman,  aged  twenty-one,  Mile.  Berthe  Camo,  employed  at 
M.  Pelletor's  pharmacy,  1  Rue  des  Hospitalieres  Saint 
Gervais,  Paris,  was  shot  in  the  back  in  the  street  while  on 
her  way  to  business.  She  has  been  in  hospital  since,  and 
is  on  a  fair  way  to  recovery. 

The  "Antidote"  Pipe. — A  manufacturer  at  Saint- 
■Claude  (Jura)  the  headquarters  of  the  pipe-industry  in 
France,  advertises  a  "catalytic  pipe"  and  offers  a  special 
•discount  "exclusively  to  pharmacists."  Its  distinguishing 
■feature  appears  to  be  an  interior  bowl  in  "porous  retort 
carbon,  impregnated  with  oxide  of  platinum,"  which  pro- 
duces formaldehyde  and  thus  "  neutralises  the  noxious 
action  of  nicotine." 

Unfair  Competition. — The  distribution  of  price-lists 
■bearing  the  phrase  "Before  calling  on  your  pharmacist 
■consult  these  prices  in  the  interest  of  your  pocket  and  your 
health,"  is,  according  to  a  recent  decision  of  the  Court  of 
•Cassation,  an  act  "of  a  reprehensible  character,"  especially 
-as  it  appears  that  "the  prospectus  was  distributed  close 


by  a  competitor's  premises."  Competition  to  be  without 
legal  limit  should  "remain  loyal  and  honest,"  said  the 
judgment. 

Reaumur.— October  18  is  the  150th  anniversary  of  the 
death  of  Rene  Antoine  Ferchault  de  Reaumur,  and  it  is  just 
200  years  since  he  was  elected,  at  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  (1708).  He  invented 
his  thermometer  in  1731.  It  is  sufficiently  curious  to 
remark  that  while  the  Germans  employ  the  thermometer 
invented  by  the  great  Frenchman,  the  English  use  a  German 
thermometer.  The  Centigrade  instrument  official  in  France 
was  the  invention  of  the  well-known  Swede  Celsius.  The 
physicist's  name,  however,  is  duly  honoured  at  home,  and 
the  last  great  central  thoroughfare  opened  in  Paris,  from 
the  "  Bourse  "  to  the  "  Temple,"  one  of  the  finest  modern 
streets  of  the  French  metropolis,  has  been  named  the  Rue 
Reaumur. 

Raffles  &  Co. — The  sensation  of  the  past  ten  days  in 
France  has  been  the  arrest  at  Clermont-Ferrand  of  an 
apparently  respectable  family  of  manufacturers  in  pro- 
sperous circumstances  on  the  charge  of  robbing  Church  pro- 
perty on  an  extensive  scale.  The  firm  was  known  as 
Thomas  &  Co.,  and  the  principal  partner  seems  to  have 
been  a  veritable  Raffles.  If  anything,  he  was  worse,  as 
sinister  reports  have  reached  Paris  that  he  occasionally 
took  the  title  of  doctor,  and  certain  instruments  and  medica- 
ments found  on  his  premises  give  suspicions  of  a  scandalous 
practice.  No  particular  interest  would  attach  to  this 
matter  from  the  pharmaceutical  point  of  view  were  it  not 
that  the  names  of  several  well-known  Paris  retail  pharma- 
cists and  wholesale  druggists  have  been  mentioned  in  the 
daily  Press  as  having  supplied  suspicious  medicaments  to 
Antoine  Thomas.  It  is  only  fair,  therefore,  to  say  that  the 
firms  in  question  have  denied  having  had  any  business  rela- 
tions with  the  man,  and  a  suggestion  that  he  obtained  sup- 
plies from  London,  where  he  frequently  went  to  dispose  of 
stolen  church  property,  is  undoubtedly  equally  unfounded. 

Fashions  in  Pharmacy. — The  first  meeting  of  the 
Academy  of  Medicine  after  the  summer  vacation  was 
marked  by  an  interesting  communication  from  M.  Grim- 
bert.  The  new  titulary  Professor  of  the  Paris  Superior 
School  of  Pharmacy  gave  the  results  of  a  study  of  the 
statistics  of  drugs  supplied  during  the  last  ten  years  by  the 
Central  Pharmacy  of  Parisian  Hospitals.  This  vast  esta- 
blishment, of  which  Dr.  Grimbert  is  director,  furnishes 
drugs  and  remedies  to  219  establishments,  this  including 
all  the  public  hospitals  and  almshouses  within  the  Seine 
Department.  In  spite  of  the  introduction  of  synthetic 
medicaments,  Professor  Grimbert  finds  that  the  "  classic  " 
remedies  hold  their  own.  The  yearly  consumption  of  opium 
has  been  about  4  cwt.  for  forty  years  past.  Sydenham's 
laudanum  annually  averages  about  1  cwt. ;  extract  of  cin- 
chona, 8  cwt. ;  diachylon  plaster,  2  tons;  tincture  of  iodine, 

3  tons  ;  55  tens  of  glycerin,  25  cwt.  of  bromide  of  potassium, 
12  cwt.  of  subnitrate  of  bismuth,  8  cwt.  of  salicylate  of  soda, 
120  lb.  of  nitrate  of  silver,  and  60  lb.  of  calomel.  From 
ten  to  twelve  thousand  leeches  are  annually  used,  while  the 
66,000  1-oz.  phials  of  chloroform  make  up  a  yearly  total  of 
about  2  tons.  A  decrease  is  evident  in  the  use  of  potassium 
iodide,  the  quantity  having  fallen  from  24  to  14  cwt.  ;  sodium 
iodide  (200  lb.  to  120  lb.),  quinine  salts  (150  lb.  to 
100  lb.),  antipvrine  (794  lb.  to  500  lb.),  glycerophosphate 
of  lime  (340  lb.  to  180  lb.),  and  cacodylate  of  soda  (28  lb. 
to  12  lb.).  Still  more  falling  in  popularity  are  certain 
antiseptics  ;  corrosive  sublimate  has  fallen  from  2  tons  to 
14  cwt.,  carbolic  acid  from  12  to  6  tons,  biniodide  of 
mercury  from  148  lb.  to  50  lb.,  iodoform  from  12  cwt.  to 

4  cwt.  A  remarkable  diminution  in  the  use  of  fJ-  naphthol, 
benzo-naphthol,  salol,  cantharides,  and  caffeine  is  also 
noted.  The  medicaments  which  are  steadily  and  yearly 
becoming  more  popular  are  hydrogen  peroxide  (1,000  litres 
has  increased  to  102.000),  formaldehyde  (from  6  cwt.  to 
2  tons),  theobromine  from  52  lb.  to  230  lb.,  methyl-salicylate 
from  4  lb.  to  1,400  lb. 


The  exports  from  Newchwang  (one  of  the  principal  out- 
lets for  Manchurian  trade)  last  year  included :  Ginseng, 
2,608  lb.  (1905,  1,915  lb.);  bean  oil,  330,366  cwt.  (1905, 
196.768  cwt.) ;  castor  oil,  28,060  cwt.  (1905,  19,027  cwt.) ;  and 
native  medicines  valued  at  29,846/.,  against  19,466/. 
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Hnstralasian  IRews* 

The  fullest  information  regarding-  the  Australasian  drug-trade  and 
pharmacy  is  given  in  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Austral 
asia,"  copies  of  which  can  be  obtained  at  6d.  each,  post  free, 
from  the  office  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


The  Commonwealth. 

Tariff  Notes. — A  deputation  representing  the  trades 
affected  by  the  new  tariff  on  corks  and  bottles  waited  on 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  (Mr.  Chapman)  on 
September  10.  Mr.  G.  H.  Elliott,  President  of  the 
Aerated  Waters  Manufacturers,  pointed  out  that  cork 
bark  could  not  be  grown  in  Australia  for  years  to  come. 
It  would  take  forty  years  before  the  trees  would  be 
ready  to  yield  cork.  The  duty  is  one  which  would  have 
to  be  borne  by  the  manufacturers,  as  it  could  not  be 
passed  on  to  the  public.  There  are  only  two  cork  fac- 
tories in  Victoria,  employing  between  them  nine  persons, 
whilst  the  137  aerated  water  factories  employ  between 
11,000  and  12,000  people.  The  tax  on  bottles  was  also 
felt  very  severely.  English  bottles  invoiced  at  18s.  per 
gross  cost  in  Melbourne  30*.  or  32.?. — a  difference  of  80 
per  cent.  The  additional  5  per  cent,  on  aerated  waters 
had  been  put  on  unasked,  as  the  trade  could  meet  all 
foreign  competition  without  further  protection.  Several 
other  members  of  the  deputation  representing  the  brew- 
ing interest  having  spoken,  Mr.  Chapman  said  he  hoped 
to  be  able  to  see  his  way  clear  to  give  some  little  relief. 
The  Government  did  not  desire  to  shut  out  competition, 
but  to  protect  industries. 

The  Melbourne  "Argus"  on  September  6  published  a 
list  of  the  old  and  new  prices  of  babies'  food  hnd  feeding- 
bottle  requisites  to  show  the  effect  of  the  new  tariff.  The 
illustrative  foods  were  mainly  the  Allenburys  milk  food, 
the  increases  being  from  3rf.  to  6d.  per  package,  on  each 
feeding-bottle  the  increased  charge  is  9(7.  The  tariff 
also  makes  considerable  additions  to  the  prices  of  Nestle's 
food  and  milk. 

A  cablegram  received  by  Renter  on  October  16  states  that 
as  evidence  of  the  British  origin  of  imported  goods,  any 
reasonable  proof  will  suffice  for  the  Customs  department, 
which  will  be  guided  by  the  general  probabilities  of  each 
case,  and  will  not  be  rigorous  until  the  new  tariff  has  been 
settled. 

Me.  Beale's  Report. — Last  week  we  referred  to  the  dis- 
cussion in  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Melbourne  on 
Mr.  Beale's  report  on  secret  medicines.    The  question  was 
again  raised  on  September  11,  when  Dr.  Liddell  moved  the 
adjournment  of  the  House.    Dr.  Liddell  said  that  he  had 
no  objection  to  Mr.  Beale  as  a  man,  but  he  objected  to  his 
appointment  to  inquire  into  matters  of  which  he  was  en- 
tirely ignorant.      No  doubt  Mr.  Beale  was  thoroughly 
qualified  to  manufacture  pianos  and  such  things.    He  knew 
all  about  sounding-boards  and  steel  frames ;  but  Mr.  Beale 
was  not  the  man  to  make  an  inquiry  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
monwealth upon  the  subject  of  secret  drugs.    This  report 
had  been  printed  by  the  Government  at  considerable  ex- 
pense, and  950  copies  had  been  published.    The  circulation 
of  this  report  was  a  serious  danger  to  public  morals.  All 
the  available  copies  of  the  report  should  be  destroyed  imme- 
diately.     The  Speaker  reminded  Dr.  Liddell  that  the 
report  had  been  printed  by  order  of  the  House,  and  was  no 
longer  in  the  custody  of  the  Ministers.    Dr.  Liddell  went 
on  to  say  that  because  Mr.  Beale  made  a  hobby  of  the  par- 
ticulars dealt  with  in  the  report,  it  did  not  entitle  him  to  be 
appointed  on  a  Commission  of  Inquiry.    The  report  re- 
ferred most  unguardedly  to  various  paragraphs  in  the  re- 
port of  the  New  South  Wales  Commission  on  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  birth-rate,  but  the  most  important  subject  of 
infants'  food  had  been  entirely  forgotten.    It  would  have 
been  better  if   Sir  William   Lyne  had   submitted  this 
ridiculous  report  to  some  medical  man  before  placing  it  on 
the  table.    The  discussion  took  such  a  turn  that  Dr.  Salmon 
moved  that  strangers  be  ordered  to  withdraw,  but  the 
motion  was  negatived.    Mr.  Wilks  defended  the  report,  as 
it  exposed  vices.    He  went  on  to  state  that  many  of  the 
patent  medicines  are  mostly  impure  spirits,  and  if  he  were 
not  an  abstainer  he  would  rather  not  take  his  whisky  in 
the  form  of  somebody's  backache  cure.    (Laughter.)  If 


he  were  armed  with  three  bars  of  soap  and  a  shilling's 
worth  of  tincture  he  would  make  his  fortune  in  no  time. 
(Laughter.)  In  Germany  there  has  been  drastic  legisla- 
tion against  such  nostrums.  There  had  been  a  struggle  in 
the  House  a  few  months  ago  oyer  the  Commerce  Act,  which 
was  aimed  at  trickery  in  food  and  apparel,  and  this  is  a 
greater  phase  of  the  same  question.  Mr.  Knox  urged  that 
the  circulation  of  the  report  be  restricted,  and  Dr.  Salmon 
thought  the  report  an  honest  and  earnest  effort  to  cope  with 
what  is  admittedly  a  great  evil.  Mr.  J.  Cook  hoped  the 
report  would  be  revised  by  a  professional  man.  There  is 
a  right  and  a  wrong  way  of  bringing  to  the  public  know- 
ledge of  the  harmful  effects  of  drugs.  The  motion  was 
eventually  negatived. 

New  Zealand. 

Proprietary  Medicines. — Dr.  Mason,  Chief  Health 
Officer,  is  continuing  his  campaign  of  educating  public 
opinion.  In  Dunedin  during  August  he  lectured  on  the 
gullibility  of  the  public.  The  local  paper,  referring  to  the 
subject,  stated  that  "Dr.  Mason,  while  imparting  much 
useful  and  instructive  information,  introduced  an  element 
of  humour  into  his  remarks  which  stimulated  the  interest 
of  the  hearers  and  kept  them  in  the  best  of  tempers." 

Chemists'  Views. — The  Northern  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation have  been  actively  engaged  in  connection  with  the 
Quackery  Prevention  Bill  and  the  Poisons  Bill.  A  letter 
has  been  sent  to  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  kindred  associations  which  concludes  with  the  remark 
"  you  will  agree  that  quack  remedies  are  originated  in 
nearly  every  case  by  unqualified  men,  and  are  sold  by 
exaggerated  advertisements  at  extortionate  prices,  and 
the  chemists  of  Auckland,  and,  in  fact,  throughout  the 
Colony,  would  welcome  an  Act  which  would  prevent  the 
sale  of  such  fraudulent  manufactures."  With  reference  to 
the  Poisons  Bill,  another  letter  mentions  three  points  con- 
cerning which  the  Association  are  unanimous  :  That  the 
Sales  of  Poisons  Act  should  be  under  the  administration  of 
the  Pharmacy  Board  of  New  Zealand  as  in  Britain. 
Chemists  generally  being  men  who  have  to  reach  a  high 
standard  of  knowledge  to  gain  their  diploma,  should  be 
allowed  some  discretionary  power  in  their  business  as  in 
the  past.  That  the  words  "known  to  seller"  should  be 
erased  from  Clause  17,  as  it  would  be  impossible  for  a 
Wellington  chemist  to  make  up  the  prescription  of  an 
Auckland  doctor  if  they  remained.  That  the  words 
"  according  to  the  prescription  of  a  duly  qualified  medical 
practitioner"  should  be  erased  from  Clause  20,  as  they 
would  prevent  the  public  being  supplied  with  such 
preparations  as  Easton's  Syrup  and  Fellows'  Compound 
Syrup  of  Hypophosphites  without  first  getting  a  prescrip- 
tion from  a  medical  practitioner. 

Tasmania. 

"Certainly  Not." — In  a  discussion  in  the  House  of 
Assembly  on  September  5  Mr.  Howroyd  asked  the  Premier 
"  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  during  the  present  session  to  amend  the  law  re- 
lating to  the  sale  of  drugs  and  medicines,  so  as  to  permit 
storekeepers  and  vendors  other  than  chemists  and  drug- 
gists to  sell  patent  proprietary  medicines?  "  The  Premier 
gave  as  his  reply  the  two  words  given  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  paragraph. 

patents  in  IRew  Zealand 

CI  PEAKING  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  July  17 
O  on  the  motion  that  a  Select  Committee  should  be 
appointed  to  take  evidence  and  report  on  the  Quackery  Pre- 
vention Bill,  Mr.  J.  T.  M.  Hornsby  explained  that  in  order 
that  members  might  understand  the  lines  on  which  he 
wished  to  proceed  in  the  Bill,  he  placed  on  record  the 
analyses  of  certain  medicines,  which  analyses  had  been 
obtained  from  Great  Britain.  "This  information,  he 
added,  "does  not  necessarily  give  you  the  exact  propor- 
tions of  the  ingredients  of  the  medicine  so  called,  but  these 
are  honest  analyses  of  the  contents  of  these  medicines. 
First  of  all  Mr.  Hornsby  took  preparations  with  aperient 
properties  : 

Abbey's  Salt.— Tartaric  acid,  bicarbonate  of  soda,  sulphate 
of  magnesium,  and  sugar. 
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Beecham's  Pills.— Aloes,  ginger,  and  soap.  _ 
Bile  Beans.— Cascara  sagrada,  rhubarb,  liquorice,  and  oil 
of  peppermint. 

Brandreth's  Pills.— Gamboge,  podophyllm,  Phytolacca, 
saffron,  and  oil  of  cloves. 

Californian  Syrup  of  Figs.— Senna,  syrup  of  figs,  and  cinna- 
mon. 

Cockle's  Pills.— Aloes,  colocynth,  and  rhubarb. 

Carter's  Little  Liver  Pills.— Podophyllin  (£  gram)  and 
aloes  (i  grain)  to  each  pill. 

Dixon's  Pills.— Taraxacum,  podophyllin,  jalap,  and  soap. 

Eno's  Fruit  Salts.— Bicarbonate  of  soda,  tartaric  acid,  and 
citric  acid,  with  Rochelle  salt. 

Holloway's  Pills.— Aloes  (62  grains),  rhubarb  (27),  saffron 
(3),  sulphate  of  soda  (3),  and  capsicum  (7). 

Hooper's  Pills.— Aloes,  sulphate  of  iron,  hellebore,  myrrh, 
canella,  ginger,  and  soap. 

Lamplough's  Pyretic  Saline. — Bicarbonate  of  soda  and 
potash,  with  citric  acid. 

Morrison's  Pills. — Aloes,  gamboge,  colocynth,  and  cream  of 

Page  Woodcock's  Wind  Pills.— Aloes,  oleum,  carui,  and 
soap. 

.  Parr's  Life  Pills.— Aloes  (14  parts),  jalap  (10),  rhubarb  (10), 
liquorice-powder  (9),  extract  of  gentian  (7),  massed  with 
treacle  and  soap. 
Scott's  Pills. — Aloin,  cascara,  and  soap. 

Seigel's  Syrup. — Aloes,  decoction  of  (60  grams),  gentian 
(2.3),  capsicum  (0.13),  extract  of  dandelion  (7.5),  sassafras  oil 
(0.3),  wintergreen  oil  (0.12),  rectified  spirit  (7.5),  borax  (1.3), 
syrup  (12.5). 

Seigel's  Pills. — Aloes,  ginger,  senna,  and  capsicum. 
Whelpton's  Pills. — Rhubarb,  aloes,  ginger,  ipecacuanha, 
and  soap. 

Next  Mr.  Hornsby  dealt  with  tonics,  stimulants,  and  seda- 
tives, as  follows  : 

Antikamnia. — Antifebrine  and  caffeine,  with  bicarbonate 
of  soda. 

Bromidia. — Potassium  bromide,  hydrate  of  chloral,  ext. 
hyoscyamus,  ext.  cannabis  indica.  with  oil  of  anise. 

Bunter's  Nervine. — Cresote,  chloroform,  camphor,  balsam 
of  tolu,  and  alcohol. 

Celery  Compound. — 3  grains  of  celery  and  chamomile  to 
5  grains  of  catsnip-herb  in  each  fluid  drachm  of  the  com- 
pound. 

Balsam  of  Aniseed. — Oil  of  anise  (5  dr.),  squills  (3  oz.), 
tincture  of  benzoin  (5  oz.),  tincture  of  camphor  (lj  oz.j, 
flavoured  with  oil  of  cinnamon  and  oil  of  coriander. 

Crevoisier's  Asthma-cure. — Equal  parts  of  belladonna,  fox- 
glove, stramonium,  sage,  and  saltpetre. 

Guy's  Tonic. — Phosphoric  acid,  cochineal,  gentian,  and 
chloroform- water. 

Williams's  Pink  Pills. — Sulphate  of  iron,  carbonate  of 
potash,  liquorice,  sugar,  and  starch — coloured  with  confection 
of  roses. 

Owbridge's  Lung-tonic. — Balsam  of  tolu,  oil  of  anise,  and 
oil  of  cloves. 
Kaputine. — Antifebrine  and  sugar. 

Bair's  Asthma-cure. — Iodide  of  potassium  (1  oz.)  and  tar- 
water  (16  fl.  oz.). 

Kay's  Tic  Pills. — Sulphate  of  iron,  quinine,  and  soap. 

Giant  Oxien. — Oleum  gaultherise,  sugar,  and  starch. 

Phosferine. — Quinine,  phosphates,  and  hypophosphites. 

Warner's  Cordial. — Rhubarb,  senna,  saffron,  and  liquorice. 

Winslow's  Soothing-syrup. — Tincture  of  aniseed,  caraway, 
and  fennel. 

Ozerine. — Bromide  of  potassium  and  iodide  of  ammonium, 
with  chloroform-water. 

Steedman's  teething-powders. — Calomel  and  starch. 

Woodward's  Gripe-water. — Liquor  magnesium  carbonate, 
oleum  anethi,  sugar,  and  a  trace  of  alcohol. 

Zox  Powders. — Pure  antifebrine. 

Mr.  Hornsby  proceeded  to  recite  the  following  preparations 
for  gout  and  obesity  : 

Eade's  Gout  Pills. — Salicylate  of  soda,  aloes,  and  guaia- 
cum. 

Blair's  Gout  Pills. — Colchicum  is  the  active  constituent. 
Gloria  Tonic  (John  Smith's). — Colchicum,  guaiacum,  and 
iodide  of  soda. 

Grey's  Specific. — 47  per  cent,  free  sulphur,  with  a  bitter. 

Russell's  Obesity-cure. — Citric  acid  (20  grains  to  5  oz.), 
glycerin,  and  water.    The  pink  tablet  equals  saccharin. 

Mrs.  Frost's  Obesity  Remedy. — Active  constituent  extract 
of  fucus  vesiculosus. 

Marienbad  Reduction  Pills. — Extract  of  squills  (10  parts), 
guaiacum  (22),  bicarbonate  of  soda  (10),  potassium  bromide 
(5),  senega-root  (20). 

Hair-restorers  were  then  mentioned,  as  follows  : 

Allen's  Hair-restorer. — Acetate  of  lead,  milk  of  sulphur, 
and  glycerin ;  scented  with  oil  of  cinnamon.. 


Koko. — Borax,  glycerin,  and  rose-water. 
Tatcho. — Purified  oil  of  paraffin  and  essential  oil  of  lemon. 
Harlene. — Glycerin,  alcohol,  ammonia,  and  oil  of  cassia. 
Mexican  Hair-renewer. — Acetate  of  lead,  precipitated  sul- 
phur, glycerin,  and  water. 

Finally  Mr.  Hornsby  dealt  with  miscellaneous  prepara- 
tions, giving  the  following  list  : 

Antidipso  (Ward  Chemical  Co.).— Chlorate  of  potash  and 
sugar. 

Cuticura  Resolvent. — Aloes  (1  dr.),  rhubarb  (1  dr.),  iodide  of 
potassium  (36  grains),  dissolved  in  alcohol. 

Petroleum  Emulsion. — Liquid  petrolatum  glycerin,  with 
hypophosphate  of  sodium  and  calcium. 

Loan's  (Backache)  Pills. — Oil  of  juniper  and  a  resin 
(copaiba  ?). 

Aperient  pills. — Podophyllin,  aloin,  rhubarb,  and  pepper- 
mint. 

Hale's  Catarrh-cure. — Potassium  iodide  (1  dr.),  tincture  of 
cardamoms  (4  oz.),  comp.  tincture  of  gentian  (12  fl.  oz.). 

Mrs.  Terry's  Drink-cure.— Sugar  (93-per-cent.)  and  salt  (2). 

Glykaline. — Glycerin,  rectified  spirit,  and  a  trace  of  iodide 
of  potassium. 

Clarke's  Blood-mixture. — Iodide  of  potassium  (48  grains), 
chloric  ether  (4  dr.),  solution  of  potassa  (30  minims),  water 
coloured  with  burnt  sugar  (7£  oz.) — 8-oz.  bottle. 

Warner's  Safe  Cure. — Nitrate  of  potash  (10  grains  to  the 
ounce),  with  minute  quantities  of  oil  of  wintergreen  and  liver- 
wort. 

Liquozone. — A  weak  solution  of  sulphurous-acid  gas  (does 
not  contain  ozone). 

Essence  de  Riggles. — 01.  menth.  pip.  dissolved  in  rectified 
spirit. 

The  honourable  member  proceeded  to  comment  upon  these 
various  medicines,  stating  that  not  one  of  them  would  cost 
more  than  6d.  per  4-oz.  bottle  at  the  outside.  His  bill  would 
not,  he  said,  prevent  any  honest  practitioner,  or  herbalist, 
or  chemist,  or  any  other  man  who  is  prepared  to  establish 
his  bona  fides  from  carrying  on  his  trade  or  profession  in  the 
Colony,  but  would  prevent  the  charlatan  and  quack  from 
trading  upon  the  credulity  of  the  people.  Mr.  Hornsby  also 
mentioned  that  the  Government  had  put  a  stop  to  the  ad- 
vertisements of  sexual  remedies  in  New  Zealand,  and 
through  this  influence  numbers  of  the  charlatans  have 
already  been  driven  out,  and  he  hoped  to  see  the  last  of 
them  before  very  long  if  he  succeeded  in  getting  a  workable 
measures  such  as  his  Bill  passed.  The  Bill  having  been 
read  a  second  time,  a  Select  Committee  was  appointed.  It 
consists  of  Mr.  Hornsby  (Chairman),  Mr.  J.  Allen,  Hon. 
Mr.  Fowlds,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Hanan,  Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  R. 
McKenzie,  Mr.  T.  MacKenzie,  Mr.  Mander,  and  Mr.  Rem- 
ington. [We  have  reprinted  the  list  literatim,  including  all 
the  errors,  and  call  special  attention  to  the  comment  on 
p.  616. — Editor.] 

CanaMan  IRem 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 

Even  Druggists  are  Buncoed. — John  Orrock  went  into 
the  International  Drug  Hall,  549  St.  James  Street, 
Montreal,  last  month,  complaining  that  he  felt  very  sick, 
and  asked  Mr.  Lebeau,  the  proprietor,  to  mix  him  a  pick- 
me-up.  The  first  dose  did  him  so  much  good  that  he  asked 
for  another,  which  the  obliging  druggist  mixed  for  him. 
This  also  John  swallowed  with  relish,  strolling  around  the 
store,  and  when  he  reached  the  door  proceeded  to  walk 
out.  Mr.  Lebeau  called  him  back  and  demanded  forty 
cents  for  the  drinks,  to  which  John  blandly  replied  that 
he  had  not  a  cent.  On  hearing  this  Mr.  Lebeau  called  in 
a  constable  and  had  Orrock  taken  into  custody  on  a  charge 
of  obtaining  goods  on  false  pretences. 

Examinations. — At  the  Major  and  Minor  examinations 
at  Laval  University,  Quebec,  last  month,  the  following 
passed  the  Major,  and  are  now  Licentiates  of  Pharmacy  : 
Donat  Belanger,  R.  Raizenne,  L.  D.  McLaurin,  Paul  Sarlur, 
and  M.  Cavanagh.  The  successful  Minor  candidates  were  : 
S.  Boulkind  (silver  medallist),  A.  Salva,  C.  A. 
Champagne,  Alf.  Larose,  M.  S.  Fraser,  H.  Nadeau,  R.  S. 
Bryson,  Sylvio  Choquette,  H.  Labrecque,  J.  A.  Belanger, 
Jos.  Asselin,  and  J.  H.  Lauzon.  These  are  now  certified 
clerks.  The  examiners  were  :  R.  W.  Williams,  Three 
Rivers;  H.  Lanctot,  A.  B.  J.  Moore,  Leo.  G.  Ryan, 
Achille  Goyette,  Montreal;  J.  E.  Dube,  Quebec;  with 
J.  E.  Tremble,  Chairman,  and  E.  Muir,  Secretary  of  the 
Board. 
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South  Hftican  1Rcws. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 

Note.  — "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  "  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

Legislation. — Among  the  Bills  passed  by  the  Cape  Par- 
liament before  the  dissolution  were  the  Fertilisers  and 
Farm  Foods  Bill  and  Mr.  Foster's  Noxious  Weeds  Extirpa- 
tion Bill.  Mr.  D.  J.  A.  van  Zyl's  "  Use  of  Poisons  Bill  " 
was  one  of  the  slaughtered  innocents. 

Treatment  for  Opium-smoking. — The  hearing  of  the 
charge  against  Dr.  John  McMullen,  of  Cape  Town  (C.  <b  D. 
October  12,  page  567)  was  concluded  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Medical  Council  on  September  24.  Dr.  K.  F.  C.  Murray 
again  presided,  and  Dr.  McMullen,  giving  evidence  in  his 
own  defence,  admitted  that  he  had  prescribed  opium  in 
3  lb.  and  4  lb.  quantities,  but  contended  that  he  was  justi- 
fied in  doing  so,  in  order  to  cure  his  patients  of  the  opium- 
smoking  habit.  •  He  had  been  consulted,  he  said,  by  various 
Mohammedans  as  to  treatment  to  break  them  from  the 
opium  habit.    His  treatment  he  described  as  follows  : 

This  patient  of  mine  was  a  smoker  who  had  been  advised 
to  give  up  smoking  suddenly.  That  he  would  not  do,  and 
my  treatment  was  not  only  to  allow  him  to  smoke,  but  to 
allow  him  to  smoke  perhaps  more  than  he  had  been  accus- 
tomed to,  and  immediately  afterwards  to  proceed  to  ad- 
minister strychnia.  The  object  of  that  was — as  I  have 
found  from  experience  when  the  system  is  gradually  be- 
coming accustomed  to  the  strychnia — that  he  would  be  so 
much  stimulated  that  he  would  actually  feel  that  the  usual 
number  of  pipes  was  not  satisfying  enough.  I  gave  him  a 
little  belladonna  in  medicine,  because  I  was  afraid  that 
the  extra  smoking  would  damage  him  constitutionally.  I 
gave  him  the  antidote  in  the  hope  that  he  would  want  more, 
and  in  order  to  prove  the  original  statement  that  he  would 
probably  want  more  before  I  had  finished  with  him.  When 
he  demanded  more  I  ordered  him  to  continue  smoking,  and 
at  the  same  time  I  commenced  to  administer  doses  of  sul- 
phate of  zinc,  which  I  found  had  been  very  useful  in  these 
cases.  Among  other  things,  it  stopped  diarrhoea,  which 
usually  follows,  and  with  that  gradually  pushing  the  dose 
until  it  made  him  vomit.  I  succeeded  in  making  him  break 
with  his  habit. 

For  the  defence  Mr.  James  Jones,  Vice-President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony,  was  also  called. 
He  deposed  that  the  opium  regulations  threw  the  responsi- 
bility .  n  the  importers  and  chemists,  and  not  on  the 
medical  man.  Counsel  having  addressed  the  members  in 
defence,  the  President  intimated  that  judgment  would  be 
reserved. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cafe  Colony. — A  Council- 
meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  on  September  19.  Mr. 
J.  S.  North  (President)  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  were 
also  present  Councillor  J.  Jones,  Messrs.  F.  C.  Mathew 
(Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.),  D.  K.  Petersen  (Petersen,  Ltd.), 
W.  H.  Froembling,  J.  Sowden,  A.  E.  A.  Tothill,  W.  Turn- 
bull,  and  J.  Dell  (Secretary).  Letters  were  read  from 
Messrs.  A.  J.  Eivett  (Lennon,  Ltd.)  and  G.  Darroll  (A. 
Cleghorn  &  Darroll),  regretting  their  inability  to  be  present. 
Mrs.  Kernick  wrote  thanking  the  Society  for  their  donation 
(see  C.  &  D.,  September  14,  p.  432),  and  a  letter  was  also 
read  from  Rev.  Mr.  Ravenscroft  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  same.  One  or  two  members  spoke  rather  strongly  on 
the  small  attendance  at  these  meetings,  and  recommended 
the  enforcing  of  the  standing  rule.  The  opium  regulations 
were  again  discussed,  also  the  recent  prosecution  by  the 
Medical  Council  (0.  <b  D.,  October  12,  p.  567).  Several 
subscriptions  being  in  arrears,  the  Secretary  was  instructed 
to  make  personal  application  on  all  members  for  immediate 
payment.  The  accounts  were  passed  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  Chairman  terminated  the  business  of  the  meeting. 


Natal. 

General  Business  in  Natal  does  not  appear  to  improve 
much  yet,  writes  a  Durban  chemist. 

Growing. — Mr.  Tulett,  of  Capetown,  chief  representa- 
tive of  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  in  South  Africa,  was  in- 
Durban  when  the  mail  left.  He  has  acquired  in  Durban  a 
larger  and  more  expansive  block  of  buildings  to  cope  with 
the  increasing  business  of  his  firm. 

The  Durban  Technical  Institute  is  now  in  full  swing, 
the  classes  in  chemistry,  botany,  and  materia  medica  being 
well  and  regularly  attended.  As  incentives  to  the  students, 
a  silver  medal  has  been  presented  to  the  Institute  by 
Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  to  be  given  to  the  student 
who  shows  most  progress  in  these  three  subjects;  and' 
Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  have  presented  a  copy 
of  the  latest  edition  of  Remington's  "  Practice  of  Phar- 
macy "  for  the  student  who  obtains  the  highest  marks  in- 
the  three  subjects. 

Sundries  Samples. — Mr.  Thomas  W.  Surman,  repre- 
senting Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  and  Sons,  arrived  at  Durban 
from  Australia  on  September  30.  Mr.  Surman  is  to  visit 
the  principal  towns  in  Natal,  Transvaal,  Orange  River 
Colony,  and  Cape  Colony,  and  as  he  carries  a  fine  collec- 
tion of  samples  of  Messrs.  Maw's  goods,  needless  to  say 
chemists  will  eagerly  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity 
for  personal  inspection  before  purchase.  Mr.  Surman 
made  a  successful  tour  of  fifteen  months  through  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  and  the  fact  that  he  is  working  South 
Africa  on  the  way  home  is  commendable  enterprise  on  the 
part  of  Messrs.  Maw,  seeing  that  trade  in  general  in  the 
African  Colonies  does  not  hold  out  much  inducement  at 
the  moment.  Mr.  Surman's  cases  (whose  contents  found 
much  favour  in  Australia)  have  been  reinforced  by  fresh 
samples  sent  out  direct  to  him  in  Africa. 

Transvaal. 

Medical  Act  Cases. — At  Johannesburg  on  September  20, 
Sterling  Johnson  was  charged  with  contravening  the- 
Medical  and  Pharmacy  Ordinance  by  practising  as  a 
medical  practitioner,  he  not  being  registered  as  such. 
Evidence  was  given  by  a  police  constable  of  the  accused 
examining  him  for  a  pretended  illness  and  giving  him  two- 
bottles  of  medicine,  a  box  of  powder,  and  a  box  of  tab- 
loids, for  which  21.  was  paid.  Another  constable  was  given 
medicine  and  three  boxes  of  pills,  for  which  he  paid  a 
sovereign.  The  hearing  was  adjourned. — Charles  William 
Godding,  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist,  whose  address 
was  given  as  care  of  "Dr.  Sterling  Johnson,"  was  also- 
charged  with  having  sold  a  bottle  of  medicine  containing 
strychnine  without  having  labelled  the  bottle  "Poison," 
and  with  failing  to  make  an  entry  in  the  poisons-book,  and 
without  a  prescription  from  a  medical  practitioner  having 
been  produced.  The  assistant  Government  analyst  de- 
posed that  the  medicine  contained  strychnine  to  the  extent 
of  double  the  maximum  dose.  A  constable  deposed  to 
obtaining  two  bottles  of  medicine,  a  box  of  pills,  and  a  box 
of  powder  from  the  accused,  who  told  him  that  the  mixture 
he  was  about  to  give  him  would  be  stronger  than  one  he  had 
had  before.  Alter  taking  a  dose  he  became  very  ill  and1 
went  to  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Hyland,  where 
symptoms  of  strychnine-poisoning  developed,  and  Mr. 
Hyland  had  him  removed  to  the  hospital.  In  the  witness- 
box  Mr.  Hyland  was  cross-examined  as  to  the  practice  of 
chemists  in  labelling  mixtures  "Poison"  when  made  up 
on  prescription.    This  case  was  also  adjourned. 


TRANSVAAL  PHARMACY  BOARD. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Board  took  place  at  Johannes- 
burg on  September  20,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  H. 
Dinwoodie;  the  other  members  present  being  Messrs.  R- 
Butters,  B.  Owen  Jones,  M.L.A.,  J.  R.  Jones,  and  C.  Keir. 

The  annual  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  and 
audit  inspector's  report  for  the  year  ending  June  1907  were- 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  by  the  President, 

That  a  sub-committee  be  appointed  to  consider,  in  con- 
junction with  a  sub-committee  of  the  Medical  Council,  as 
to  the  desirability  of  revising  the  poisons  schedule, 
it  was  agreed  that  a  committee  consisting  of  the  President 
and  Mr.  Butters  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
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A  letter  was  received  from  the  Colonial  Office  request- 
ing an  expression  of  the  views  of  the  Board  on  the  subject 
of  a  communication  received  from  the  Colonial  Secretary 
of  Natal  regarding  the  death  of  a  native  girl  who  was 
poisoned  by  taking  strychnine  in  mistake  for  Epsom  salts. 
The  strychnine,  it  was  alleged,  was  carried  from  the 
Transvaal  by  the  girl's  brother,  and  the  matter  was  brought 
to  notice  in  order  that  the  Transvaal  Government  might 
consider  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  adopt  stringent 
measures  with  a  view  to  minimising  the  possibilities  of 
natives  obtaining  poison.  It  was  decided  to  reply  that  in 
the  opinion  of  the'Board  the  precautionary  measures  pro- 
vided by  the  Transvaal  Pharmacy  Ordinance  were  already 
sufficiently  stringent.  The  case  reported  was  an  excep- 
tional one,  and,  although  it  was  alleged  that  the  poison  was 
fcrought  from  Johannesburg  by  a  native,  no  inquiries 
appeared  to  have  been  made  as  to  the  actual  source  of  supply 
and  as  to  whether  the  statutory  precautions  had  been 
■observed.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  members  that  no 
chemist  would  supply  strychnine  to  a  native  unless  on  pro- 
duction of  a  magistrate's  certificate,  and  that  the  poison 
must  have  been  obtained  from  some  other  source. 

A  list  of  permits  to  import  opium  recommended  during 
the  preceding  month  was  confirmed. 

In  view  of  information  received  from  a  chemist  prac- 
tising in  a  small  country  town,  it  was  decided  to  take 
further  representations  to  the  Government  as  to  the  un- 
reasonableness of  issuing  licences  for  the  sale  of  poisons 
to  storekeepers  carrying  on  business  where  there  is  a 
chemist's  shop. 

The  following  were  registered  to  practise  as  chemists 
and  druggists  in  the  Transvaal  :  A.  Caplan  and  F.  G. 
Phillips,  chemists  and  druggists,  Transvaal ;  and  W.  G. 
Reidford,  chemist  and  druggist,  Great  Britain. 


Colonial  ano  jforcion  Iflcwa. 

Taxed  Specialities. — The  Hungarian  Ministry  of 
Finance  is  considering  a  proposal  to  place  a  tax  of  10  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  pharmaceutical  specialities,  cos- 
metics, and  articles  of  perfumery  sold  in  Hungary.  Pre- 
parations manufactured  for  exportation  are  to  be  exempted. 

In  Alsace-Lorraine. — As  a  result  of  the  recent  limita- 
tion by  law  of  the  establishment  of  new  pharmacies  in 
Alsace-Lorraine,  the  value  of  existing  pharmacies  has  in- 
creased considerably.  In  the  small  town  of  Wasselonne 
two  pharmacies  recently  changed  hands.  One,  which  was 
bought  in  1871  for  1,400?.,  was  sold  for  3,200?.,  while  the. 
other,  which  had  been  in  a  family  for  nearly  a  hundred 
years,  realised  4,800?. 

Again  Reported. — It  is  probable  that  the  regulations 
concerning  the  import  of  specialities  into  Turkey  will 
shortly  be  altered.  It  is  said  that  in  future  the  importer 
will  have  to  produce  a  certificate  from  the  Turkish  Consul 
at  the  place  of  manufacture  giving  details  as  to  the  com- 
position of  the  speciality,  which  will  further  be  analysed 
by  the  Turkish  Custom  House  authorities.  The  pharma- 
cists will  have  to  demand  the  production  of  a  prescription 
before  selling  compounds  containing  more  than  one  ingre- 
dient. 

German  Alcohol  and  the  State. — The  question  of  a 
State  monopoly  of  alcohol  is  one  which  is  ex- 
citing some  attention  in  Germany  just  now,  and 
the  'pros  and  cons  are  discussed  in  an  article  in 
the  _ "  Miinchener  N.  Nachr.,"  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  an  extract  :  "  It  is  still  somewhat  early  in  the  day  to 
weigh  the  chances  of  a  spirit  monopoly.  The  parliamentary 
opposition  which  evolved  the  project  in  1886  is  still  strong, 
but  it  is  hardly  probable  that  the  antagonistic  attitude 
which  was  taken  up  by  the  '  Centre '  party  has  since 
undergone  a  change.  In  one  important  point,  however, 
the  situation  is  different  from  that  of  1886.  At  that  time 
there  was  no  connecting  organisation  in  the  spirit  industry  ; 
since  then  the  '  Centrale  '  has  been  constituted,  forming  a 
private  monopoly  and  practically  controlling  the  whole 
industry.  In  1886  the  Government  would  have  been 
obliged,  in  the  face  of  many  difficulties,  to  form  an 
organisation,  whereas  now  it  is  already  established,  and 
the  idea  of  utilising  a  private  monopoly  for  a  State 
monopoly  must  be  somewhat  tempting.      Moreover,  the 


spirit  ring  is  by  no  means  a  popular  institution,  and  its 
price  policy  is  sharply  disputed,  so  that  a  State  monopoly, 
which  would,  of  course,  break  up  the  '  Centrale,'  would  be 
greeted  with  approval  in  many  quarters.  Not  only  would 
the  State  benefit  by  this  addition  to  its  revenue  from  a 
hitherto  somewhat  unremunerative  source,  but  a  State 
monopoly  might  prove  effective  for  social-political  and 
hygienic  purposes  (restricting  the  consumption  of  alcohol, 
etc.).  The  price  standard  might  present  difficulties,  and  it 
is  a  question  whether  the  State  would  be  more  successful 
in  adapting  itself  to  the  changes  in  price  conditions  than 
has  been  the  spirit  ring." 


3noia  ano  tbe  i£ast. 

Personal. — Mr.  C.  B.  Robinson,  of  Thomson  &  Taylor, 
and  Mr.  Drayton,  of  Kemp  &  Co.,  Bombay,  have  returned 
from  their  holiday  in  England. 

Bacteriology. — Dr.  A.  Lingard,  Chief  of  the  Bacterio- 
logical Laboratory  at  Mukhtesar,  has  just  retired,  and  has 
been  succeeded  by  Captain  J.  D.  E.  Holmes,  Professor  of 
Sanitary  Science,  Punjab  Veterinary  College,  Lahore. — 
Burma  is  to  have  a  Pasteur  Institute  of  its  own.  It  is  to 
be  situated  at  Maymyo,  the  summer  headquarters  of  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Burma. 

Rubber  in  Burma. — The  Burma  Forests  Department  are 
offering  for  sale  the  lease  of  the  Government  rubber  planta- 
tions at  Mergui  for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  with  the  right 
of  renewal  for  a  further  period  of  twenty  years.  The  area 
offered  is  planted  with  rubber,  and  is  estimated  to  cover 
1,897  acres,  on  which  some  340,000  trees  of  Hevea 
brasilensis  are  now  believed  to  be  alive. 

Weevils  in  Wheat. — Mr.  David  Hooper,  curator  of  the 
Indian  Museum,  Calcutta,  has  given  in  the  "  Indian  Trade 
Journal"  the  results  of  experiments  he  has  made  in  con- 
nection with  the  ravages  of  weevils  in  stored  wheat.  In 
the  course  of  the  research  he  found  that  in  three  months  the 
weevils  introduced  into  the  wheat  at  the  beginning  of  the 
period  had  multiplied  sixty  times.  The  damage  done  by 
insects  which  propagate  so  freely  is  necessarily  extensive, 
and  a  counting  of  an  average  hundred  grains  showed  that 
65  per  cent,  were  weevilled.  The  wheat  lost  26  per  cent, 
of  its  weight  in  three  months. 

From  Japan.' — During  August  nineteen  pharmacists 
have  been  qualified  and  registered,  one  at  Kanazawa 
Medical  College,  one  at  the  Nagasaki  Medical  College,  and 
seventeen  by  examination.  The  number  of  applicants  for 
the  qualifying  examination  this  session  from  all  parts  of 
Japan  is  about  900. — The  new  course  of  lectures  on  prac- 
tical and  manufacturing  pharmacy,  begun  this  session  in 
the  Pharmaceutical  Department  at  the  Tokyo  Imperial 
University,  are  likely  to  prove  a  great  success. — At  the 
Osaka  Hygienic  Laboratory,  which  has  just  been  opened, 
lectures  are  given  on  hygiene,  bacteriology,  hygienic 
statistics,  etc.,  to  all  students  who  obtain  permission  from 
the  Mayor  to  attend. — The  Faculty  of  the  Medical  College, 
of  Tokyo  University,  have  agreed  to  admit  fifteen  new 
students  to  the  classes  this  year. 

The  Opium  Question. — The  Chinese  community  in  the 
Straits  Settlements  having  been  approached  by  the  Opium 
Commission  now  sitting  in  the  Colony  to  give  its  views  on 
the  use  of  opium  in  the  Straits  Settlements,  a  well-attended 
meeting  was  held  in  the  Chinese  Chamber  of  Commerce  last 
month.  Certain  questions  had  been  sent  down  by  the  Com- 
mission, and  after  some  discussion  recommendations  were 
drawn  up  to  the  effect  that  the  use  of  opium  is  condemned ; 
that  the  Government  be  advised  to  take  over  the  control  of 
the  opium-farms ;  that  shops  for  selling  opium  be  closed ; 
that  the  practice  of  selling  and  smoking  opium  in  brothels 
be  prohibited ;  that  no  opium  shall  be  sold  to  children  under 
a  certain  age ;  that  all  opium-smokers  be  licensed  and  a 
register  kept  of  their  daily  consumption  of  opium ;  that" 
after  five  years  opium-smoking  shall  be  prohibited  and  the 
importation  of  the  drug  proscribed;  that  more  establish- 
ments be  opened  for  the  cure  of  opium-smokers ;  that 
Government  servants  using  opium  be  dismissed  from  the 
service  ;  that  the  keepers  of  licensed  opium-shops  be  pro- 
hibited from  dealing  in  any  other  articles,  and  that  their 
families  be  not  allowed  to  reside  on  the  premises ;  also  that 
no  women  be  employed  or  allowed  to  make  use  of  such  shops. 
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Trade  Law. 

Cash  Carriers.— Mr.  Justice  Ridley  has  been  hearing  this 
week  evidence  in  an  action  by  the  British  Cash  and  Parcel 
Conveyors,  Ltd.,  against  the  Lamson  Store  Service  Co.,  Ltd., 
to  recover  damages  for  wrongfully  inducing  customers  of  the 
plaintiff  company  to  break  their  contracts,  and  wrongfully 
instigating  them  to  defend  actions  brought  by  the  plaintiff 
company.  Both  of  the  litigants  are  makers  of  carriage 
systems  for  the  transference  of  cash  from  shop-counters  to 
the  cash-department.  The  action  has  no  direct  interest  to 
the  trade,  except  that  Mr.  William  Mason,  managing  director 
of  Taylor's  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  was  one  of  the  witnesses.  His 
evidence  was  to  the  effect  that  he  gave  an  order  to  the  plaintiff 
company  in  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  a  similar  contract  had 
been  entered  into  with  the  defendants.  He  gave  the  defen- 
dants a  second  order  for  a  service  in  a  larger  branch  estab- 
lishment, and  did  not  think  it  improper  that  they  should  give 
him  an  indemnity.    The  Judge  decided  for  the  plaintiffs. 

A  Question  of  Patent  Haw  Mr  Justice  Kekewich  gave 

his  decision  on  October  16  in  the  case  of  Craig  v.  Dowding, 
which,  though  in  the  drapery  trade,  is  of  interest  to  those  in 
other  trades.  The  plaintiffs  were  warehousemen  dealing  in 
ladies'  underwear,  and  sold  a  corset  bodice.  Peter  Robinson, 
Ltd.,  one  of  the  plaintiffs'  customers,  received  a  letter  from 
the  defendant  to  the  following  effect:  "The  article  being 
sold  and  advertised  by  you  is  regarded  as  an  infringement. 
We  therefore  request  you  to  cease  advertising  and  selling  the 
article  in  question."  The  plaintiffs  took  action  against  the 
defendant  under  Section  32  of  the  Patents  Act,  1883,  which 
provides  that  if  any  person  claiming  to  bo  a  patentee 
threatens  any  person  with  legal  proceedings  or  liability,  the 
person  aggrieved  may  bring  an  action  for  an  injunction 
against  the  continuance  of  such  threats.  Mr.  Justice  Keke- 
wich held  that  the  terms  of  the  defendant's  letter  constituted 
a  threat,  and  stated  that  it  is  not  necessary  in  order  to 
constitute  a  threat  to  say  anything  about  legal  proceedings. 

High  Court  Case. 

Jefferson  Dodd  Litigation. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on 
Monday,  October  14,  Mr.  Justice  Neville,  in  the  case  of 
Jefferson  Docld.  Ltd.,  Richard  Jefferson  Dodd,  and  Edith 
Maud  Dodd  v.  Dodd's  Drug-stores,  Ltd.,  again  had  before 
him  a  motion  that  the  plaintiffs  might  be  at  liberty  to  issue 
out  a  writ  or  writs  of  sequestration  to  sequester  the  goods, 
chattels,  and  personal  estate  and  rents,  issues,  and  profits 
of  the  real  estate  of  the  defendants,  Dodd's  Drug-stores, 
Ltd..  and  the  directors  of  the  defendant  company,  for  con- 
tempt of  Court  committed  by  the  respondents  in  wilfully 
disobeying  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  dated  March  21,  1907, 
whereby  it  was  (among  other  things)  ordered  that  the  de- 
fendant company,  its  directors,  managers,  servants,  and 
agents  should  be  perpetually  restrained  from  using  as  part 
of  its  name  or  upon  any  of  its  shops,  premises,  labels,  etc.,  or 
otherwise,  the  word  "Jefferson"  or  any  other  name  or 
word,  not  being  part  of  its  registered  name,  calculated  to 
induce  the  belief  that  the  defendant  company  is  carrying 
on  the  business  of  the  plaintiff  company,  or  of  the  plaintiff 
Richard  Jefferson  Dodd,  but  that  injunction  was  not  to 
prevent  the  defendant  company  from  representing  that  it 
was  the  successor  in  business  of  the  plaintiff  Richard  Jeffer- 
son Dodd,  and  whereby  it  was  also  ordered  that  the  defen- 
dant company,  its  directors,  managers,  servants,  and  agents 
should  be  perpetually  restrained  from  selling  or  advertising 
for  sale,  or  otherwise  representing  or  disposing  of  any  medi- 
cine or  compound  not  being  made  or  compounded  by  the 
plaintiff  Richard  Jefferson  Dodd  as  made  or  compounded  by 
him,  and  from  using  the  words  "Dodd's  Female"  as  the 
description  of.  or  in  connection  with,  any  pills  or  remedies 
manufactured  by  the  defendant  company,  or  any  medicines 
or  remedies  (not  being  of  the  manufacture  of  the  plaintiffs 
or  one  of  them),  sold  or  advertised  for  sale  by  the  defendant 
company  without  clearly  distinguishing  such  medicines  or 
remedies   from  those  of  the  plaintiffs.— Mr.  Pietersen, 
K.C.,  stated  the  object  of  the  motion,  and  explained 
how  the  plaintiff,  Mr.   Dodd.   had  carried  on  business 
under  the  style  of  Jefferson  Dodd  at  a  number  of  places 
in  London,  and  made  and  sold  "Dodd's  female  pills," 
"Dodd's   female  corrective,"   and    "Dodd's   female  in- 
jection."    In   June  1903  he   sold   the   trade-mark  and 
secret  formula  to  his  wife  (the  plaintiff  Edith  Maud 


Dodd),  and  she  carried  on  business.  In  1905  Mr.  Dodd 
became  a  bankrupt,  and  in  August  1905  his  trustee  in  bank- 
ruptcy sold  the  formuke  and  goodwill  of  the  business  and 
everything  but  these  recipes,  to  Henry  Rous,  who  caused 
the  defendant  company  to  be  incorporated  in  November 
1905.  The  property  sold  to  Rous  was  transferred  to  the 
defendant  company  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  In 
February  1906  the  company  commenced  business  at  34  James 
Street,  Oxford  Street.  The  plaintiffs  complained  that  the 
defendant  company  was  infringing  its  trade-mark,  or  repre- 
senting that  it  was  selling  goods  made  by  Richard  Jefferson 
Dodd,  and  carrying  on  the  business-  as  if  Mr.  Dodd  wai 
concerned  in  it. 

Mr.  Bramwell  Davis,  K.C.,  for  the  defendants,  said  that 
the  goodwill  and  all  the  stock-in-trade  passed  to  the  defen- 
dants— everything  that  Richard  Jefferson  Dodd  could 
assign. 

Mr.  Pietersen  then  told  the  court  the  history  of  the 
present  action,  and  read  the  evidence  in  support  of  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Bramwell  Davis  read  a  long  affidavit  on  behalf 
of  the  defendants  to  the  effect  that  strict  orders  had  been 
given  that  the  order  of  the  court  should  be  complied  with, 
and  if  there  had  been  any  breach  it  was  not  wilful. 

Mr.  Justice  Neville  thought  the  defendants  had  not 
complied  with  the  order  made  by  consent  at  the  trial  of  the 
action.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  defendants  had  been 
guilty  of  a  breach  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  pills.  The 
serious  part  of  the  case,  however,  was  the  use  of  the  name 
"Jefferson  Dodd"  on  the  facia  of  the  shop.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  that  was  calculated  to  induce  the  belief  that  the 
defendant  company  was  carrying  on  the  business  of  the 
plaintiffs.  There  had  been  a  breach  of  the  injunction,  but 
though,  strictly  speaking,  the  plaintiffs  might  be  entitled  to 
sequestration,  he  thought  it  right  to  give  an  opportunity  to 
he  defendants  to  put  matters  right,  and  would  stand  the 
motion  over  for  a  month  for  that  purpose.  If  things  were 
put  right  the  order  he  should  make  would  be  that  the  defen- 
dant company  pay  the  costs  of  the  motion. 

"  Mazit." 

Lord  Coleridge,  the  newly  appointed  judge  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justice,  took  his  seat  for  the  first  time  as  Mr. 
Justice  Coleridge  in  Court  1  of  the  King's  Bench  Division  on 
Monday,  October  14,  and  heard  an  action  by  Louis  Charles 
Grouse,  39  Cambridge  Gardens,  Notting  Hill,  the  inventor 
and  proprietor  of  two  medical  curative  preparations,  known 
as  "  Mazit  "  ointment  and  "  Mazit  "  cachets,  against  Alfred 
Mills,  for  damages  for  breach  of  agreement,  or  alternatively 
for  detinue. 

Mr.  Lowe,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Jones  appeared  for  the 
plaintiff;  and  Mr.  Clavell-Salter,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Cababe  foi 
the  defendant. 

Mr.  Lowe,  in  opening  the  plaintiff's  case,  said  he  had  been 
a  courier,  and  in  the  course  of  his  travels  had  discovered  this 
preparation,  which  he  regarded  as  invaluable  for  the  cure 
of  gout,  and  spent  what  little  capital  he  had — some  800/.  or 
1,000/. — in  manufacturing  and  promoting  the  sale  of  it. 
In  December  1905,  when  he  had  expended  what  means  he 
had,  he  answered  an  advertisement,  in  which  the  advertiser 
stated  that  he  had  from  500Z.  to  10,000?.  to  advance  for  any 
genuine  business,  and  got  into  communication  with  the 
defendant,  who  carried  on  business  in  Broad  Street,  under 
the  name  of  Currie,  Mills  &  Co.  In  the  result  an  agreement 
was  entered  into  by  which  the  defendant  agreed  to  find 
500/.  at  least  to  finance  and  advertise  the  business,  and,- if  it 
proved  successful,  form  a  company.  The  plaintiff  was  to 
have  30s.  a  week  and  a  bonus  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  gross 
profits.  The  plaintiff  had  a  small  quantity  of  furniture 
and  a  little  jewellery,  which  he  had  pledged  in  order  to 
raise  money  to  place  his  invention  on  the  market,  and  in 
return  for  a  further  advance  of  100?.  he  agreed  to  give 
proof  of  his  confidence  in  the  defendant  and  of  his  own 
bona  fides  by  assigning  the  furniture  and  the  stock  of  pre- 
parations and  recipes  and  prescriptions.  The  defendant 
persuaded  him  after  the  agreement  was  made  that  100/.  was 
too  much,  and  that  he  must  take  50/.  The  plaintiff,  how- 
ever, never  received  more  than  15/.,  though  he  had  given 
a  receipt  for  65/.  The  defendant  had  never  paid  the  30.'. 
a  week,  though  he  had  possessed  himself  of,  and  converted 
to  his  own  use,  the  plaintiff's  stock  and  furniture. 
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The  plaintiff  gave  evidence,  and  in  cross-examination  it 
was  elicited  that  he  took  the  prescription  to  Messrs.  Hearon, 
Squire  &  Francis  to  be  compounded.  He  denied  that  they 
had  told  him  it  was  worthless  as  it  stood,  and  must  be 
altered.  He  had  owed  them  8/.  15s.  8d.  since  1905.  In 
reply  to  further  questions,  witness  admitted  that  there  is  no 
secret  about  the  cachets,  but  denied  that  the  ointment  is  only 
grease  with  a  little  vegetable  colouring-matter  in  it. 

The  Court  adjourned  while  the  witness  was  still  under 
cross-examination. 

On  resuming  next  day  the  defendant  gave  evidence, 
stating  that  when  he  first  saw  the  plaintiff  he  told  him 
he  had  sold  a  little  "  Mazit,"  but  not  much.  He  also 
said  the  cost  of  the  ointment  was  Id.  or  l^d.  a  box,  and  that 
it  retailed  at  2s.  9d.  a  box.  Being  in  a  bad  position  finan- 
cially he  would  sell  the  patent  for  100Z. ,  though  it  would  be 
worth  a  fortune  to  the  witness.  He  advanced  plaintiff  20?., 
and  agreed  to  give  100?.  for  the  vouchers  for  the  furniture 
and  the  stock  and  formula  of  "  Mazit,"  but  never  promised 
to  put  up  500/.  to  develop  the  business.  Witness  had  never 
sold  any  "  Mazit  "  or  received  any  money  for  it.  The  jury 
answered  interrogatories  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
judgment  was  entered  accordingly  for  100?.  and  for  the 
return  of  the  goods. 


Merchandise-marks  Act. 

What  is  Burgundy? 
The  hearing  of  the  summons  at  the  instance  of  the  Wine 
and  Spirit  Association  against  George  Henry  Goldsworthy, 
chemist  and  druggist,  192  Fulham  Road,  South  Kensington, 
for  selling  "Keystone  Burgundy"  as  "Burgundy"  was 
resumed  on  October  11. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Bramall  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  L.  B.  Sebastian 
and  Mr.  Forrest  Fulton  were  again  for  the  defence. 

The  main  feature  of  the  proceedings  was  the  cross- 
examination  of  the  principal  witness  for  the  prosecution 
(Mr.  W.  T.  Phesey,  manager  of  the  wine  and  spirit  de- 
partment of  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores)  by  Mr.  Sebastian. 
Counsel  asked  Mr.  Phesey  what  he  meant  by  the  Province 
of  Burgundy — the  old  Province  of  the  time  of  Charles  the 
Bold,  or  the  Province  at  the  time  of  the  French  Revolution. 
Witness  replied  that  he  meant  the  "  district  and  communes 
where  Burgundy  wines  are  produced."  Mr.  Sebastian  put 
it  to  witness  that  the  original  spot  where  this  Burgundy 
wine  was  produced  was,  according  to  Philip  de  Commines, 
not  the  present  district  of  Burgundy  at  all,  and  read  an 
extract  from  an  old  French  chronicle  to  show  that  the 
origin  of  the  Burgundy  wine  was  the  fact  that  it  was  certain 
wine  drunk  by  Burgundian  troops  in  the  course  of  a  cam- 
paign in  France  in  the  fifteenth  century.  Witness  said  that 
in  his  view  no  geographical  name  should  be  used  except  in 
a  geographical  sense. 

Mr.  Sebastian  :  But  exceptions  leap  to  one's  mind  ;  thus, 
you  do  not  go  to  Bath  for  a  Bath  bun  ? — Certainly  not. 
There  must  be  exceptions. 

Further  questioned,  the  witness  agreed  that  the  charac- 
teristics of  Burgundy  wine  were  not  solely  confined  to  wine 
produced  in  the  Burgundy  district,  but  the  latter  had 
peculiar  taste  and  bouquet.  "  Burgundy"  is  imported  into 
this  country  from  Australia,  California,  Spain,  Italy,  and 
Hungary,  but  he  considered  it  a  wrong  thing  that  these 
wines  should  be  described  as  Burgundy.  He  admitted  that 
at  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores  these  wines  were  called 
Burgundy,  although  they  are  put  under  the  heading  of 
"Australian,  etc.,"  because  it  is  the  general  practice  of  the 
trade.  In  answer  to  further  questions,  the  witness  de- 
clined to  taste  blindfold  two  samples  of  wine,  in  order  to 
decide  which  was  real  and  which  spurious  Burgundy.  The 
Magistrate  (Mr.  Lane,  K.C.)  upheld  the  witness's  objection 
to  making  the  test,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  an 
indignity  to  ask  him  to  make  a  public  proof  of  his 
reputation. 

Mr.  Sebastian  then  produced  an  extract  from  the 
"Lancet,"  which  described  the  result  of  an  analytical  ex- 
amination of  "Keystone"  Burgundy.  The  analysis  stated 
that  the  wine  was  "  full-bodied,  possessing  the  good 
qualities  of  good  Burgundy."  He  also  produced  a  certi- 
ficate from  the  South  Australian  Government  analyst, 
giving  "Keystone"  Burgundy,  which  the  learned  counsel 
admitted  was  a  product  of  South  Australia,  a  high  character 


as  a  sound  wine.  The  witness  read  the  certificate,  and  said 
he  quite  agreed  with  it,  except  that  he  did  not  agree  that 
it  was  of  the  same  quality  as  French  Burgundy. 

Mr.  Sebastian  :  Well,  it  seems  that  we  have  met  all 
objections,  because  Messrs.  Stephen  Smith  &  Co.,  Ltd. — ■ 
the  proprietors  of  "Keystone"  Burgundy — proposed, 
before  this  prosecution  was  started,  to  have  that  certificate 
printed  on  the  label  of  each  bottle. 

The  hearing  was  again  adjourned. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Camphorated  Oil. 
At  Sheffield  on  October  10,  Annie  Windmill,  grocer, 
109  Newhall  Eoad,  was  summoned  for  selling  4  oz.  of  cam- 
phorated oil  which,  on  being  analysed,  was  found  to  be 
composed  of  olive  oil  61.2  per  cent.,  mineral  oil  35  per  cent., 
and  camphor  3.7  per  cent.  The  prosecuting  solicitor  said 
the  difficulty  was  that  such  traders  as  the  defendant  pur- 
chased the  oil  from  wholesale  dealers,  and  they  did  not 
know  what  they  were  selling.  The  object  of  the  prosecu- 
tion was  not  so  much  to  get  a  penalty  as  to  get  small  dealers 
to  promise  not  to  sell  the  oil  at  all.  He  only  asked  for  costs, 
and  these  (14.?.)  the  Bench  ordered  defendant  to  pay. 

County  Court  Cases. 

No  Professional  Fees  to  Chemists. 
A  Case  has  just  been  decided  in  the  Wellington  County 
Court  in  which  the  Magistrates'  Clerk  at  Newport  sued  a 
chemist  in  Hadley  for  the  return  of  15s.,  being  over-pay- 
ment of  witness-fee  to  him.  The  Clerk  gave  the  chemist 
1?.  Is.  2d.,  and  afterwards  discovered  that  6s.  2d.  was  all 
that  the  scale  of  fees  allows  for  chemists.  The  Judge  held 
that  the  Clerk  must  abide  by  the  fixed  scale. 

Claim  for  Commission. 
At  Huddersfield  County  Court  on  October  11,  before  Judge 
Gent,  Mr.  Richard  Heaton,  chemist,  62  Blacker  Street, 
Birkby,  sued  the  United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.,  Liverpool,  for 
15?.  commission  stated  to  be  due  on  the  sale  of  bleaching 
liquor.  Plaintiff  stated  that  he  formerly  bought  large 
quantities  of  bleaching  liquor  from  the  defendants,  which 
he  resold  to  Copley,  Marshall  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  Huddersfield, 
at  a  profit  of  ^d.  per  gallon.  In  1904,  at  the  suggestion  of 
defendants'  traveller,  it  was  arranged  for  the  defendants 
to  supply  the  liquor  direct  to  the  firm,  plaintiff  to  be  paid 
a  commission  of  ^d.  per  gallon  quarterly.  In  1906  plaintiff 
obtained  an  appointment  in  South  America,  and  his  com- 
mission was  remitted  to  him  until  October  1906.  They  had 
since  refused  to  continue  the  commission,  and  it  was  urged 
on  their  behalf  that  the  agreement  was  not  to  pay  commis- 
sion in  perpetuity.  Judgment  was,  however,  given  for 
plaintiff  for  the  sum  claimed,  and  costs. 

Unskilful  Tooth-pulling. 
At  Whitechapel  Comity  Court  on  October  11,  Joseph 
Levene,  of  Myrtle  Street,  E.,  sued  I.  Weinberg,  of 
81  Whitechapel  Road,  for  100?.  damages,  alleged  to  have 
been  caused  by  "  the  unskilful  drawing  of  teeth."  In 
September  of  last  year  plaintiff  was  treated  at  the  surgery, 
and  in  trying  to  extract  a  tooth  the  defendant  broke  a 
piece  off.  The  man  wfent  home,  but  being  in  agony  returned, 
when  defendant  said  he  would  put  the  matter  right.  A 
second  operation  followed.  The  tooth  was  extracted,  but, 
plaintiff's  counsel  said,  the  plaintiff's  jaw  was  broken.  Sub- 
sequently a  doctor  was  consulted,  and  plaintiff  had  to  go 
to  the  London  Hospital,  where  he  was  attended  for  two 
months.  After  that  he  was  a  patient  at  the  Royal  Dental 
Hospital  and  the  Charing  Cross  Hospital,  and  there 
operated  upon.  From  there  he  was  sent  to  the  Mile  End 
Infirmary,  and  then  Guy's  Hospital.  For  the  defence  it 
was  contended  that  the  mishap  was  due  to  unique  circum- 
stances, and  did  not  constitute  neglect  or  carelessness  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant,  but  the  jury  found  for  the 
plaintiff,  assessing  the  damages  at  80?. 

Dispute  about  a  Picture. 
At  the  Wandsworth  County  Court  on  Monday,  October  14, 
Judge  Russell  heard  the  case  of  Hickman  v.  Cooper,  it 
being  an  action  to  recover  possession  of  an  oil-painting  of 
the  Madonna  and  Child,  or  30?.,  its  value;  and  the  de- 
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fendant  counterclaimed  61.  3s.  8d.,  balance  of  moneys  due. 
Mr.  Walsh  was  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Edmund- 
son  represented  the  defendant.  It  appeared  that  the 
plaintiff,  Mr.  William  Hickman,  a  retired  chemist, 
of  77  Howard's  Lane,  Putney,  purchased  three  houses  in 
Cathles  Road,  Balham,  and  appointed  the  defendant, 
Douglas  Cooper,  a  solicitor's  clerk,  of  Pathfield  Street, 
Streatham,  as  his  agent  for  the  collection  of  rents,  etc. 
One  of  the  tenants,  a  Mrs.  Green,  fell  into  arrear,  and,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  distraint,  a  Mr.  Ross  handed  to  Cooper 
the  picture  in  question.  The  case  for  the  defendant  was 
that  Mr.  Hickman,  jun.,  who  at  the  time  was  a  fellow- 
clerk  of  Cooper's,  authorised  him  (Cooper)  to  return  the 
picture  to  Mr.  Ross ;  hence  this  action.  In  addition  to  the 
picture,  Mr.  Ross  also  handed  to  Cooper  1,000  shares  in  a 
gold-mining  company,  and  it  was  estimated  that  if  the 
shares  sold  for  6d.  each,  the  amount  would  almost  satisfy 
the  claim  for  rent,  but  they  realised  nothing.  After  a 
lengthy  hearing  his  Honour  gave  judgment  for  the  de- 
fendant, the  question  of  costs  being  reserved ;  there  being 
other  matters  to  be  gone  into  by  the  Registrar. 

Repairs  to  a  Chemist's  Shop. 
At  Wolverhampton  County  Court  on  October  14,  before 
Judge  Howard  Smith,  Mr.  H.  E.  Cullwick,  dentist  and 
chemist,  North  Street,  Wolverhampton,  sued  Mr.  A. 
Barker,  chemist,  Dudley  Street,  Wolverhampton,  to  recover 
20/.  15s.  3d.  under  a  sub-tenancy  agreement  made  between 
them.  Mr.  S.  R.  Rhodes,  solicitor,  who  appeared  for  the 
plaintiff,  explained  that  by  an  agreement  between  the 
parties  the  premises  in  Dudley  Street  were  sub-leased  to 
the  defendant  on  condition  that  they  should  be  kept  in 
stated  repair.  Plaintiff  eventually  left  the  premises  and 
had  his  portion  of  the  work  done;  but  defendant  said  he 
should  not  have  his  share  done  then,  as  he  had  arranged  to 
take  the  shop  for  less  than  four  years.  Later  on  the  lessor 
called  upon  plaintiff  to  do  the  work,  which  was  also  done, 
and  plaintiff,  it  was  urged,  paid  for  the  whole  of  the  work 
which  the  defendant  ought  to  have  paid  for.  Evidence  was 
given  by  the  plaintiff,  Mr.  T.  J.  Barnett,  surveyor,  and 
others  on  his  behalf  ;  while  the  defendant  and  Mr.  Painter 
(architect)  gave  their  version  of  the  matter.  At  the  con- 
clusion, his  Honour  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for 
16/.  15s.,  including  6/.  2s.  6d.  paid  into  court. 

On  Sale  or  Return. 
At  the  Rhyl  County  Court  on  October  11,  a  case  in  which 
Virol,  Ltd.,  sued  Mrs.  Fletcher,  grocer,  of  Abergele,  for 
21.  17s.  for  Virol  supplied  was  concluded.  The  case  had 
been  before  the  Court  a  month  previously,  when  the  dis- 
trict manager  for  Virol,  Ltd.,  said  that  the  defendant  was 
supplied  with  Virol,  and  he  denied  the  defendant's  con- 
tention that  the  goods  were  sold  on  "  sale  or  return."  He 
said  that  their  firm  did  not  do  business  anywhere  on  those 
lines.  The  case  was  adjourned  for  the  traveller  to  be 
called,  the  defendant's  husband  having  given  evidence  that 
he  was  canvassed  by  a  Bovril  traveller  to  take  Virol,  but 
declined  to  do  so,  as  Virol  was  not  known,  and  he  only 
consented  to  stock  it  upon  the  condition  that  it  was  on 
"  sale  or  return."  He  was  corroborated  by  his  assistant. 
The  plaintiffs  had  declined  to  accept  the  returned  unsold 
goods.  Mr.  J.  S.  Wreyford,  the  traveller  who  booked  the 
order,  said  the  only  promise  he  made  was  that  the  firm 
would  exchange  the  different  size  bottles  if  one  line  was 
found  not  to  sell,  but  he  denied  that  he  ever  sold  the  goods 
on  "  sale  or  return."  For  the  defence  Mr.  J.  W.  Roose, 
grocer,  Rhyl,  was  called.  Mr.  Roose  said  that  some  three 
years  ago  Mr.  Wreyford  and  the  other  representative  of 
Virol  called  on  him,  and  offered  him  Virol.  He  said  he 
did  not  want  it,  as  he  knew  nothing  about  it.  They  then 
said  that  the  doctors  in  Rhyl  had  been  put  all  right  about 
Virol ;  but,  as  the  chemists  would  not  take  it  up  or  had 
not  pushed  it  as  they  should  have  done,  they  wanted  him 
to  take  it  in  hand  and  to  make  a  big  show  of  it.  They  did 
not  want  him  to  take  any  responsibility,  and  if  he  did  not 
sell  any  they  would  take  it  all  back.  He  stocked  the  goods, 
but  it  did  not  sell,  and  time  after  time  he  asked  what 
he  was  to  do  with  it,  but  was  asked  to  keep  it  until  the 
end  of  the  summer  to  see  if  the  visitors  would  have  it,  and 
if  they  would  not  he  was  to  send  it  back.  He  paid  his 
accounts  for  Bovril,  but  was  never  asked  for  the  Virol 
money,  until  at  the  last  Court  he  was  summoned  for  the 


amount.  On  the  day  of  the  Court  it  was  pointed  out  to  him 
that  he  was  a  local  tradesman,  and  that  he  was  fighting  a 
company  with  one  and  a  half  million  capital,  who  were  sure 
to  win  their  case.  So  he  did  eventually  settle  the  case, 
paying  half  costs.  But  when  he  saw  Mrs.  Fletcher's  case 
in  the  papers  he  communicated  with  her.  The  Judge  said 
that  after  witness's  evidence  he  was  bound  to  find  for  the 
defendant.  He  gave  judgment  for  defendant,  with  costs, 
the  goods  to  be  returned. 


Bankruptcies  ano  failures. 


Be  Oscar  Joseph  Klein  (trading  as  Charles  Buch  &  Co.), 
6  Mincing  Lane,  E.G.,  Colonial-produce  Merchant. — This 
debtor  attended  on  Friday,  before  Mr.  Registrar  Brougham 
at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  in  relation  to  his  public 
examination.  Mr.  G.  W.  Chapman,  Official  Receiver,  re- 
ported that  the  debtor  had  not  yet  filed  the  statement  of  his 
affairs,  and  his  Honour  directed  the  debtor  to  lodge  the 
accounts  within  fourteen  days,  postponing  the  examination 
for  a  month. 

Be  Frederick  Arthur  Cassell  (trading  as  Fred.  A. 
Cassell,  and  as  the  Arabian  Oil  Co.),  Arabian  Wharf,  Black- 
horse  Road,  Deptford,  Kent. — An  application  was  made  to 
Judge  Willis,  K.C.,  at  Greenwich  last  week  for  the  discharge 
of  this  debtor  from  bankruptcy.  The  failure  occurred  in 
1895.  The  Judge  pointed  out  that  the  debtor  obtained  large 
credit,  and  the  Official  Receiver  reported  that  he  had  con- 
tracted debts  after  he  knew  that  he  was  not  in  a  position  to 
meet  his  engagements,  and  it  seemed  that  he  must  have 
known  that  he  would  not  have  been  able  to  discharge  his 
liabilities.    The  discharge  was  suspended  for  three  years. 

Be  Henry  Leiblick,  trading  as  a  Chemist  at  47  Berners 
Street,  Oxford  Street,  W.— This  debtor  attended  on  Octo- 
ber 11,  before  Mr.  Registrar  Brougham,  at  the  London  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  for  public  examination.  In  the  course  of  his 
evidence  he  stated  that  he  came  to  England  early  in  1902 
from  Roumania.  For  a  month  or  two  he  was  employed  as 
an  assistant,  but  in  July  1902,  with  50/.  capital,  he  com- 
menced business  on  his  own  aceount  at  146  Commercial  Road, 
E.,  as  the  Central  Drug-stores.  In  October  1903  he  waB 
ejected  from  those  premises  by  the  landlord,  who  put  up  the 
rent  from  25s.  to  50s.  a  week,  with  the  result  that  witness, 
acting  under  advice,  refused  to  pay.  During  the  following 
January  he  borrowed  20?.,  and  recommenced  business  under 
the  same  style  at  Meard's  Court,  Wardour  Street,  removing 
in  the  following  October  to  47  Berwick  Street,  where  he  re- 
mained until  October  1906,  when  he  sold  the  business  for  60/. 
He  was  now  managing  the  business  for  the  purchaser.  The 
examination  was  concluded.  In  addition  to  those  already 
mentioned  (C.  <£•  D.,  September  14,  p.  436),  the  following  are 
scheduled  as  creditors:  G.  Boehm  (4?.)  ;  Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co., 
Ltd.  (5/.) :  R.  Ferber  (8/.)  ;  Hartmann  &  Holman  (8/.) :  Tid- 
man  &  Son  (21/.) ;  and  Erasmic  Co.,  Ltd.,  Warrington  (4/.). 


Deco  of  Hrranocment. 


Birch,  Charles  William,  trading  as  Swann  &  Co.  at  31  High 
Street,  and  residing  at  "  Clovelly."  Graham  Road,  Staines, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. — Trustee.  George  M.  White,  14  Old 
Jewry  Chambers.  E.C.,  C.A.  Dated,  October  2;  filed,  Octo- 
ber 8.  Secured  creditors,  28/.;  liabilities  unsecured, 
4,181/.  19s.  10(7.  ;  estimated  net  assets.  441/.  6s.  6c7.  Tho 
creditors  include  Barclay  &  Sons.  Ltd.  (208/.)  ;  Baiss  Bros.  & 
Stevenson.  Ltd.  (29/.) :  Daw  HiJ]  &  Hodgkinson.  Ltd.  (49/.) ; 
Ingram  &  Rovle,  Ltd.  (10/.):  S.  Maw.  Son  &  Sons  (14/.); 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  (16/.) ;  J.  Townsend  &  Sons  (12/.) ;  Blvton, 
Astlev  &  Co..  Manchester  (20/.) ;  A.  W.  Gerrard.  Birmingham 
(1.079/.) ;  T.  Birch.  Cheltenham  (1,230/.) ;  Mrs.  Birch,  Ealing 
(669/.);  Mrs.  Adkins,  St.  Albans  (33/.);  Mrs.  C.  W.  Birch, 
Staines  (500/.) ;  bankers'  claims  (122/.). 


<Sa3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Atkins,  A.,  and  W'a'rwfts,  F.  J.,  under  the  style  of  Atkins  & 

Warwick,  Mile  End  Road,  E.,  medical  practitioners. 
Cooke,  J.  W.,  and  Cooke,  C.  M.,  under  the  style  of  Cooke 

Bros.,  Barnstanle,  Devonshire,  surgeons. 
Mont\gue.  A.  J.  H.,  and  Howapti.  H.  C.  S..  under  the  stvle 

of  Montague  &  Howard,  Worksop,  Nottinghamshire, 

physicians. 

Roberts,  Ll..  and  Huohes,  A.  B.,  under  the  style  of  Roberts 
&  Hughes,  Deal,  Kent,  medical  practitioners. 
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1Bew  Companies  ano  Company  IBevvs* 


Dublin  Soap  Co.,  Ltd. — Registered  in  Dublin.  Capital 
10,0002.,  in  12.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
soap-manufacturers.  Registered  office,  Dublin  Soapworks, 
Newry. 

Synoloids,  Ltd. — Capital  60,0002.,  in  12.  shares.  Objects: 
To  adopt  an  agreement  with  the  S.  P.  Syndicate,  Ltd.,  to 
manufacture  and  deal  in  the  composition  known  as  "  Syno- 
loids "  and  other  similar  compositions,  chemicals,  photo- 
graphic paper,  and  photographic  and  scientific  appliances, 
etc. 

Kineto,  Ltd. — Capital  3,000?.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To 
develop  and  turn  to  account  any  invention  relating  to  kine- 
matograph  pictures,  apparatus,  and  appliances,  and  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  films,  plates, 
paper,  chemicals,  and  other  photographic  materials,  etc. 
Registered  office,  41  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C. 

Bloomer,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  2,0002.,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects :  To  take  over  the  business  of  chemists  and 
druggists  carried  on  at  Brierley  Hill  and  Brettell  Lane, 
Staffs,  as  "  Bloomer,  Fletcher  &  Co.,"  and  to  adopt  an  agree- 
ment with  E.  C.  Downing  and  J.  Bloomer.  The  first  directors 
are  E.  C.  Downing,  Brierley  Hill,  coal  and  ironmaster; 
J.  Bloomer,  Brierley  Hill,  chemist;  and  Mrs.  P.  H.  Bloomer. 

Industrial  Spirit  Supply  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  1,0002.,  in  502. 
shares.  Objects:  To  promote  the  sale  and  manufacture  of 
spirits  for  industrial  purposes,  to  deal  in  methylated  or  indus- 
trial spirit  by  wholesale  and  retail,  to  "enter  into  arrange- 
ments with  manufacturers  thereof  for  and  regulate  the  supply 
of  such  spirit,"  to  deal  in  and  enter  into  arrangements  for 
and  regulate  the  supply  of  naphtha,  petroleum,  and  other 
spirits  used  otherwise  than  for  consumption,  etc.  No  initial 
public  issue. 

Plasmon  Bread  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  100,0002.,  in  12.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  International  Plasmon, 
Ltd.,  for  the  acquisition  of  certain  rights  to  purchase  Plasmon 
from  them  for  the  manufacture  of  bread,  to  acquire  five 
bakers'  and  confectioners'  businesses.  The  first  directors  are 
Sir  Edward  Montague  Nelson,  K.C.M.G.,  C.  E.  Agate, 
H.  R.  Lower  (managing  director  for  five  years),  and  G.  S. 
Fort.  Registered  office,  "  Clock  House,"  Arundel  Street, 
Strand,  W.C. 

Macdonald  "_  Cure-I-Can  "  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  20,0002.,  in 
12.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  preparing 
and  selling  "  Cure-I-Can "  ointment  carried  on  by  R.  K. 
Hull,  F.  W.  Dawson,  E.  Bush,  and  P.  Macdonald,  Leicester, 
as  the  Macdonald^  "  Cure-I-Can  "  Co.,  and  to  carry  on  the 
same  and  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in 
medicines,  medical  preparations,  and  drugs,  etc.  The  first 
directors  are:  R.  K.  Hull,  Leicester,  leather  merchant; 
F.  W.  Dawson,  Leicester,  manager;  P.  Macdonald,  Leicester, 
skin  specialist;  and  E.  Bush. 

Ollo  Patent  Pad,  Ltd.— Capital  3,0002.,  in  12.  shares.  Ob- 
jects :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  E.  Springborn,  2  Cleve- 
land Villas,  S.  Tottenham,  N.,  chemist,  and  Mrs.  M.  Spring- 
born  for  the  acquisition  of  her  interest  in  the  Olio  Patent 
Self-acting  Pad  (Patent  No.  17,288  of  1904),  to  work  the  said 
patent,  and  io  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of 
surgical  and  medical  appliances,  proprietary  articles,  etc. 
The  Olio  Pad  Foreign  Patents,  Ltd.  (capital  1,5002.,  in  12. 
shares),  is  formed  for  a  similar  purpose  as  regards  U.S.A. 
Sweden,  Belgium,  Germany,  and  France. 

Oquit,  Ltd.— Capital  5,0002.,  in  4,995  ordinary  shares  of  12. 
each  and  100  founders'  shares  of  Is.  each.  Objects:  To  carry 
on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  pharma- 
ceutical, medicinal,  chemical,  and  other  preparations,  dealers 
in  proprietary  articles,  chemists,  druggists,  etc.  The  first 
subscribers  are:  J.  Carnaby,  72  Park  Road,  Dulwich,  S.E., 
clerk  ;  F.  J.  Wrottesley,  9  Rutland  House,  Cheniston  Gardens, 
barrister;  F.  E.  Sidney,  F.S.A. ,  Moreton,  Frognal,  N.W., 
director;  D.  B.  Hedderwick,  38  Great  James  Street  W.C. 
surveyor;  P.  J.  McKinlay,  Royal  Exchange,  E.C,  keeper; 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Sidney.  Moreton,  Frognal,  N.W. ;  and  A.  Clark, 
The  Euphanerad  Co.,  2  Queen  Street,  Cheapside,  E.C,  op- 
tician. 


The  Russian  Pharmaceutical  Trading  Co..  St.  Petersburg 
(capital  100,0002.),  made  a  profit  in  its  eleventh  (1906)  working 
year  of  24,8782.,  and  pays  a  dividend  of  12  per  cent. 

New  Debentures.— The  following  have  been  filed:  R. 
Gibbins  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (chemists,  Derbv),  2.0002.  5-per-cent.  de- 
bentures, created  and  dated  September  26,  1907.— Electrolytic 
t  ™  Co"  Ltd-  (Middlewich),  issue  on  September  23  of 
1,6002.  4i-per-cent.  first  mortgage  debentures.  Total  amount 
previously  issued  of  same  series,  31,1002. 

Incorporated  Medical  Practitioners'  Association.— In  the 
Companies  Winding-up  Court  on  Tuesday,  October  15,  in  this 


matter,  the  petition  of  the  Croydon  Guardians  was  mentioned 
before  Mr.  Justice  Parker.  Counsel  for  the  petitioners  ex- 
plained that  negotiations  were  pending  between  the  parties, 
and  he  suggested  that  his  Lordship  should  allow  the  matter 
to  stand  over  for  a  week.  The  company  was  also  represented 
by  counsel,  and  expressed  anxiety  that  this  course  should  be 
adopted.    His  Lordship  concurred. 

A.  &  F.  Pears,  Ltd. — At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  held  on 
October  14,  it  was  resolved,  after  adding  a  further  sum  of 
4,7032.  to  the  depreciation  account,  to  declare  for  the  half- 
year  ended  June  30,  1907  (subject  to  confirmation  in  general 
meeting),  a  dividend  on  the  preference  shares  at  the  rate  of 
6  per  cent,  per  annum  (making  6  per  cent,  for  the  year) ;  on 
the  ordinary  shares  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent,  per  annum 
(making  10  per  cent,  for  the  year) ;  and  on  the  deferred  shares 
at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  for  the  year.  The  amount  carried 
forward  is  6,4152.  The  transfer-books  of  the  preference  and 
ordinary  shares  will  be  closed  from  October  17  to  30.  The 
annual  meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  October  30,  at 
2  p.m.  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant. 

Henry  Squire,  Ltd. — Before  Mr.  Justice  Joyce  in  the 
Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  on  Saturday,  October  12. 
Mr.  Ford,  on  behftlf  of  a  debenture-holder  to  "the  extent  of 
1,0002.,  stated  that  this  company  had  got  into  difficulties 
owing  to  the  defalcations  of  certain  persons.  It  was  necessary, 
for  the  protection  of  the  debenture-holders,  that  a  receiver  and 
manager  should  be  appointed.  Counsel  for  the  company 
stated  that  he  did  not  consent  to  the  application,  but  he  could 
not  object.  Mr.  Ford  asked  that  Mr.  John  Ball,  accountant 
should  be  appointed  receiver  and  manager,  with  power  to  a' 
at  once.  The  company  had  about  ten  or  twelve  places  o ' 
business  in  London.  His  Lordship  made  the  order  asked  foi  , 
directing  that  Mr.  Ball  should  act  for  three  months. 

Henry  Hodder  &  Co.,  Ltd. — The  report  of  the  directors 
for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1907,  states  that  the  accounts 
show  a  net  profit  of  3,1372.  10s.  9(2.,  an  increase  on  the  previous 
year.  To  that  sum  832.  7s.  10c2.  brought  forward  from  1906 
made  a  disposable  profit  of  3,2202.  18s.  7c2.  From  that 
1,2802.  was  deducted  for  interim  dividend  in  January  last, 
leaving  a  balance  of  1,9402.  18s.  Id.  With  this  sum  the 
directors  recommend  the  payment  of  a  dividend  of  6  per 
cent,  (making  10  per  cent,  for  the  year),  thus  absorbing 
1,9202.,_  and  leaving  202.  18s.  Id.  to  be  carried  forward.  An 
analysis  of  the  profit-and-loss  account  shows  that  the  gross 
profit  for  the  year  was  16,5092.  18s.  lid.  Salaries  and  wages 
amounted  to  8,1182.  3s.  9d. ;  rent,  rates,  etc.,  2,4182.  13s.  Id. ; 
light,  water,  fuel,  4702.  lis.  lid. ;  advertising,  3722.  14s.  9c2.  ; 
trade  expenses,  1,2742.  7s.  id. ;  and  directors'  fees,  3152. ; 
while  the  amount  written  off  for  depreciation  of  plant,  furni- 
ture, and  fittings,  etc.,  was  5152.  5s.  lltZ. 


Business  Chances, 

Mr.  Major  Sharpley,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired 
Mr.  H.  W.  Sarjeant's  business  at  Whittlesea,  Cambs. 

Messrs.  E.  J.  Reid  &  Co.  have  taken  more  commodious 
premises  at  17  and  18  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Mr.  W.  Howes,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
Mr.  Simpson's  branch  business  at  55  South  Street,  Isle- 
worth. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Cole,  chemist  and  druggist,  Glastonbury, 
has  disposed  of  his  business  to  Mr.  J.  Booth,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Green,  of  Forest  Hill,  has  taken  over  the 
business  of  Mr.  R.  E.  Wilkins,  chemist  and  druggist,  at 
64  High  Street,  Highgate. 

Mr.  S.  T.  Coley,  chemist  and  druggist,  Stroud,  Glos., 
has  sold  his  branch  business  at  Nailsworth  to  Mr.  Butler, 
who  has  managed  it  for  some  time. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Plews  has  had  a  handsome  new  frontage  put 
in  his  Moorgate  Street  Pharmacy,  which  gives  him  two 
excellent  circular  show-windows  at  each  side  of  the  doorway. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Jones,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  has  taken 
over  the  business  at  47  Southside  Street,  Plymouth,  was 
formerly  in  business  at  Kalgoorlie,  Australia,  and  at 
Calcutta. 

The  old-fashioned  wine  and  spirit  business  carried  on 
by  Mr.  J.  G.  Downing,  at  Oporto  House,  Braintree,  has 
been  taken  over  by  Mr.  Samuel  Downing,  chemist  and 
druggist,  a  brother  of  the  former  proprietor.  The  wine 
business  was  established  nearly  a  hundred  years  ago  by  the 
late  Mr.  J.  G.  Downing,  father  of  the  present  proprietor, 
I  and  it  was  carried  on  in  conjunction  with  a  chemist's  busi- 
'  ness  as  it  will  again  be  done  by  Mr.  Samuel  Downing. 


610 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


October  19,  1907 


Blrtbs. 


Davies. — At  16  West  Street,  Havant.  on  October  7,  the 
wife  of  P.  Percival  Davies,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  son. 

Davis. — At  The  Pharmacy,  Matlock,  on  October  13,  the 
wife  of  A.  E.  Davis,  chemist,  of  a  son. 

Dobbin. — At  6  Wilton  Road.  Edinburgh,  on  October  13, 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Leonard  Dobbin,  of  a  daughter. 

Milne. — At  49  Forest  Avenue,  Aberdeen,  on  October  10, 
the  wife  of  P.  D.  Milne,  chemist,  of  a  daughter. 


flDarriaoe. 


Maw — Kenrick. — At  the  Parish  Church,  Bletehingley, 
on  October  16,  by  the  Rev.  George  Trentham  Maw  (brother 
of  the  bridegroom),  assisted  by  the  Rev.  A.  H.  De  Fontaine, 
Rector  of  Bletehingley,  Mowbray  Trenthttn,  fourth  son  of 
the  late  Charles  Maw,  or  Holmesdale,  Nuffield,  Surrey,  and 
7  to  12  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  to  Mary  Jaffray,  eldest 
daughter  of  Jar  vis  Kenrick,  of  Pendell,  Bletehingley, 
Surrey. 


Deatbs. 


Bissett. — At  Stockport  ,  on  October  7.  Mr.  James  Bissett, 
aged  fifty-five.  Mr.  Bissett  had  for  the  past  ten  years 
acted  as  dispenser  to  a  partnership  of  medical  gentlemen  in 
Stockport. 

Cheetham. — At  Rochdale.  Manfield  Road.  Tooting 
Common,  on' October  6,  Laurie,  the  beloved  wife  of  Percy 
Cheetham  (of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.),  aged  twenty- 
three. 

Higgins. — At  The  Chestnuts,  Farnham.  Surrey,  on 
October  10,  Mr.  William  Higgins,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  seventy.  Mr.  Higgins  had  carried  on  business  in  the 
borough  for  some  years. 

Morrison. — At  21  Kelvindale  Street,  Glasgow,  on  Octo- 
ber 11,  Janet  Laing,  widow  of  Mr.  Morrison,  chemist,  aged 
seventy-^even  years. 

Webster. — At  Bangor,  on  October  6,  Harriet  (Hetty), 
second  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Webster,  chemist  and 
druggist,  High  Street,  aged  twenty-seven.  Miss  Webster, 
who  was  a  teacher  at  the  Glanadda  Council  School,  had  a 
brilliant  University  career.  She  died  after  a  short  and  very 
acute  illness  in  the  Borough  Hospital. 


fiiMnor  Experiences. 

In  Edinburgh,  October,  1907. 


Perhaps  it  is  presumption  in  one  who  has  failed  the  first  day 
to  give  his  experiences  at  York  Place  ;  yet,  like  Lord  Rosebery, 
I  am  not  a  declared  lunatic,  and  by  accident  might  write 
something  sensible. 

I  did  not  feel  nervous  on  entering  the  chemistry-room,  and 
grinned  a  knowing  grin  when  handed  a  solution  of  NaCl  for 
volumetric  estimation.  The  quantity  of  AgN03  required 
was  0.5  gram,  but,  like  a  very  clever  idiot,  I  weighed  about 
0.3  gram  and  10  grams  of  the  solution  to  get  a  high  reading, 
and  a  high  reading  I  got — 100  c.c. — and  the  maroon  colour  of 
silver  chromate  seemed  as  far  off  as  ever.  So  the  estimation 
had  to  be  done  over  again.  The  salt  was  in  the  H2S  group, 
bismuth,  arsenic  and  a  carbonate,  but  the  time  was  up,  and  I 
had  not  written  a  report.  In  the  afternoon  I  went  up  for 
pharmacy,  which  was  simple  enough,  though  I  spoiled  my 
first  batch  of  tannic-acid  suppositories.  The  second  lot  were 
all  right.  "  You  spoiled  the  first  ones,"  said  the  examiner 
(who  saw  more  than  one  would  imagine).  "  Yes,"  I  said, 
"they  would  need  a  syringe,"  at  which  he  laughed.  I  got 
a  fair  examination,  and  the  examiners  were  civility  itself, 
anticipating  one's  wants  and  not  substituting  the  wrong 
article.  I  cannot  blame  anything  or  anybody  but  myself  for 
my  failure,  and  though  to  me  this  is  poor  consolation,  I  hope 
it  may  be  interesting  to  someone  who  has  not  yet  tried  the 
Minor  to  know  that  all  things  are  not  unfair  at  York  Place, 
that  every  mixture  is  not  a  trap,  and  that  a  man  must  not  be 
too  wide  awake  in  the  matter  of  volumetric  analysis.  (240/14.) 


{personalities. 


Dr.  J.  Reynolds  Green,  F.R.S.,  has  been  appointed  to 
the  newly  created  Hartley  Lectureship  on  Plant  Physio- 
logy in  the  Liverpool  University. 

Mr.  Samuel  Richard  Anness,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
15  London  Road,  Ipswich,  has  been  appointed  a  Visiting 
Justice  for  the  borough  under  the  Lunacy  Act. 

Mr.  G.  Aargaard,  of  Messrs.  P.  Moeller  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
18  High  Holborn,  E.C.,  has  been  appointed  to  the  honorary 
office  of  Secretary  to  the  Norwegian  Chamber  of  Commerce 
in  London. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  presided  on  Thursday  at  the 
Cycle  Trade  Conference,  not  because  he  is  an  expert  cyclist, 
but  on  account  of  his  knowledge  of  price-protection — the 
subject  of  the  discussion. 

Mr.  S.  Kutnow  is  to  be  installed  as  Master  of  the  Alex- 
andra Palace  (No.  1541)  Lodge  of  Freemasons  at  the 
Trocadero  on  October  2b.  Many  distinguished  members  of 
the  craft  and  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  to  attend  the  banquet 
afterwards. 

Mr.  Norman  Hodgson,  second  son  of  Mr.  Cuthbert 
Hodgson,  chemist,  Sunderland,  has  passed  the  Durham 
University  Matriculation  examination,  and  has  entered  as  a 
medical  student  at  the  Durham  College  of  Medicine,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

The  staff  of  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  7  to  12  Aiders- 
gate  Street,  London,  E.C.,  on  Tuesday  evening,  October  10, 
met  in  anticipation  of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Mowbray  T. 
Maw  to  Miss  Kenrick,  and  presented  him  with  a  hand- 
some bracket  clock,  and  for  his  bride  a  miniature  rifle. 

The  members  of  the  firm  and  employes  of  Messrs.  Mandall 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  wholesale  druggists,  Tower  Works,  Stockton- 
on-Tees,  have  presented  a  gold  watch  and  chain  to  Mr. 
Percy  Toffer,  who,  after  being  with  the  firm  for  thirteen 
years,  is  leaving  for  New  Zealand  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health. 

Mr.  L.  Temple,  who  has  been  with  Messrs.  Wardale  & 
Co.,  dental  mechanics,  East  Ham,  for  some  time,  has  been 
appointed  to  take  sole  charge  of  the  workrooms  of  a  well- 
known  West-end  dentist.  Messrs.  Wardale  &  Co.  made  his 
leaving  the  occasion  of  a  festive  evening,  to  which  all  their 
staff  were  invited. 

Mr.  T.  Ladakis,  of  Beirut,  Syria,  after  a  thorough  in- 
spection of  colleges  of  pharmacy,  drug-stores,  and  manufac- 
turing pharmaceutical  houses  in  New  York  and  Boston,  has 
settled  down  in  Philadelphia  and  entered  as  a  regular 
student,  taking  the  third  year  course  of  the  Philadelphia 
College  of  Pharmacy. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Tocher,  Ph.C,  F.I.C.  ,  has  recently  completed 
and  published  in  "  Biometrika  "  a  memoir  on  the  anthropo- 
metric characteristics  of  the  inmates  of  asylums  in  Scotland. 
The  "British  Medical  Journal"  and  "Nature"  comment 
upon  the  value  of  the  research,  which  is  an  unusual  one  for  a 
pharmacist  to  take  up,  involving  as  it  does  mathematical 
ability  and  precision  of  measurement. 

The  Emperor  of  Austria  is  recovering  from  an  attack  of 
influenza,  and  the  Vienna  correspondent  of  "The  Times" 
remarks  that,  "  unlike  other  varieties  of  influenza,  it  is  sus- 
ceptible of  treatment  by  quinine,  which  His  Majesty's 
physicians  are  stated  to  be  employing  with  excellent  results.'' 
This  is  a  curious  statement,  for  quinine  is  regarded  in  this 
country  as  being  practically  a  specific  for  influenza,  if  taken 
in  time. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vincent  Wood  held  the  coming-of-age 
celebration  of  their  eldest  son,  Vincent  Alec  Wood,  in  the 
Crown  suite  of  rooms  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Satur- 
day evening,  October  13.  Dancing  commenced  at  seven 
o'clock,  after  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  had  received  their  guests, 
and  terminated  at  midnight,  when  everybody  had  had  a  very 
enjoyable  evening.  The  health  of  Mr.  Wood,  junr.,  was 
heartily  toasted.  He  suitably  acknowledged  the  compli- 
ment, and  presented  every  lady  in  the  company  with  a 
souvenir  in  the  form  of  a  pair  of  handsome  hatpins  in  an 
appropriately  inscribed  case.  Earlier  in  the  day  Mr.  Wood 
entertained  the  staff  and  employes  of  the  firm  at  Black- 
friars,  and  they  presented  him  with  three  handsome  pre- 
sents from  the  various  departments. 


Octobee  19,  1907 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DEUGGIST 


611 


Grace  Botes. 


Figuroids. — The  prices  of  this  scientific  obesity  cure 
are  advertised  in  our  advertisement  columns.  The  article  is 
on  the  P.A.T.A.  list. 

Carmelite  Pills. — Messrs.  Edward  Taylor,  of  Islington, 
Square,  Salford,  Manchester,  manufacturing  druggists, 
have  secured  the  Sole  agency  for  the  United  Kingdom  for 
these  pills. 

Me.  Bernard  Slack,  391  High  Street,  West  Bromwich, 
has  just  published  an  enlarged  and  new  edition  of  "Q.  &  A.," 
a  pamphlet  which  briefly  describes  his  method  for  ensuring 
business  success.  A  copy  of  the  pamphlet  can  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  Slack  on  application. 

The  National  Cash  Register  Co.,  Ltd.,  have  issued  a 
reprint  (with  the  original  cover)  of  part  of  an  article  by 
Mr.  Gregory  Blyth  in  the  September  number  of  "  Cassell's 
Magazine."  The  article  is  entitled  "Counting  Cash  by 
Clockwork,"  and  is  an  account  of  the  rise,  progress,  and 
development  of  the  N.C.R.  business. 

Mira  Sachets. — Messrs.  Fassett  &  Johnson,  31  and 
32  Snow  Hill,  London,  E.G.,  agents  of  "  Pasta  Mack," 
send  us  a  sample  of  Mira  Sachets,  which  have  just  been 
introduced  by  Mr.  H.  Mack.  These  are  very  dainty  and 
pretty  silk  bags  resembling  collapsible  tubes  in  get-up.  We 
have  seen  nothing  of  quite  the  same  style  before,  and  the 
odour  is  exquisite.  Six  of  the  sachets  in  silvered  cardboard 
are  packed  in  a  box  to  retail  at  Is.  per  box,  this  being  the 
minimum  P.A.T.A.  price.  It  is  a  novelty  which  seems 
likely  to  be  popular. 

First-aid  Dressings. — Messrs.  Oppenheimer,  Son  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  179  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C.,  have 
just  introduced  a  small  packet  measuring  2^  by  1^  by  If  in., 
containing  two  pieces  of  antiseptic  gauze,  a  bandage,  a 
piece  of  oiled  cambric,  adhesive  plaster,  needle  and  silk, 
and  a  safety  pin,  all  in  an  antiseptic  cover,  for  first-aid  in- 
juries. The  dressing  is  designed  by  a  well-known  surgeon 
who  is  consultant  to  a  leading  ambulance  association,  and 
we  are  not  surprised  to  learn  that  the  demand  for  the 
novelty  is  such  that  the  firm  have  difficulty  in  keeping  up 
with  it. 

Pure  Essential  Oils. — We  daresay  most  of  our  readers 
were  struck  with  the  advertisement  of  Messrs.  Stevenson  & 
Howell,  Ltd.,  Standard  Works,  ,95a  Southwark  Street, 
London,  S.E.,  which  was  inserted  in  our  last  week's  issue. 
The  firm  have  engaged  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  whose 
expert  knowledge  in  regard  to  essential  oils  is  well  known, 
to  direct  the  analytical  control  of  their  products.  This  Mr. 
Parry  does  quite  independently  at  his  own  laboratories,  and 
in  such  a  manner  that  at  any  time  buyers  from  the  house 
can  have  the  oils  analysed  free,  and  thus  receive  additional 
assurance  of  their  genuineness.  It  is  obvious  that  a  scheme 
of  this  kind  could  not  be  entered  upon  unless  the  principle 
of  dealing  in  pure  products  be  the  standard  of  business,  and 
this  is  what  Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Howell  desire  to  emphasise 
as  regards  themselves. 

Koko  Competition.- — The  announcement  of  the  results 
of  the  Koko  window-dressing  competition  is  made  in  our 
advertising  columns  this  week.  We  have  had  the  advantage 
of  seeing  the  large  number  of  excellent  photographs  which 
were  submitted,  and  can  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  the 
arbitrators  whose  duty  it  was  to  make  the  awards.  By 
keeping  in  mind  certain  well-defined  requirements  in 
window-dressing  it  has  been  possible  to  make  a  selection  of 
prize-bearing  windows.  It  is  a  good  idea  of  the  Koko 
Maricopas  Co.  to  reproduce  the  photographs  of  the  four 
first-prize  windows,  as  it  enables  chemists  to  see  the  effect 
of  dressing  a  window  with  one  speciality,  and  also  gives 
hints  on  window-dressing  to  those  who  are  ready  to  learn 
from  the  successes  of  others.  The  competition  is  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  more  ambitious  scheme  in  the  New  Year. 

P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  Novelties. — Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
Beak  Street,  Regent  Street,  London,  W.,  have  sent  us  a 
batch  of  their  newly  introduced  specialities  which,  by  their 
variety  and  novelty,  testify  to  the  fecundity  of  ideas  which 
the  firm  possess.  Egmol  is  a  40-per-cent.  emulsion  of  olive 
oil,  eggs  being  the  emulsant  and  brandy  the  preservative, 


which  is  a  well-made,  nutritious  food  for  those  who  cannot 
take  or  desire  to  avoid  cod-liver  oil.  Petroleum  emulsion 
with  hypophosphites  is  a  good  cream,  and  is  put  up  in  wide- 
mouth  bottles.  The  heavy  petroleum  used  in  making  it  is 
free  from  traces  of  acid  and  sulphur  salts  which  was  for- 
merly a  failing  with  such  preparations.  Adrenalin  and 
chloretone  ointment,  a  new  combination,  whose  uses  will  be 
obvious,  is  put  up  in  enamelled  collapsible  tubes,  with  tips 
designed  to  facilitate  nasal  or  rectal  medication.  Black  wash 
tablets  are  a  convenience  which  some  practitioners  will 
appreciate.  When  a  tablet  is  crushed  with  glycerin  and 
water,  the  product  is  a  liquid  closely  approximating  to  lot. 
hydrarg.  nig.  The  tablets  are  white,  but  the  mercurous 
oxide  reaction  takes  place  when  they  are  wetted,  the  result- 
ing liquid  being  like  the  official  lotion  in  every  physical 
respect.  Cholelith  pills  are  novel  in  composition ;  they 
contain  acid  sodium  oleate,  sodium  salicylate,  phenolphtha- 
lein,  and  menthol,  a  combination  of  special  value  as  a  liver 
stimulant.  The  last  of  the  samples  we  have  to  report  on  is 
raticide,  a  virus  for  infecting  and  destroying  rats.  It  is  in 
a  dry  form,  and  sells  at  3s.  6d.  under  the  P.A.T.A.  regula- 
tions. The  literature  which  is  supplied  with  raticide  is 
very  convincing  as  to  its  efficacy,  and  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis 
&  Co.  make  a  special  point  of  helping  chemists  to  introduce 
the  virus  to  the  notice  of  warehouse  keepers,  wharfingers, 
and  other  people  who  are  likely  to  purchase  it  in  large 
quantities. 

A  New  Bunsen  Burner. — Messrs.  John  J.  Griffin,  Ltd., 
Kingsway,  W.C.,  have  introduced  a  new  bunsen  burner,  in 
which  the  air  inlets  are  at  the 
base  of  the  stand,  and  not  at  the 
foot  of  the  burner  tube ;  nor  is 
there  a  jet  in  the  burner,  so  that 
there  is  nio  possibility  of  the  jjij 
flame  lighting  back.  The 
amount  of  air  is  regulated  by 
a  movable  cone  which  is  seen 
in  the  section.  This  is  moved 
up  and  down  by  means  of  a 
double  wire,  and  it  enables  one 
to  produce  at  will  a  luminous 
flame,  an  ordinary  bunsen  flame, 
or  a  Tecu  blast  flame.  The 
burner  gives  a  wide  range  of 
temperatures,  and  is  sold  at 
Is.  6d. 

"  Tabloid  "  Capsules.— Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  & 
Co.  make  quite  a  new  departure  in  capsule  manufacture,  in 
so  far  as  the  "tabloid"  capsules  are  exactly  "tabloid" 
shape — biconvex,  and  with  the  sharp,  clean  cut  edge  which 
characterises  tabloids  of  the  larger  sizes.  The  capsules 
might  also  be  compared  with  "  tabloid  "  pastilles,  in  so  far 
as  each  one  appears  fo  be  homogeneous  ;  in  fact,  when  we 
opened  a  box  of  tabloid  capsules  of  terebine  it  needed  a  snip 
of  the  scissors  to  convince  us  that  fluid  terebine  filled  the 
interior.  Our  readers  will  be  able  to  judge  from  these  brief 
observations  that  the  form  and  finish  of  "  tabloid  "  capsules 
give  them  distinction.  We  have  received  specimens  of 
three  kinds — sandalwood  oil  mv.  (boxes  of  twenty-five), 
terebine  mv.  (boxes  of  fifty),  and  calcium  iodo-ricinoleate 
miij.  (boxes  of  fifty).  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the 
firm's  note  in  regard  to  the  last  named  : 

Calcium  iodo-ricinoleate  is  a  new  salt  containing^  large 
proportion  of  iodine,  which  combines  the  therapeutic  value 
of  calcium  and  of  the  iodides.  It  is  tasteless  and  odourless, 
and  is  not  affected  by  the  gastric  juice.  It  produces  no 
digestive  disturbance,  and  is  well  tolerated  by  patients  who 
cannot  take  potassium  or  sodium  iodide.  It  possesses  in  a 
marked  degree  the  action  of  its  components,  and  in 
syphilitic  cases  the  results  obtained  compare  favourably 
with  those  of  treatment  by  the  iodides.  It  has  proved  very 
successful  in  condylomata  and  other  specific  manifesta- 
tions, while  in  stubborn  cases  of  ulcers,  including  rodent, 
ulcer,  which  resisted  other  treatment,  it  has  been  reported 
to  produce  a  healthy  granulating  surface.  Various  affec- 
tions of  lymphatic  glands  and  of  the  thyroid  have  been 
favourably  influenced  by  the  administration. 

The  N.S.W.  Pharmacy  Board  has  joined  in  the  protest 
against  the  proposed  restriction  of  the  quantities  of  opium 
to  be  sold  by  Svdney  wholesalers  to  retailers,  which  the 
Federal  Government  is  enforcing. 
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prescription  problem. 


The  above  is  far  from  being  difficult,  nevertheless  we 
shall  award  three  crowns  for  the  best  postcard  renderings 
of  it  received  before  next  Thursday.  The  awards  will  be 
made  on  the  former  conditions,  and  our  decision  will  be 
final. 


Chemists'  Winoows. 

Contributed  by  "  C.  &  D."  Subscribers.   The  Editor  will  be  glad 
to  receive  photographs  of  effective  window-displays  for  inclu- 
sion in  this  section.    Notes  on  the  displays  should  accompany 
th»  phJCOJfapas.    W;  pay  for  whit  w;  uss. 


A  Liver-pill  Window. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Mollison,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Messrs. 
Cockburn,  Ltd.,  Glasgow,  sends  us  this  photograph  of  a 
window  which  was  dressed  to  advertise  Cockburn's  liver- 
pills.  In  the  notes  which  accompany  the  photograph  Mr. 
Mollison  says  that  in  arranging  the  display  he  had  in  view 
two  important  principles  :  (1)  The  attention  of  the  passer- 
by must  be  attracted  ;  the  bold  design  here  shown  does  so 
very  effectively.  (2)  The  public,  having  been  coaxed  to 
look  in  the  window,  must  next  be  shown  why  they  should 
buy  the  article  displayed.    This  is  accomplished  by  show- 


cards  containing  the  makers'  claims  for  the  remedy,  backed 
up  by  testimonials  from  satisfied  users.  As  to  the  success 
of  the  display,  this  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  the 
profit  from  this  article  during  the  display  was  from  4Z.  to 
bl.  per  week.  Many  apparently  excellent  displays  fail  to 
produce  the  expected  results,  which  is  often  due  to  the 
designer  not  having  realised  that  both  the  above  qualities 
must  be  found  in  every  successful  display. 


Scientific  prooress. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 

Determination  of  Ecg-onine.-Gieshoft("Pharni. Week  bl.,' 
II.,  1907,  32)  recommends  the  following  as  the  best  method  for 
determining  ecgonine  in  coca-leaves.  The  total  alkaloids  are 
extracted  in  any  of  the  usual  methods.  A  weighed  quantity 
of  this  mixture  is  boiled  for  one  hour  with  thirty  times  its 
weight  of  hydrochloric  acid  diluted  with  its  own  volume  of 
water  under  a  reflux  condenser.  The  liquid  is  filtered  after 
cooling,  the  filter  washed  with  water  and  the  filtrate  twice  ex- 
tracted with  an  equal  volume  of  ether.  The  aqueous  liquid 
is  now  evaporated  and  the  residue  dried  at  90°  to  95°  for  an 
hour  and  weighed.    This  residue  is  almost  pure  ecgonine. 

Cantharidin. — Kuoz  Krause  reports  that  on  analysis  of  the 
sobacic-acid  by-product  obtained  from  the  production  of 
cantharidin  from  Chinese  cantharides,  a  portion  of  the  mass 
(which  melted  at  60°)  remained  unmelted.  and  on  further 
treatment  30  grams  of  cantharidin  was  obtained  from  750 
grams  of  it.  The  cantharidin  melted  at  210°.  The  vapour 
pressure  of  cantharidin  is  so  high  that  it  evaporates  at 
ordinary  temperatures,  which  explains  the  separation  of  white 
crystals  from  cantharides  plaster.  In  books  the  melting- 
point  is  given  at  205°  and  210°;  if  cantharidin  be  obtained  by 
sublimation,  the  melting-point  is  210°,  if  obtained  by  crystal- 
lisation from  solutions  it  is  205°.  There  is  also  a  mixed  form 
whose  melting-point  is  between  205°  and  210°. 

Taxlcatin.-Lefebvre  ("Jour,  de  Phar.  et  de  Chim.,"  1907, 
241)  has  extracted  a  new  glucoside  from  the  leaves  and  twiga 
of  faxus  baccata ;  8  kilos,  of  the  fresh  twigs  were  macerated 
in  26  litres  of  hot  water  and  a  little  chalk  for  twenty  minutes. 
After  thorough  extraction  with  several  lots  of  water,  the  total 
aqueous  extract  (28  litres)  was  filtered  and  the  water  evapo- 
rated under  reduced  pressure.  The  thick  extract  was  well 
exhausted  with  acetic  ether,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  ether 
recovered  in  vacuo.  From  the  residual  ether,  crystals  were 
deposited  on  cooling  which  had  no  glucosidal  characters.  The 
filtered  solution  was  then  evaporated  to  a  syrupy  consistence, 
redissolved  in  95-per-cent.  alcohol,  and  then  completely  dried 
to  drive  off  the  last  traces  of  acetic  ether.  The  extract  was 
dissolved  in  water,  lead  acetate  and  ammonia  added,  the 
resulting  precipitate  suspended  in  water  and  decomposed  by 
dilute  sulphuric  acid.  The  lead  sulphate  was  filtered  off  and 
the  liquid  evaporated  to  dryness.  The  residue  was  extracted 
with  acetic  ether,  and  after  driving  off  the  ether  the  glucoside 
was  crystallised  from  alcohol.  Taxicatin  is  an  anhydrous 
crystal,  or  it  can  be  crystallised  from  water,  when  it  retains 
water  of  crystallisation  (2ILO).  It  is  odourless,  and  melts  at 
169°  to  170°"(anhydrous)  or  170°  to  171°  (hydrated).  It  is  kevo- 
rotatory, [a]»  =  —  73°.  Its  formula  is  C.sH^Or,  and  it  yields 
dextrose  on  hydrolysis  : 

"  C,3H220,+H10  =  C,H,2Os+CIH,J0J. 
Pepsin  Assxy.— Some  years  ago  M.  Jacoby  discovered  that 
a  solution  of  ricin  in  1  per  cent,  common  salt  solution,  which  is 
opaque  owing  to  the  albuminoids  which  are  mixed  with  the 
ricin,  can  be  cleared  quickly  and  completely  by  the  addition 
of  pepsin.  E.  Solms  has  turned  this  observation  to  account 
for  the  assay  of  pepsin.  A  solution  of  0.5  gram  in  50  c.c.  of  a 
5-per-cent.  salt  solution  is  filtered.  It  still  appears  opaque, 
but  becomes  milky  on  the  addition  of  0.5  c.c.  of  hydrochloric* 
acid  (1  in  10).  This  milky  solution  becomes  clear  on  the 
addition  of  peptic  ferment.  A  mixture  is  made  of  2  c.c.  of 
ricin  solution  and  0.5  gram  of  hydrochloric  acid  (1  in  10)  and 
poured  into  five  or  ten  test-tubes.  To  each  tube  is  added  1  c.c. 
of  gastric  juice  (or  pepsin  solution)  more  or  less  diluted.  The 
tubes  are  then  corked  and  left  for  three  hours  in  an  incubator, 
when  it  is  ascertained  which  strength  of  the  mixture  produces 
a  completely  clear  solution.  Control  experiments  may  be 
made  with  1  c.c.  of  gastric  juice  in  100  c.c.  of  water.  The  pro- 
portion of  pepsin  is  reckoned  by  units,  and  100  pepsin  units 
are  taken  as  the  basis — i.e.,  the  proportion  of  pepsin  con- 
tained in  1  c.c.  of  gastric  juice,  of  which  1  c.c.  diluted  100 
times  and  kept  in  the  incubator  for  three  hours  just  clears 
the  ricin  solution.  Gastric  juices  of  normal  acidity  show 
100  to  200  pepsin  units.  With  increased  acidity  the  proportion 
of  pepsin  also  declines  to  10  and  20  units  (occasionally  still 
further),  whereas  an  abnormal  increase  in  the  proportion  of 
acid  contained  in  the  gastric  juice  does  not  induce  a  corre- 
sponding increase  in  the  pepsin  secretion. — Phar.  Zeit.  1907, 
823. 
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©bservations  anb  IReflecttons. 

By  Xrayser. 


The  Patent-medicine  Men 

are  finding  their  world  seriously 
contracting  around  them.   Even  sections  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
world,  which  has  not  previously  manifested  much  sympathy 
with  cranks  of  the  Beale  kidney,  are  showing  a  disposition 
to  close  their  doors  against  these  benefactors,  who  have  at 
least  done  a  great  deal  towards  the  promotion  of-  modern 
cheap  literature,  among  other  services.    It  can  hardly  be 
considered  that  they  are  getting  fair  play.    The  large 
majority  of  their  products  are  reasonably  good  and  safe. 
A  few  are  valuable.    Some,  it  must  be  admitted,  are  sold 
at  prices  which  compare  rather  liberally  with  the  market 
quotations  for  the  materials  from  which  they  are  com- 
pounded ;  but  the  same  might  be  said  of  most  advertised 
articles,  and  the  dearest  are  cheaper  than  a  prescription 
and  its  supplement,  which  is  the  orthodox  alternative. 
Moreover,  no  one  is  compelled  to  buy  these  medicines,  and, 
within  limits,- anyone  may  seek  to  dissuade  other  persons 
from  buying  them.    That  there  are  some  for  which  ridicu- 
lous claims  are  made,  and  some  which  are  decidedly  dis- 
reputable, cannot  be  denied ;  but  it  is  not  judicial  to  parade 
these  "awful  examples"  as  if  they  fairly  represented  the 
bulk.    But  while  the  hysterics  are  on — in  Australia,  for 
instance — what  are  the  respectable  proprietors   to   do  ? 
Nothing  better  than  passive  resistance  was  suggested  at  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce  meeting.    Vigorous  protest, 
an  appeal  to  Lord  Elgin,  a  morning  call  on  Captain  Collins, 
are  salves  which  might  have  a  soothing  effect  on  the  sufferers, 
but  could  scarcely  influence  Australia.    The  idea  of  Down- 
ing Street  insisting  on  Australia  taking  British  patent  medi- 
cines is  not  presentable.    An  unflinching  resolve  not  to 
disclose  formula;,  and  to  put  up  with  a  temporary  cessation 
of  Australian  orders,  if  necessary,  seems  to  be  the  wisest 
policy.    English  journals  and  magazines  are  widely  read 
throughout  the  Empire,  and  advertisements  in  them  would 
be  so  much  more  effective  if  the  benefits  they  offered  could 
not  be  obtained  on  the  spot.    Mark  Twain  says  Adam  ate 
the  apple  not  because  he  cared  for  it,  but  because  it  was 
prohibited ;  if  the  serpent  had  been  prohibited,  he  says, 
Adam  would  have  eaten  that. 

Mr.  Boot's  Letter 

in  last  week's  C.  <£•  D.  is  a  useful  appendix 
to  an  important  episode  in  our  legal  history.  Documents 
written  by  adversaries  have  been  rightly  appreciated  from 
King  David's  day  to  our  own.  In  this  instance  the  specially 
important  feature  is  Mr.  Boot's  frank  recognition  of  the 
condition  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  "had  no  other 
course  open  to  them  "  than  to  take  action  against  his  com- 
pany under  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  Pharmacy  Act 
when  the  report  of  a  public  inquest  revealed  the  fact  that 
the  provisions  of  the  law  had  been  disregarded.  It  is 
•gratifying  to  find  one  piece  of  solid  ground  where  we  can  all 
meet.  Admit  for  a  moment  what  was  claimed  in  Messrs. 
Boots'  defence,  that  their  neglect  of  certain  precautions  was 
the  common  practice  of  chemists,  it  may  now  be  assumed, 
I  take  it,  that  under  such  circumstances  the  law  must  be 
vindicated  by  making  an  example  of  the  one  who  happens 
to  be  found  out.  This  is  not  ideal  justice — legal  proceedings 
seldom,  if  ever,  attain  to  that  standard ;  but  it  is  a  feasible 
working  principle.  But  how  much  further  than  this  ought 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  go  in  the  administration  of 
"the  section  which  they  are  not  expressly  required  to  enforce  ? 
We  are  not  unfamiliar  with  the  claim,  occasionally  put 
forward,  for  travelling  inspectors  to  be  appointed  for  the 


special  purpose  of  hunting  for  infringements  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act.  Messrs.  Boots'  counsel  at  Westminster  told  the 
Court  that  his  clients  had  waited  some  time  before  taking 
action  themselves  to  see  whether  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
were  going  to  move  in  the  same  direction ;  the  suggestion 
being,  of  course,  that  this  was  what  they  would  have  done 
if  they  had  been  impartial. 

Counsel's  Statements 

are  not  generally  understood,  however, 
to  commit  their  clients.    Their  business  is  only  to  win  their 
cases.    The  counsel  who  told  the  Court  that  his  client  never 
borrowed  the  kettle;  that  it  had  a  hole  in  it  when  he 
borrowed  it;  and  that  it  was  quite  sound  when  he  returned 
it,  was  clearly  not  giving  evidence.    Mr.  Boot,  however, 
insists  on  disregarding  the  legal  licence  when  it  is  used 
against  him.    He  assures  us  that  he  would  not  have  taken 
his  retaliatory  action  if  it  had  not  been  that  the  counsel  for 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  refused  to  admit  that  his 
company  had  merely  followed  a  custom  into  which  the  trade 
had  drifted.    But  surely  Messrs.  Boots'  advocate  would  have 
been  a  bit  astonished  if  his  "learned  friend"  had  replied 
to  him  in  effect,  "Yes,  it  is  true;  we  all  break  the  law; 
but  we  have  now  resolved  to  repent,  and  we  emphasise  our 
intention  by  making  an  example  of  this  firm."  Moreover, 
such  a  reply  would  not  have  been  true.    There  were  some 
righteous  men  in  pharmacy  even  before  these  actions;  and, 
unless  I  am  misinformed,  there  was  at  least  one  member  of 
the  association  of  Drug  Companies  who  had  not  drifted 
into  the  custom.    It  may  not  be  quite  unjust  to  credit  at 
least  a  portion  of  the  determining  influence  of  the  sum- 
monses against  Mr.  Robinson  to  the  ex-President's  gift  of 
speech.    Mr.  Boot  only  quotes  what  "  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson 
thinks,"  and  vituperation  of  his  opponents  was  not  charac- 
teristic of  that  gentleman.    But  it  is  not  impossible  that  in 
the  course  of  some  hundreds  of  speeches,  aided  by  the 
temptation  which  always  assails  the  man  of  fluency  to  "  get 
into  touch  with  his  audience,"  as  the  phrase  goes,  some 
things  with  a  sting  in  them  may  have  been  uttered. 

N  Rays, 

the  great  French  scientific  discovery  of  the  twen- 
tieth century,  are  no  more.    Their  funeral  has  been  re- 
ported in  "  Nature,"  and  it  does  not  appear  that  even  their 
fondest  friends  question  the  verdict.     The  N  rays  were 
"discovered"  in  1903  by  Professor  Blondlot,  of  Nancy, 
who  so  named  them  from  the  initial  of  that  city.  He 
reported  that  certain  kinds  of  lamps,  metals  in  a  condition 
of  strain,  and  human  nerves  and  muscles,  emit  rays  which 
pass  through  aluminium,  but  to  which  a  thin  layer  of 
water  proved  to  be  opaque.    These  rays  had  no  effect  on 
photographic  plates,  nor  on  the  electroscope,  but  they  were 
found  appreciably  to  intensify  any  light  to  which  they  were 
directed,  and  to  sharpen  the  senses  of  smell  and  hearing. 
By  means  of  aluminium  prisms  Professor  Blondlot  had 
measured  the  refractive  index  of  these  rays  to  an  exact 
fraction,  and  his  records  were  presented  to  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  in  the  approved  scientific  style.    A  gold  medal 
was  awarded  to  the  discoverer  by  the  Academy,  and  many 
French  scientists,  including  such  eminent  ones  as  Bec- 
querel  and  Charpentier,  followed  M.  Blondlot  and  con- 
firmed his  observations.    One  investigator  detected  the  rays 
as  emitted  from  ferments  in  action,  and  Blondlot  himself, 
continuing  his  experiments,  next  produced  some  Nt  rays, 
which,  curiously,  showed  precisely  reverse  properties  from 
the  original  ones.    They  diminished  the  intensity  of  light 
on  which  they  fell.    Then  it  was  found  that  the  rays  could 
be  suppressed  by  chloroforming  the  excitable  metals  which 
emitted  them.    Brain-rays  representing  our  thoughts  were 
now  confidently  predicted.    But  soon  a  note  of  scepticism 
was  heard.     English,  German,  and  American  physicists 
could  not  detect  the  rays.    Their  failure  was  variously 
attributed  to  national  jealousy,  or  alternatively  to  national 
lack  of  delicacy  of  sensation.   Latterly,  however,  scepticism 
has  spread  to  French  scientific  circles.    M.  Blondlot  was 
asked  to  submit  to  certain  tests,  indicating  from  a  number 
of  boxes  the  ones  which  contained  active  metals.    He  re- 
fused, and  consequently  both  his  supporters  and  his  anta- 
gonists have  adopted  the  theory  that  the  discovery  was,  as 
"Nature"  politely  puts  it,  "a  species  of  auto-suggestion 
based  on  preconceived  ideas." 
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DISINFECTANTS. 


"  SANITAS  OKOL"  coefficiency  20  to  22 

"  SANITAS  BACTOX"  ...  „  10 
•  "  SANITAS  SPECIAL  FLUID  "  7  to  8 

"  SANITAS  CKEOCIDE  "    ...        „  5  to  6 

"SANITAS  SOLDIS"       ...        ,,  2 
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*N.B. — "  Sanitas  Fluid  "  is  the  Standard  Disinfectant 
for  all  Sick-room  and  Household  purposes. 
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LTD., 


LOCKSLEY  ST.,  LIMEHOUSE,  LONDON,  E. 

C.  T.  KINGZETT,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 

Chairman. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO., 

49  Haymavket,    LONDON,  S.W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF    PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES. 


fRENCH&CERMAN 

ffiDPRIETARV  M  E  DIC I NES 


~  PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION.  LOWEST  PRICES. 

MUNN'S 

Genuine 

COD  LIVER  OIL. 

New  Season's  make.     Finest  Quality. 

lowest  price  on  application  to 

W.  A.  MUNN, 
 St.  John's.  Newfoundland. 

"THE  CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST"  SERIES, 


PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS.  Vols. 

Price  1 

THE  ART  OF  DISPENSING. 
VETERINARY  COUNTER  PRACTICE. 
ELEMENTARY  DISPENSING  PRACTICE. 
PHARMACEUTICAL  TESTING. 
DISEASES  AND  REMEDIES. 
GUIDE  TO  PRELIM.  EXAMS. 
URINE  ANALYSIS. 
OPENINC  A  PHARMACY. 


,  I.  and  II. 

0/-  each,  by  Post  10/6 
Price  6/-,  by  Post  6/4 
Price  4/-,  by  Post  4/4 
Price  3/6,  by  Post  3/9 
Price  2/6,  by  Post  2/9 
Price  3/-,  by  Post  3/3 
Price  2/6,  by  Post  2, 9 
Price  2/6,  by  Post  2/9 
Price  2/-,  by  Post  2/2 


WHEAT  DRESSINGS 

GENUINE  SULPHATE  OF  COPPER. 

AGRICULTURAL  SULPHATE  OF  COPPER. 
CARBOLIZED  SEED  DRESSING.  '  FARMERS'  FRIEND.' 
GROUND  VITRIOL  (Mixture  of  Sulphates  of  Copper  &  Iron). 

Chemists'  own  Formulae  carefully  made  up  &  packed. 

Bills  <t  Posters  supplied  Gratis.    Write  us  NOW. 
TOM  LINSON  &  HAYWARD,  Ld.,  LINCOLN. 


FLETCHERS'  HYDROBROMATES. 


The  titles  "Syr.  Hydrobrom."  and  "Syr.  Hydrobrom.  c  Strychnia" 

were  originated  by  us  in  the  year  1879  and  can  only  be  legitimately 
applied  to  FLETCHERS'  HYDROBROMATES.  Legal  proceedings  will 
be  instituted  against  any  firm  or  person  dispensing  or  offering  for 
sale  fraudulent  imitations  of  FLETCHERS'  SYRUPS. 


SOLE  PROPRIETORS, 

FLETCHER,  FLETCHER  (EL  CO.,  Ld.,  LONDON,  N. 


fibftorial  Comments, 


Published  at  the  Offices  of  "  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST, " 
LONDON,  MELBOURNE,  AND  SYDNEY. 


Australian  Opium-duty. 

We  called  attention  a  few  weeks  ago  to  the  utterly  absurd 
change  which  has  been  made  by  the  new  Australian  tariff 
in  the  Customs  duty  upon  preparations  containing  opium. 
Formerly  this  was  30s.  per  lb.  of  the  opium  contained  in  the 
preparations  when  not  dutiable  at  a  higher  rate  under  medi- 
cines. The  new  duty  is  30s.  per  lb.  irrespective  of  the 
amount  of  opium-content.  It  is  possible  that  the  change 
is  the  result  of  a  clerical  error,  which  appears  to  have  been 
discovered  early  last  month,  when  the  following  letter  was 
received  by  the  editor  of  the  "Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
Australasia  " — our  associate  journal  in  the  Commonwealth  : 

Commonwealth  of  Australia. 
Department  of  Trade  and  Customs,  Melbourne, 
September  7,  1907. 
Sir,— With  reference  to  tariff  item  293,  "  Medicinal  pre- 
parations containing  opium,"  duty  30s.  per  lb.,  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  you  that  the  Minister  for  Trade  and 
Customs  has  decided  that  this  item  is  to  be  interpreted  as 
imposing  a  duty  on  the  weight  of  the  opium  contained  in 
the  medicines,  and  not  on  the  full  weight  of  the  medicinal 
preparations  containing  opium. 

In  cases,  such  as  Perry  Davis's  Pain-killer,  Mrs.  Win- 
slow's  Soothing-syrup,  etc.,  where  the  quantity  of  opium  is 
small  and  the  bulk  preparations  would  be  otherwise  duti- 
able under  tariff  item  8,  duty  is  to  be  charged  under 
item  293  or  item  8,  whichever  yields  the  larger  amount  ot 
revenue.  , 

The  collectors  of  Customs  in  the  several  States  have  been 
informed  of  this  decision,  and  I  shall  be  glad  if  ^ou  will 
insert  a  notification  in  the  next  issue  of  your  journal  with 
regard  to  the  above. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  N.  P.  WOLLASTON. 

The  cablegram  which  we  printed  last  week  should  therefore 
read:  "The  duty  on  medicinal  preparations  containing 
opium  is  charged  under  item  293  at  30s.  per  lb.  of  opium 
contained  therein,  or  under  item  291  at  15  per  cent,  ad  vol., 
whichever  is  the  higher  duty.  In  cases  of  spirituous  pre- 
parations where  the  quantity  of  opium  is  small,  duty  is 
charged  under  item  293  or  item  8  (14s.  per  proof  gal.), 
whichever  yields  the  most  duty."  Item  291  is  "  Medicines," 
including  proprietary  medicines,  which  pay  15  per  cent, 
duty  ad  vol.  This  will  be  the  alternative  group  for  non- 
alcoholic preparations,  such  as  chlorodyne,  while  the 
alternative  duty  for  spirituous  preparations  is  item  8,  which 
includes  the  spirituous  essences  and'  spirituous  medicines 
me.  The  rates  of  duty  in  this  case  are  3s.  6d.  per  gal.  on 
irticles  containing  not  more  than  25  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit, 
7,s  for  25  to  50  per  cent.,  10s.  6d.  for  50  to  75  per  cent.,  and 
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over  proof  at  14s.  per  proof  gal.  The  restoration  of  the 
italicised  portion  makes  the  cablegram  intelligible.  The 
"Board  of  Trade  Journal"  appears  to  be  responsible  for 
the  omission.  We  observe  that  the  same  error  occurs  in 
the  "old  rate"  for  opium-preparations  in  the  "Journal's" 
supplement  containing  the  Commonwealth  tariff. 


Apprentices  and  Assistants. 

With  the  results  of  the  examinations  concluded  in  Edin- 
burgh and  London  this  month,  we  are  able  to  inquire  how 
the  year  1907  compares  with  other  years  in  the  matter^  of 
qualification  for  registration  as  chemist  and  druggist. 
Only  283  apprentices  have  been  registered  during  the  year, 
compared  with  291  in  1906,  a  difference  which  would  be 
negligible  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  it  was  hoped  that 
291  was  a  prelude  to  a  higher  figure.  The  entries  for  the 
Minor  examination  have  this  year  numbered  1,116,  com- 
pared with  1,164  in  1906,  and  the  passes  407,  compared 
with  400  last  year.  We  subjoin  the  details  for  each 
quarter  at  both  centres  : 

London. 


I  Examined  Paseeu 


January  

April   

July   

October  

175 
225 
216 
149 

No. 

72 
70 
78 
54 

Per  cent. 
41 
31 
36 
36 

"AC 

274 

25,8 

Edinburgh. 

Examined 

Passed 

January  

April   

July   

October  

81 
94 
100 
76 

No. 
37 
34 
37 
25 

Per  cent. 
45 
36 
37 
33 

351 

37.8 

Together. 

Examined  1,116 

Passed    407 

Pass  percentage   36.6 


The  Minor  passes  are  the  best  for  some  years,  the  past 
decade  showing  only  33  per  cent.  ;  but  the  fluctuations 
I    from  quarter  to  quarter  would  make  even  the  rashest 
student  of  statistics  hesitate  to  deduce  from  the  totals  that 
\  candidates  are  on  the  up-grade  in  learning.    The  one 
j  fact  which   stands    out   clearly    is   that   the  successes 
k  are  greatest  at  the  end  of  the  longest  college  term  of 
t  the    year,    viz.    September    to    January.      We  regard 
;  the   number    of    Minor   entries,    1,116,    as  remarkably 
good.    As  the  pass  was  higher  in  1907  than  1906  (34 
per  cent,  of  1,164),  the  figure  represents  about  as  many 
individuals   as   last  year,    and   this    is    satisfactory  to 
those  who  require  qualified  assistants.    But  we  would 
again  point  out  to  chemists  that  the  stock  from  which 
Minor  candidates  are  drawn  decreases  every  three  months. 
We  are  no  longer  in  the  days  when  every  three  men  who 
passed  the  Minor  represented  four  who  had  passed  the 
Preliminary.    The  present  ratio  is  the  reverse — four  pass 
the  Minor  for  every  three  who  pass  a  Preliminary  exami- 
nation.   A  state  of  equality  is  bound  to  come ;  then  we 


shall  revert  to  something  like  the  old  rule,  when  only  a 
proportion  of  those  who  passed  the  Preliminary  also  passed 
the  Minor.    This  is  the  normal  condition  of  pharmacy  and 
practically  every  other  examinational  calling.    So  far  this 
looks  like  a  sort  of  natural  adjustment  which  is  not  worth 
attention,  but  this  attitude  gets  a  rude  shock  when  the 
Preliminary  figures  are  remembered,  and  what  they  sig- 
nify.   They  are  only  a  symptom  of  the  fact  that  appren- 
tices have  ceased  to  come  forward  in  sufficient  numbers  to 
maintain  even  the  diminished  number  of  Minor  passes. 
Previous  to  the  time  when,  eight  years  ago,  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  gave  up  its,  own  Preliminary  examina- 
tion, the  influx  of  registered  apprentices  was  about  700 
a  year.    During  the  past  eight  years  the  total  influx  by 
registration  has  been  1,406,  or  two  years'  normal  supply. 
Moreover,  we  are  face  to  face  with  the  disquieting  fact 
that  the  number  of  Preliminary  registrations  under  the 
new  regulations  has  already  apparently  reached  its  maxi- 
mum point.     It  was  confidently  anticipated  that  the 
numbers  would  continue  to  rise  until  probably  400  a  year 
would  be  registered,  and  that  this  year  we  should  get  into 
the  three  hundreds.    Instead  of  that,  the  number  has  re- 
ceded to  283.    We  have  frequently  called  the  attention  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  the  serious  significance  of 
these  figures,  and  as  frequently  the  Council  has  shown  its 
utter  indifference — so  far  as  doing  anything  is  concerned. 
At  present,  for  example,  it  is  embarking  on  a  great  scheme 
of  organisation,  under  which  we  are  all  to  stand  like  an 
army   with  banners,  united  front,  and  all  that.  Equal 
energy  bestowed  upon  the  condition  which  threatens  the 
future  of  the  craft  would  be  more  to  the  point.    A  corre- 
spondent in  this  issue  deplores  that  50  per  cent,  of  the 
men  who  pass  the  Minor  nowadays  have  not  served  an 
apprenticeship  to  registered  chemists.    Whether  that  is 
so  or  not,  we  know  that  the  proportion  of  those  who  come 
into  the  retail  drug-trade  with  the  intention  of  qualifying, 
is  getting  small  compared  with  the  number  who  come  in  by 
the  back  door,  and  stay  in,  without  passing  any  examina- 
tion.   That  is  what  the  new  Preliminary  conditions  are, 
in  combination  with  other  circumstances,  encouraging. 


Revision  of  the  "  Proof  Base.  " 

A  very  interesting  investigation  is  now  taking  place  at  the 
Government  Laboratory  in  connection  with  the  revision  of 
the  bases  on  which  the  spirit  duty  is  charged.  Experts  tell 
us  that  the  ['resent  official  method  of  determining  the  amount 
of  "proof"  in  spirits  is  shifty,  and  that  the  whole  system  of 
ascertainment  of  strength  is  such  that  duty  is  paid  on  im- 
proper strengths.  When,  however,  we  are  informed  that 
remedial  methods  will  result  in  a  slight  gain  to  the  spirit 
revenue  computed  at  50,000/.  per  annum,  it  cannot  be  said 
that  the  revenue  proof  base  is  far  out  or  that  the  advantage 
reaped  by  the  trade  is  very  great,  seeing  that  the  total 
revenue  last  year  was  17,745,125/.  To  tincture-exporters 
and  others  revision  on  these  lines  means  a  slightly  increased 
drawback  and  allowance  on  export  goods.  The  revision  is 
said  to  be  necessary  owing  to  a  defective  legal  definition  of 
"proof  spirit,"  which  "at  a  temperature  of  51°  F.  shall 
weigh  1|  of  the  weight  of  an  equal  bulk  of  distilled  water." 
But  what  was  the  temperature  of  the  distilled  water  ?  The 
Act  does  not  specify.  This  is  the  defect.  The  consequence 
has  been  that  Sikes — the  maker  of  the  revenue  hydrometer 
and  compiler  of  the  "  Strength  Book" — chose  one  tempera- 
ture, Bate — the  compiler  of  the  specific  gravities  of  spirit 
stated  in  the  schedule  to  the  Spirits  Act,  1880 — chose  another, 
while  some  now  unknown  official  selected  a  different  tem- 
perature in  building  up  the  high  strengths  omitted  by  Sikes. 
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The  revenue  spirit-assaying  method  thus  has  an  unscientific 
basis.  Although  it  accords  with  the  condition  of  the  Spirits 
Act,  1880 — viz.,  that  "  proof  is  proof  as  ascerta;ned  by  Sikcs's 
hydrometer."  The  real  Sikes  hydrometer,  with  its  book  of 
tables,  was  approved  and  deposited  with  Mr.  Vansittart,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  1818.  Wherefore  it  would 
follow  that  the  present  adjustable  Sikes'  hydrometer  is  not 
the  real  and  original  article  legalised  in  1818.  Many  of  the 
bases  on  which  Sikes  worked  are  not  known,  and  conse- 
quently one  is  left  to  conjecture  what  these  bases  were. 
This  in  itself  is  unsatisfactory  and  unsafe,  and  naturally 
repugnant  to  scientists  and  students  of  alcoholmetry  in 
particular.  Sikes'  "Strength  Book"  is  with  us  still — 
with  additions  by  an  unknown  hand — but  it  can  hardly  now 
be  said  with  a  strict  regard  to  the  truth  that  these  tables  fit 
the  present  hydrometer.  The  fact  is  everything  is  slightly 
out  of  gear,  and  the  bases  of  our  present  method  of  spirit- 
assaying  have  been  chosen  in  a  haphazard  manner.  It  will 
scarcely  be  credited  when  we  say  that  until  the  passing  of 
this  year's  Finance  Act  there  was  no  legal  method  for 
ascertaining  the  strength  of  spirits  above  62.5  o.p.,  that 
strength  being  the  highest  ascertainable  by  the  original 
Sikes'  hydrometer  and  recorded  in  his  Table  Book.  The 
Excise  authorities  used  what  they  called  a  "light  hydro- 
meter" for  spirits  exceeding  62  o.p.,  but  had  no  statutory 
power  to  do  so.  Had  some  distiller  contested  in  the  past  the 
using  of  this  "light  hydrometer"  by  the  revenue  autho- 
rities, the  situation  would  have  been  much  more  in- 
teresting. Since  August  9  Parliament  has  conferred  on  the 
Revenue  Commissioners  power  to  use  any  instrument  or 
means  they  think  fit  for  ascertaining  strength.  This  gives 
a  tremendous  latitude  to  the  revenue  staff.  It  dethrones 
Sikes,  legalises  the  so-called  Sikes  hydrometer  and  light 
hydrometer  at  present  in  use,  and  establishes  any  instrument 
which  may  be  approved  in  the  future  in  addition  to  or  in  lieu 
of  present  ones.  Hence  if  the  outcome  of  the  spirit-testing 
investigations  of  the  Government  Laboratory  lead  to  the 
adoption  of  a  new  revenue  hydrometer,  it  will  become  legal 
the  day  it  is  approved  by  the  two  Boards  of  Customs  and 
Excise.  The  hope  of  alcoholmetrists  is,  first,  to  establish  the 
proof  base,  and,  second,  to  supersede  Sikes'  "Table  of 
Strengths "  by  a  table  which  shall  show  true  strengths. 
Sikes  ignored  temperature  in  building  up  his  table,,  so  that 
whether  hot  or  cold,  expanded  or  contracted,  "strength" 
with  him  remained  the  same — an  extraordinary  and  almost 
indefensible  fact.  He  heated  up  and  cooled  down  his 
sample,  noted  the  altered  temperature  and  specific  gravity  or 
"  hydrometer  indication,"  but  still  called  the  spirit  the  same 
strength,  with  the  result  that  in  summer  casks  of  spirits  have 
been  overcharged,  in  winter  undercharged.  Owing,  how- 
ever, to  spirit  being  cleared  for  duty  all  the  year  round  the 
summer  disadvantages  practically  balance  the  winter  advan- 
tages, so  that  in  the  long  run  neither  the  trade  nor  the  revenue 
has  much  to  complain  about. 


"  Honest  Analyses  "  of  "  Patents." 

We  reprint  from  the  New  Zealand  "  Hansard,"  on  page 
602,  a  list  of  so-called  "honest  analyses"  of  proprietary 
medicines  which  Mr.  Hornsby  (author  of  the  Quackery 
Prevention  Bill)  has  put  on  the  records  of  the  New  Zealand 
Parliament.  It  would  be  misleading  and  unfair  to  allow 
the  list  to  pass  endorsed  with  the  phrase  "  honest  analyses." 
The  greater  part  of  the  list  is  taken  bodily  from  Dr.  John 
Hutchison's  shilling  pamphlet  on  "Patent  Foods  and 
Patent  Medicines,"  and  although  that  compilation  is  com- 
paratively recent,  most  of  the  items  in  it  have  existed  for 
more  than  a  lifetime,  and  have  been  copied  from  book  to 
book  without  attempt  at  correcting  orthographical  errors, 


verifying  the  statements,  or  deleting  items  which  refer  to 
obsolete  medicines.  Dr.  Hutchison  did  not  call  his  list 
one  of  "honest  analyses  "  ;  that  is  a  fairy  flight  which  has 
been  left  to  Mr.  Hornsby  to  achieve,  and  it  is  not  justifi- 
able for  the  list  as  a  whole,  although  it  includes  a  few 
items  culled  from  the  pages  of  the  "  British  Medical 
Journal.  The  most  significant  statement  made  by  Mr 
Hornsby  m  placing  his  list  on  record  was  that  it  will  form 
a  basis  to  his  Select  Committee's  inquiry.  If  this  is  carried 
out,  makers  of  the  articles  named  will  have  the  oppor- 
tunity, no  doubt,  of  stating  their  own  case. 

"Patents"  in  Australia. 

The  debate  in  the  Commonwealth  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  regard  to  Mr.  Beale's  report,  which  we  epitomise 
on  page  602,, is  reassuring.  Sir  William  Lyne  indicated 
in  the  course  of  it  that  he  is  dealing  with  the  patent  medi- 
cine question  in  a  Bill  which  is  being  drafted.  In  regard 
to  this,  a  Reuter  cablegram  from  Melbourne  on  Wednes- 
day, October  16,  states  that  the  Bill  will  contain  no  legis- 
lative power  to  demand  a  statement  of  the  composition  of 
patent  medicines. 

The  Assistants'  Turn. 

The  German  apotheker  is  now  confronted  by  the  fact  that 
apparently  he  has  lest  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  Government, 
and  that  the  cause  of  the  assistants  is  the  stronger.  Until 
recently  the  assistant  (although  to-morrow  may  bring  him 
the  long-wished-for  concession)  had  no  voice  in  the  affairs 
of  his  profession,  but  since  the  foundation  of  the  Union  of 
Assistant  Apothekers  ( Verein  Konditionirender  Apotheker) 
things  have  been  altered.    It  was  remarked  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Apotheker  Verein  in  Eisenach  that  Medical- 
Councillor  Frolich,  the  well-known  member  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Commission  in  the  Prussian  Ministry,  attended 
in  his  private  capacity  as  an  apotheker,  but  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Assistants'  Union  held  in  Diisseldorf  he  was  present 
as  representative  of  the  Ministry.    Moreover,  some  por- 
tions of  his  speeches  on  that  occasion  will  cause  many  an 
apotheker  to  think.    "Your  proceedings,"  he  said,  "have 
shown  that  you  represent  the  younger  and  larger  group  of 
the  pharmaceutical  profession,  your  decisions  have  a  freer, 
more  aspiring  tendency,  your  discussions  prove  that  you  not 
only  think  of  the  present,  but  are  led  by  an  endeavour  to 
take  account  of  the  future  prospects  of  pharmacy."  In 
extolling  the  President,  Herr  Frolich  said  :  "  He  will  pre- 
vent the  introduction  of  causes  of  friction  into  the  Union 
which  might  endanger  your  splendid  position  (vorziigliche 
Stellung)."    The  latter  sentence,  implying  the  favour- 
able   attitude    of    the    Government  towards  the  Assis- 
tants' Union,  induces  pharmacy  owners  to  imagine  that 
perhaps  these  speeches  were  made  for  their  benefit.  Fur- 
thermore, the  Government  is  showing  that  it  has  seized  the 
opportunity  arising  from  the  result  of  the  Eisenach  meet- 
ing by  ordering  an  immediate  consideration  of  all  the  pro- 
nouncements on  the  proposed  Pharmacy  Bill.    It  is  evident 
that  the  Government  desires  to  bring  to  a  speedy  and 
definite  conclusion  the  "unpleasant"  and  long-standing 
pharmacy  question.    This  is  a  vital  moment  for  German 
pharmacy,  and  yet  the  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  pro- 
fession is  passing  strange.    Is  it  the  curse  of  the  profession 
all  over  the  world  that  it  cannot  make  up  its  mind  as  to 
what  it  wants  ? 


Among  the  exports  from  Barcelona  to  the  United  Kingdom 
last  year  were  1,744  tons  cream  of  tartar.  575  tons  chemical- 
products,  10  tons  wax  and  stearin,  and  2  tons  perfumery. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  United  Kingdom  shipped  to  Barcelona. 
124  tons  acetic  and  other  acids,  4,150  tons  chemicals,  and. 
2  tons  perfumery. 
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<Tbc  Ittew  Swiss  pharmacopoeia. 

By  T.  Hannax. 

THE  "  Pharmacopcea  Helvetica,  Editio  quarta,"  has  come 
to  take  the  place  of  the  third  edition  of  fourteen  years 
ago.  It  is  quite  a  respectable  volume,  handsomely  bound, 
and  of  nearly  twice  the  dimensions  of  its  predecessor.  The 
Swiss  Pharmacopoeia  is  the  work  of  a  Council,  consisting  of 
pharmacists,  physicians,  and  veterinaries,  appointed  by  the 
Government,  and  the  expenses  of  production  are  defrayed 
by  the  State.  As  may  be  imagined,  this  is  for  the  State  no 
"  paying  concern,"  except  in  the  sense  that  they  have  a  lot 
of  paying  to  do.  The  book  is  printed  in  three  different 
languages,  and  the  demand  for  it  must  be  very  limited,  in- 
asmuch as  the  number  of  pharmacists  in  a  little  country  like 
Switzerland  is  necessarily  small.  There  are  probably  more 
in  London  alone.  It  is  therefore  a  credit  to  the  country  that 
she  places  in  the  hands  of  her  comparatively  few  phar- 
macists, at  the  modest  price  of  12f.,  a  work  like  the  present 
• — a  work  bigger,  handsomer,  and  in  many  ways  more  com- 
plete than  either  the  German  or  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

There  are  alterations,  additions,  and  omissions  enough 
in  the  new  Pharmacopcea  Helvetica.  Some  150  prepara- 
tions, chemical  and  galenical,  find  place  for  the  first  time, 
while  nearly  a  hundred  have  been  relegated  to  the  shades. 
Of  the  old  "  Extracta  "  and  "  Extracts  fluida  "  no  fewer 
than  twenty-four  have  been  obliterated  or  superseded. 
Nearly  all  the  more  potent  extracts  and  tinctures  are  now 
standardised.  Ext.  belladonna?,  formerly  made  from  the 
root,  is  now  made  from  the  leaves,  and  contains  not  less  than 
1.5  per  cent,  of  alkaloids.  Ext.  hydrastis  liq.  is  stan- 
dardised, and  should  contain  not  less  than  2  per  cent,  of 
hydrastine.  Ext.  hyoscyami  is  to  contain  not  less  than 
0.3  per  cent,  of  alkaloids,  and  ext.  nucis  vom.  16  per  cent. 

Mucilago  acacia?  is  to  be  heated  on  a  water-bath  for  half 
an  hour.  Thus  treated  the  oxidising  ferments  are  said  to  be 
destroyed,  and  the  product  is  said  to  keep  indefinitely. 
"  Fsex  compressa  "  is  now  included,  and  syrups  liable  to 
ferment,  such  as  syr.  mori  and  syr.  rhamni  cath.,  have  the 
process  carried  out  for  them  a  priori.  Milk  is  employed  in 
the  making  of  vinum  cinchonae,  evidently  with  the  object  of 
assisting  the  aggregation  of  the  particles  and  clearing  the 
product — a  quality  which  it  is  said  to  possess  in  a  peculiar 
degree.  For  the  potent  tinctures,  etc.,  the  international 
standards  have  been  adopted,  except  in  the  case  of  tinct. 
opii,  which  is  still  to  be  made  by  maceration,  and  not  by 
percolation. 

Why  ichthyol  is  no  longer  included  is  a  question.  Liq. 
alumin.  acet. ,  the  old  "  Essigsaurethonerde,"  beloved  of  all 
Teutonic  peoples,  has  been  discarded,  and  liq.  alumin. 
aceto-tart.  remains.  The  latter  is  a  stable  preparation,  but 
the  former  has  a  stable  reputation,  and  will  hardly  take  the 
hint  of  the  Swiss  Council. 

Many  of  the  newer  chemical  products  find  a  place  in  the 
new  Pharmacopoeia.  Veronal,  eucaine,  heroine,  dionine, 
airol,  and  xeroform,  to  mention  but  a  few,  all  appear  in 
masquerade,  and  cut  comical  figures  across  the  page  of  the 
book.  It  seems  a  pity  that  instead  of  trional,  for  example, 
a  word  of  seven  letters,  one  of  thirty-two  has  to  be  employed 
— viz.,  "  Diathylsulf onmethy lathy Imethanum."  It  is 
certainly  a  long  way  of  bridging  a  difficulty. 


information  Manteo. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  "  and  the  "  C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed. 


253/59.    Maker  or  agent  for  banana  coffee. 
257/15.    Address  of  the  proprietors  of  "Savon  aux 
Amandes  Ameres,  Maison  Lafette." 


The  minutes  of  the  Torquay  Corporation  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee show  that  recently  they  have  purchased  the  following 
items:  Hair-brush  5s.,  comb  Is.,  and  small  tooth-comb  Is. 
Who  used  the  last  ?  asks  a  correspondent. 


Zhc  ©ptical  IRotation  of  ibe  Essential 
©U  of  Copaiba. 

By  Dr.  G.  Weigel. 

IN  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  September  28,  1907, 
p.  518,  there  is  an  article  by  Mr.  Ernest  J.  Parry  on 
Copaiba,  dealing  especially  with  adulterations  and  the 
methods  of  testing  that  drug.  He  refers  in  particular  to  the 
optical  rotation  of  the  essential  oil  which  is  used  by  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  in  establishing  the  genuineness  of 
the  drug.  Mr.  Parry's  opinion  differs  to  a  certain  extent 
from  his  former  views  on  the  same  subject  (see  C.  &  D.r 
1903,  vol.  lxii.  p.  332),  and  may  lead  to  erroneous  inter- 
pretations in  business  circles.  For  the  latter  reason  it 
should  not  be  left  unanswered. 

The  British  Pharmacopoeia  requires  that  the  essential  oil 
of  balsam  copaiba  shall  have  an  optical  rotation  from 
-28°  to  -34°.  That  these  figures  have  to  be  ascribed  to  an 
error  has  been  pointed  out  by  different  authorities  on  this 
subject,  as  for  instance  by  F.  W.  Short  ("  Pharm.  Journ." 
1900,  lxiv.  54),  Schimmel  &  Co.("Eeport,"  April  1903,  p.  23), 
and  by  Mr.  Parry  himself,  who  wrote  in  The  Chemist  and- 
Druggist  (1903,  vol.  lxii.,  p.  332)  as  under  : 

Although  it  is  well  known  that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
made  a  mistake  in  its  description  of  copaiba  by  quoting 
optical  rotation  for  200-mm.  tubes  instead  of  100-mm.,  there 
is  no  doubt  that,  after  correcting  this  clerical  error  the  phar- 
macopceial  limits  for  the  optical  rotation  of  the  essential  oil 
are  not  sufficiently  wide,  and  many  samples  of  pure  copaiba 
will  not  satisfy  the  B.P.  requirements  (corrected).  The 
limits  usually  accepted  for  oil  of  copaiba  are  —7°  to  —35°. 
I  have  met  with  many  samples  with  rotations  between  —9° 
and  —12°,  which  were  all  direct  imports  and  apparently 
genuine. 

The  opinion  expressed  in  the  foregoing  remarks  must  be 
fully  agreed  with,  as  it  is  an  established  fact  that  the  B.P. 
limits  for  the  optical  rotation  of  the  essential  oil  of  balsam 
copaiba  are  not  wide  enough.  Mr.  Parry,  however,  seems 
to  have  now  changed  his  opinion,  and  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  of  September  28,  1907,  he  writes  as  under  : 

In  the  present  note  it  is  to  be  understood  that  the  ad- 
mitted error  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  in  quoting  the 
optical  rotation  of  the  essential  oil  for  a  200-mm.  tube, 
instead  of  a  100-mm.  tube,  is  allowed  for,  and  the  B.P. 
limits  are  understood  as  —14°  to  —17°  30'  for  100  mm. 
It  is  agreed  that  from  time  to  time — apart  from  abnormai 
types — genuine  samples  of  Maracaibo  copaiba  and  similar 
types  of  copaiba  have  an  optical  rotation  outside  these 
limits.  At  times  oils  with  rotations  of  —25°  may  be  found, 
and  sometimes  even  higher.  Rarely  the  oil  may  be  found 
with  a  rotation  of  —9°. 

Mr.  Parry  thus  asserts  that  in  general  the  essential  oil  of 
copaiba  answers,  as  regards  the  optical  rotation,  the  require- 
ments of  the  B.P.,  and  that  rotations  below  or  above  the 
B.P.  limits  are  an  exception  to  the  rule.  I,  personally, 
have  ascertained  the  optical  rotation  of  more  than  100 
samples  of  essential  oil,  distilled  from  undoubtedly  genuine 
copaiba,  and  on  account  of  the  experience  I  have  gained 
by  several  years'  practice  I  frankly  confess  that  I  do  not 
agree  with  Mr.  Parry's  latest  statement.  I  firmly  believe 
to  the  contrary  that  only  the  minor  portion  has  the  optical 
rotation  required  by  the  B.P.,  whereas  by  far  the  larger 
percentage  of  the  samples  tested  showed  an  optical  rotation 
either  below  or  above  the  B.P.  limits  (  —  14°  to  —17°  for 
100-mm.  tubes).  Since  the  beginning  of  this  year  I  have 
found  the  following  figures  : 

-6°  30',  -6°  45',  -7°  15',  -6°  30',  -7°.  -10°.  -5°,  -J5  30',- 
-19°  30',  -16°  30',  -13c  45',  -13°,  -18°.  -21°  20',  -28°. 

Quite  similar,  but  still  more  differing  figures  were  pub- 
lished a  short  time  ago  by  other  parties.  Schimmel  &  Co. 
("Report''  1905,  pp.  15  and  16)  stated  that  they  obtained 
the  following  results  : 

Oil  distilled  from  genuine  Para  balsam,  optical  rotation 

-18°  48'. 

Oil  distilled  from  genuine  Bahia  balsam,  optical  rotation 
-9°  37'. 

Oil  distilled  from  genuine  Angostura  balsam,  optical 
rotation  -2°  20'. 

L.  van  Itallieand  C.  H.  Nieuwland  ("  Archiv  der  Pharm.," 
242.  1904,  539),  and  also  Schimmel  &  Co.  ("Report,"  April 
1905,  16)  say  that  the  optical  rotation  of  the  essential  oil, 
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distilled  from  Surinam  copaiba  balsam,  ranges  from  —7°  37' 
to  -  10°  13'. 

I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  not  one  of  the  last- 
mentioned  four  oils,  the  genuineness  of  which  is  beyond 
doubt,  answers  the  requirements  of  the  B.P.  The  above 
figures  clearly  show  that  there  is  no  reason  to  designate 
a  balsam  as  adulterated  and  factitious  because  its  essential 
oil  has  not  a  rotation  within  the  limits  of  the  B.P.,  pro- 
vided, of  course,  that  all  other  requirements  quoted  by  the 
B.P.  are  answered.  By  so  doing  the  trade  will  be  seriously 
hampered,  and  importers  who  have  been  by  chance  fortunate 
enough  to  secure  supplies  which  will  come  up  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  B.P.  as  regards  optical  rotation  of  the  essential 
oil,  will  certainly  ask  prices  entirely  out  of  proportion  to  the 
real  value  of  the  article.  Besides,  it  would  be  well  nigh 
impossible  to  obtain  the  B.P.  grade  in  sufficient  quantities 
to  supply  the  demand  of  Great  Britain,  the  British  Colonies, 
and  the  world  at  large,  in  case  the  B.P.  requirements  should 
be  generally  enforced. 

It  has  certainly  not  been  the  intention  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  to  stipulate  that  only  such  balsams  are 
genuine  and  efficient  the  essential  oil  of  which  has  an 
optical  rotation  ranging  from  —14°  to  —17°,  as  the  latter 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  therapeutic  value  of  the  article. 
The  rotation  depends  on  the  variety  of  the  copaiba  plant, 
and  probably  to  a  considerable  extent  also  on  the  climate 
and  the  conditions  of  the  soil  where  the  plant  is  grown. 
No  restrictions  are  made  in  the  British  Pharmacopceia  re- 
garding the  producing  region;  on  the  contrary,  the  B.P. 
leaves  in  this  respect  a  broader  margin  than  other  Phar- 
macopceias,  which  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  specific 
gravity  allowed  by  the  B.P.  ranges  from  0.916  to  0.993, 
thus  admitting  thin  Para  as  well  as  thick  Maracaibo  or 
Bahia  balsams.  The  British  Pharmacopceia  expressly 
states  : 

The  oleo-resin  obtained  from  the  trunk  of  Copaifera 
Lansdorfii,  Desf.,  and  other  species  of  Copaifera,  Linn. 

The  optical  rotation  of  the  essential  oil  is  not  the  only  way 
to  detect  adulterations  of  balsam  copaiba,  there  are  still 
other  sufficient  methods,  e.g.  : 

The  characteristic  of  African  copaiba  is  (besides  its 
marked  rotation  to  the  righ*t)  its  insolubility  in  absolute 
alcohol  and  petroleum  spirit.  A  small  percentage  only  of 
African  copaiba  added  to  genuine  copaiba  suffices  to  abolish 
the  clear  and  entire  solubility  of  the  latter  in  absolute 
alcohol. 

The  presence  of  Gurjun  balsam  can  be  shown  by  the  very 
accurate  acetic-nitric-acid  reaction ;  small  traces  only  will 
produce  the  well-known  reddish  or  violet  colour. 

As  to  the  Hardwickia  balsam,  I  beg  to  point  out  that  this 
is  of  such  an  intense  raspberry  red  and  in  a  thin  layer  of  a 
greenish  colour,  and  therefore  can  easily  be  identified.  If 
a  small  percentage  of  this  variety  (from  5  to  10  per  cent.) 
is  added  to  the  genuine  copaiba,  the  latter  will  change  from 
a  light  yellow  or  pale  golden-brown  colour  to  a  crimson-red 
or  coffee-brown  colour,  and  it  would  be  entirely  impossible 
to  supply  the  "  light  colour  of  copaiba,"  preferred  in  Great 
Britain. 

It  is  rather  astonishing  that  the  mistake  of  the  B.P.  as 
regards  the  optical  rotation  of  the  essential  oil  has  not  been 
corrected  long  since  by  the  Medical  Council,  and  that  the 
limits,  which  are  entirely  too  narrow,  have  not  been 
widened.  In  this  instance  the  United  States  Pharma- 
copceia, 8th  revision,  which  is  up  to  date  in  its  requirements 
and  directions,  furnishes  a  good  example.  On  the  subject 
of  the  essential  oil  of  balsam  of  copaiba  it  reads  as  under  : 
A  colourless  or  pale-yellow  liquid,  having  the  character- 
istic odour  of  copaiba,  and  an  aromatic,  slightly  bitter,  and 
pungent  taste.  Specific  gravity  0.895  to  0.905  at  25°  C. 
(77°  F.),  increasing  with  age.  It  is  Icevogyrate. 
Under  "Oleum  Copaibas  "  the  B.P.  gives  about  the  same 
figures  and  does  not  state  any  limits  as  to  the  lsevogyration. 
If,  however,  limits  as  to  the  rotation  of  the  essential  oil  of 
balsam  copaiba  are  considered  necessary — and  a  right  to  do 
so  cannot  be  denied — I  would  suggest  that  balsam  copaiba 
having  an  essential  oil  with  an  optical  rotation  from  —5° 
to  —25°  should  be  admitted,  as  then  90  per  cent,  of  the 
genuine  article  will  certainly  be  within  the  limits.  These 
figures,  although  not  entirely  corresponding  with  the  facts 
(see  "  Schimmel's  Report"  :  -78°  48'  and  -2°  20')  would 
be  at  least  reasonable  and  acceptable. 


Note  by  the  Editor. — It  is  appropriate  to  mention  here  that 
in  the  current  report  of  Messrs.  Caesar  &  Loretz  the  follow- 
ing standards  and  method  of  testing  copaiba  are  suggested. 
The  specific  gravity  at  15°  should  be  0.970  to  0.990,  and  the 
sample  when  carefully  heated  should  not  smell  of  turpentine 
oil,  and  should  leave  a  hard  brittle  resin.  Boretti's  test  is 
recommended  for  the  detection  of  colophony.  It  requires 
that  0.9  gram  of  copaiba  mixed  with  0.1  gram  of  resin  (by 
gentle  warming  in  a  test-tube)  and  10  grams  of  10-per-cent. 
ammonia  should  not  become  gelatinous  after  standing  twenty- 
four  hours.  To  detect  Gurjun  balsam  three  or  four  drops  of 
the  sample  are  dissolved  in  3  c.c.  of  glacial  acetic  acid,  a  drop 
of  a  10-per-cent.  solution  of  sodium  nitrite  is  added,  and  then 
2  c.c.  of  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  is  poured  on  slowly.  If 
Gurjun  balsam  is  present  a  dark-violet  coloration  is  pro- 
duced. The  solubility  tests  for  copaiba  are  regarded  as  of 
little  value  in  detecting  sophistication,  and  the  same  applies 
to  the  determination  of  the  acid  and  ester  numbers. 


WISE  WORDS. 

[Be  sceptical  to  the  Pharmacopceia. — Professor  Osier  at 
St.  Mary's  Hospital.] 

In  Osier's  praise  I  would  be  louder 

Than  any  mortal  man, 
For  "  Get  the  jam  and  leave  the  powder  " 

Was  all  my  childhood's  plan. 
That  he  the  paths  of  error  treads  in 

Who  takes  drugs  should  be  known, 
And  so  I  touch  no  doctor's  medicine, 

But  always  take  my  own. 

If  in  my  pet  pill  you  have  fixed  your 

Faith,  you  will  never  ail. 
And  there  is  only  one  blood-mixture 

I  try  when  I  look  pale. 
Although  that  my  dyspepsia's  chronic 

My  Mary  doubts,  it's  fact, 
So  I  still  take  one  special  tonic — 

Or  two,  to  be  exact. 

— Daily  Chronicle. 


IRcw  Books. 

iTiese  notes  do  not  necessarily  exclude  subsequent  reviews  of  the 
works.  Any  of  these  books  printed  in  Great  Britain  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  readers  of  this  journalon  ap- 
plication (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher  of  "  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Clutterbuck,  L.  A.  Nerve  Diseases:  For  Students  Com- 
mencing Hospital  Practice.  12mo.  Pp.  276.  5s.  net. 
(Scientific  Press.) 

Faraday.  M.  The  Chemical  History  of  a  Candle.  12mo. 
lOd.  net.    Popular  Classics.  (Hutchinson.) 

The  Chemical  Trade  Directory  of  Chemical  Manufac- 
turers, Merchants,  Brokers,  and  Agents,  and  Makers  of 
Chemical  Plant  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  9|x6. 
Pp.  327.  10s.  (Davis  Bros.,  265  Strand.  London,  W.C.) 
[The  scope  of  this  book  is  well  indicated  by  the  title.  The 
first  part  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  names  and  addresses, 
while  the  second  part  is  a  classification  under  the  various 
chemical  products.    The  work  is  very  well  carried  out.] 

Wyllie,  J.  A.,  and  Ferreira,  O.  G.  Notes  on  Rubber- 
cultivation,  with  Special  Reference  to  Portuguese  India. 
Illus.    8vo.    Pp.  145.    Is.  6d.  net.  (Luzac.) 


IHew  IRcmcMcs. 


Benzosalin  is  the  methyl  of  benzoyl-salieylic  acid  which  is 
stated  to  split  up  in  the  body  into  benzoyl  and  salicylic  acids. 
The  substance  appears  to  possess  advantages  over- other  sali- 
cylic preparations  in  inducing  neither  gastric  irritation  nor 
dyspnoea,  so  that  it  is  suitable  for  administration  when  there 
is  any  heart  affection  ;  in  fact-,  Freund  regards  it  as  a  cardiac 
tonic.  It  is  given  in  doses  of  8  grains  every  four  hours  if  need 
be.  The  action  therapeutically  is  given  in  the  "B.M.J. 
Epitome,"  1907,  52. 

Monotal  is  the  name  given  by  Bayer  to  guaiacolethyl-glyco- 
late.  It  occurs  in  a  white  crystalline  mass,  which  melts  at 
31°  C.  It  possesses  local  anaesthetic  properties,  and  on  that 
account  is  stated  to  be  excellent  for  application  for  chronic 
and  muscular  rheumatism,  the  skin  absorbing  it  somewhat 
rapidly.  It  is  also  used  as  an  external  application  for  pleurisy, 
especially  that  which  follows  acute  rheumatism.  Its  use  is 
indicated  also  in  other  inflammatory  infections  accompanied 
with  pain,  and  in  blennorrhagia  and  orchitis.  It  may  be 
given  internally  in  doses  up  to  6  grams,  but  it  is  best  used 
externally,  preferably  in  mixtures  with  olive  oil  or  alcohol 
containing  8  per  cent. 
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Gbe  Week's  poteoniiujs. 


TH IGHTEEN  fatalities  caused  by  poisoning  have  occurred 
Hi    during  the  week,  five  being  obviously  misadventures 
Opium  was  the  cause  of  four  deaths,  two  being  misadven- 
tures.   These  latter  took  place  at  Cardiff,  where  Sarah 
Vickery  (72)  was  given  two  tablespoonfuls  of  a  mixture  con- 
taining opium  instead  of  two  teaspoonfuls.    A  daughter  of 
the  deceased  woman  misread  the  directions  and  repeated  the 
overdose  in  three  hours. — The  other  mistake  also  took  place 
at  Cardiff,  the  victim  being  James  Owen  (60),  a  ship's  car- 
penter, -who  took  in  error  an  overdose  of  laudanum. — At 
Wrexham,  Eliza  Alicia  Baker  (37)  died  in  the  infirmary 
from  laudanum-poisoning,  two  empty  bottles  being  found 
in  her  bedroom.— Ernest  Sallebank,  a  Woking  tobacconist, 
poisoned  himself  with  laudanum  in  a  fit  of  melancholia. — 
Thomas  Merrey  Dickman  (18),  of  Rusholme,  poisoned 
himself  with  carbolic  acid,  and  the  same  poison  was  taken 
by  Charles  Cornell  Dunn  (28),  an  Islington  beerhouse- 
keeper. — Potassium  cyanide,  taken  in  mistake  for  Epsom 
salts,  caused  the  death  of  Henry  Ackland  Snow  (52),  a 
Shoreditch  coppersmith. — A  painful  tragedy  was  the  self- 
poisoning  by  prussic  acid  of  Sybil  Florence  Collingridge 
(29),  wife  of  Dr.  W.  Rex  Collingridge,  of  Morland,  and 
daughter  of  Dr.  Klein,  the  bacteriologist.    Five  weeks 
ago  her  husband  (who  is  a  son  of  Dr.  William  Collingridge, 
medical  officer  of  health  for  the  City  of  London)  took  scarlet 
fever  and  was  removed  to  Ormside  Fever  Hospital.  Since 
then  her  husband's  mother  died  suddenly,  and  the  suc- 
cession of  misfortunes  appears  to  have  affected  the  young 
woman's  mind. — At  Dunton  Green,  near  Sevenoaks,  Minnie 
Ansell  (5)  found  a  bottle  on  a  rubbish-heap,  filled  it  with 
water,  and  drank  the  contents.    She  died,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  bottle  was  labelled  "Strychnia."    A  post-mortem 
examination  and  analysis  are  to  be  made. — Harry  Metcalf 
Smith  (35),  an  analytical  chemist,  of  Upper  Tulse  Hill, 
S.W.,  was  found  dead  in  bed,  poison  being  suspected.  An 
analysis  is  to  be  made. — At  an  inquest  at  Tottenham  on 
October  12  on  George  Waltham,  a  clerk,  who  committed 
suicide  by  swallowing  the  contents  of  two  packets  of 
Battle's  vermin-killer,  the  Coroner  (Mr.  A.  M.  Forbes) 
asked  if  this  poison  was  easily  obtainable.    A  police  ser- 
geant said  that  it  could  be  bought' anywhere — at  oil-shops 
as  well  as  at  chemists.   A  doctor  in  court  said  that  he  once 
asked  for  it  at  a  chemist's  shop  and  received  the  reply  that 
they  did  not  keep  it.    The  Coroner  said  that  it  was  one  of 
those  poisons  in  the  sale  of  which  greater  precautions  were 
necessary.    Juries  were  constantly  suggesting  that  pre- 
cautions should  be  taken,  but  he  doubted  whether  it  made 
much  difference  if  a  man  signed  a  book  so  long  as  he  could 
buy  poisons  of  this  kind.    The  only  way  would  be  to  say 
that  a  man  should  not  sell  them  except  upon  the  advice  of  a 
medical  man.    But  that  would  be  a  large  order. — At  Child- 
wall,   near  Liverpool,   John  Edward   Stevens   (27),  an 
assistant  gardener,  drank  some  fumigating  liquid  and  died. 
The  bottle  was  labelled  "  Poison,"  and  it  was  stated 
deceased  knew  of  its  poisonous  nature. — Another  gardener, 
James  Stenning,  of  Leatherhead,  poisoned  himself  with  a 
wasp-poison  he  was  in  the  habit  of  using. — Spirit  of  salt 
was  taken  in  mistake  for  whisky  by  Thomas  Halward,  of 
Selby  Oak,  with  fatal  results.— Kate  Baker,  of  Folkestone, 
being  disappointed  in  love,  poisoned  herself  with  salt  of 
lemon. — Nora  Cadby,  the  two-year-old  daughter  of  a  Bir- 
mingham clerk,  sucked  the  heads  of  a  number  of  matches 
and  died  from  phosphorus-poisoning. — An  overdose  of  sul- 
phonal,  taken  to  induce  sleep,  caused  the  death  of  Arthur 
Slee  (75),  a  timber  merchant  at  South  Kensington. — At 
Freshford,  Frederick  Herbert  Wheeler   (44),   a  retired 
barrister-at-law.  poisoned  himself  by  taking  a  large  number 
of  veronal  tabloids. 


There  are  to  be  hard  times  for  doctors,  and  Mr.  Beecham, 
A  miller  at  Tenbury,  in  advertising  his  flour  "  made  from 
pure  English  wheat  by  the  old  stone  process,"  says — 

Use  good  English  flour  made  at  Berrington  Mill. 
And  you  will  not  want  a  doctor  nor  a  Beecham  pill. 

Matters  are  getting  serious  when  a  country  miller  takes  to 
advertising  Beecham's  pills,"  says  a  chemist  (255/42)  who 
sends  us  the  cutting. 


2)eatbs  tinker  Hna:stbcttcs. 

TvR.  F.  J.  WALDO,  Coroner  for  the  City  of  London  and 
U  Southwark,  has  held  three  inquests  this  week  in  regard 
to  deaths  which  have  occurred  under  the  influence  of  anaes- 
thetics. Dr.  W'aldo  is  endeavouring  by  his  inquiries  to 
eliminate,  if  possible,  the  cause  of  these  fatalities,  which 
have  been  exceptionally  numerous  in  his  districts.  The 
first  of  the  cases  investigated  was  that  of  Mrs.  Morgan, 
referred  to  in  our  issue  of  October  12  (p.  563).  Mrs. 
Morgan  had  suffered  from  goitre,  and  when  under  operation 
at  Guy's  Hospital  showed  signs  of  collapse  and  died.  Dr. 
Waldo  had  adjourned  the  inquest  in  order  to  summon  Mr. 
C.  J.  Symonds,  the  senior  surgeon,  who  operated,  and  Mr. 
Horace  Finnemore,  B.Sc,  the  hospital  pharmacist.  When 
the  case  was  reopened  on  Monday,  evidence  was  first  given 
by  Dr.  K.  H.  Digby,  the  house  surgeon,  who  administered 
the  anaesthetic.  Mr.  Symonds  also  gave  evidence  in  detail, 
showing  that  while  he  operated  he  "  gave  half  an  eye  to  the 
anaesthetist,"  and  had  observed  nothing  until  Dr.  Digby 
detected  the  heart  failing.  Without  delay  artificial  re- 
spiration and  other  means  of  restoration  were  used.  It 
transpired  during  this  evidence  that  there  are  eight  special 
anaesthetists  on  the  hospital  staff,  and  when  none  of  these 
is  present  one  of  the  resident  staff  gives  the  anaesthetic. 
Mr.  Finnemore's  evidence  was  in  regard  to  the  chloroform 
used.  This,  he  explained,  was  chloroform  prepared  from 
acetone,  and  he  detailed  to  the  Coroner  and  jury  the  results 
of  the  investigation  undertaken  by  Dr.  Wade  and  himself, 
in  1904,  to  discover  the  difference,  if  any,  between  chloro- 
form from  alcohol  and  from  acetone.  The  only  difference 
that  they  had  been  able  to  detect  was  the  presence  in 
alcohol  chloroform  of  a  minute  trace  of  ethyl  chloride. 
They  found  acetone  chloroform  to  be  free  from  this  and 
otherwise  chemically  pure.  He  had  examined  the  acetone 
chloroform  used  in  this  case,  and  found  it  to  be  perfectly 
pure.  Every  delivery  of  chloroform  to  the  hospital  is 
tested  and  its  purity  ensured.  It  costs  l.s.  4^(7.  per  lb.,  as 
compared  with  ethylic-alcohol  chloroform  at  5s.  6d.  to  6s. 
per  lb.  Dr.  Waldo,  in  addressing  the  jury,  commented 
upon  the  serious  nature  of  operations  on  the  thyroid  gland , 
and  considered  that  it  would  have  been  wiser  to  have  had 
cne  of  the  eight  special  anaesthetists  to  administer  the 
chloroform.  While,  he  thought,  no  blame  was  attached  to 
Dr.  Digby,  who  simply  performed  the  duty  assigned  to  him, 
he  was  not  equipped  with  the  necessary  experience  for 
satisfactorily  administering  chloroform  for  so  grave  an 
operation.  The  jury,  being  satisfied  that  death  was  due  to 
heart  failure,  returned  a  verdict  of  "Death  from  mis- 
adventure," adding  that  no  blame,  in  their  opinion, 
attached  to  Dr.  Digby.  They,  however,  added  a  rider  re- 
commending "  that  in  all  operative  cases  of  a  serious  nature, 
anaesthetics  should  be  administered  either  by  a  staff 
anaesthetist  or  by  a  resident  under  his  immediate  super- 
vision ;  further,  that  full  statistical  tables  as  to  anaesthetics 
should  be  kept  by  the  authorities  of  Guy's  Hospital." 

Immediately  afterwards,  Dr.  Waldo  held  an  inquest  re- 
garding the  death  of  Mrs.  Lees  (28),  the  wife  of 
a  fishmonger,  who  died  at  Guy's  Hospital  while  under  an 
anaesthetic.  It  appeared  that  Mrs.  Lees  had  cut  her  throat 
with  a  razor,  and  when  taken  to  the  hospital  she  was 
anaesthetised  with  A.C.E.  mixture,  and  while  under  the 
anaesthetic  died.  The  post-mortem  examination  showed 
that  she  suffered  from  a  fatty  and  diseased  heart.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  "  Suicide  while  of  unsound  mind." 
This  makes  the  thirty-seventh  anaesthetic  inquest  held  at 
Guy's  Hospital  within  the  past  six  and  a  half  years. 

Dr.  Waldo  also  commenced  an  inquest  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital  on  October  15,  regarding  the  death  of  an 
elderly  Italian  organ-grinder  named  Marchesini,  who  had 
been  cut  on  the  back  of  the  head  with  a  glass  last  Saturday, 
and  was  taken  to  the  hospital.  Dr.  H.  J.  Gaubain  and  Dr. 
G.  H.  Holt  stated  in  evidence  that  it  was  necessary  to  put 
Marchesini  under  an  anaesthetic,  and  Dr.  Holt  administered 
lj  dr.,  when  the  patient  died  from  heart  failure.  Both 
witnesses  stated  that  the  chloroform  was  carefully  ad- 
ministered. Dr.  Waldo  adjourned  the  case  for  further 
inquiry. 
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CANNON  STREET  ECLOGUES. 

Of  the  wind  on  the  moor,  or  the  song  in  the  trees, 
Of  the  rose  of  the  dawn,  or  the  sigh  of  the  breeze, 

We  may  sing  not  of  these; 
But  of  wisdom  that's  drowned  in  the  Sessional  seas, 
Of  the  Tale  that  is  hushed,  or  political  wheeze, 

We  may  sing  you  of  these. 

Drifting. 

A  frail  little  Barque  on  a  turbulent  stream, 
With  the  dusky  black  clouds  never  lifting ; 

No  lining  of  silver,  no  sunshiny  beam, 
And  the  little  Barque  ever  is  drifting ; 
Drifting. 

The  rowers  are  many,  but  lacking  in  form, 

And  something's  gone  wrong  with  the  steering, 

Their  friends  on  the  bank  bid  beware  of  the  storm, 
But  the  rowers  are  hard,  sir,  of  hearing; 
Hearing. 

So  they  pull  in  a  listless,  inconsequent  way, 
And  the  crowd  shout  anathemas  freely ; 

For  a  new  Patent  Craft  swiftly  enters  the  bay, 
And  they  see  the  black  flag  up  at  Keighley ; 
At  Keighley. 

See  the  Pirate  bear  down  on  the  innocent  Barque, 

See  it  steal  all  the  precious  argentum  ; 
And  the  Chemists  are  left  by  this  Government  Shark, 

With  a  beggarly  fifteen  per  centum  ! 

To  starve  on  a  fifteen  per  centum  ! 


Ashton  =  under=Lyne  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  George  and  Dragon 
Hotel,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  on  October  10,  Councillor  James 
Avison  in  the  chair.  After  cordial  votes  of  thanks  had  been 
given  to  the  retiring  President  (Alderman  J.  J.  Phillips) 
and  officers,  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  for  the 
ensuing  year  :  President,  Mr.  James  Avison,  J. P.  ;  Vice- 
Presidents,  Alderman  J.  J.  Phillips,  Alderman  A. 
Simpson,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Ardern  ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  Richard 
Needham,  J.P.  ;  Secretary,  Mr.  S.  Hewitt;  Council, 
Messrs.  Bagnall,  Hanna,  Holroyd,  Sharp,  Stocks,  and 
Wild.  The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  an 
interesting  discussion  on  the  poisons  schedule. 


Bath  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Literary  Institution,  Bath,  on  October  10,  Mr.  F.  S.  Moore 
presiding  over  a  good  attendance.  The  Secretary's  and 
Treasurei''s  reports  showed  the  Association  to  be  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  Mr.  A.  C.  Olds  was  elected  Presi- 
dent for  the  ensuing  year;  Messrs.  B.  John,  J. P.,  E.  W. 
Loveless,  and  W.  J.  Hallett  Vice-Presidents;  Mr.  A.  H. 
Cooper  Hon.  Treasurer;  and  Messrs.  L.  Wilson  and  H.  K. 
Pryke  Hon.  Secretaries.  The  committee  were  re-elected, 
with  the  addition  of  Messrs.  F.  S.  Moore,  H.  Norris,  and 
W.  Spurway.  Votes  of  thanks  were  tendered  to  the  late 
officers  for  their  services. 


Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  first  sessional  meeting  of  the  committee  of  this  Society 
was  held  at  the  Rooms,  Waring  Street,  Belfast,  on  Octo- 
ber 14.  In  the  absence  of  the  President,  Mr.  Samuel 
Suffern  (Vice-President)  occupied  the  chair. 

New  Members. — Messrs.  H.  Marshall,  R.D.,  Thos.  J. 
Kerr,  R.D.,  and  H.  Connolly  were  elected  members. 

Haslett  Memorial  Medal. — It  was  reported  that  the 
President  wished  to  close  this  fund  before  the  end  of  the 
present  financial  year.  All  who  have  promised  subscrip- 
tions or  who  have  not  yet  contributed  towards  the  Memorial 
are  asked  to  send  in  without  delay.  The  medal  is  to  be  I 
given  to  the  candidate  who  obtains  the  highest  marks  dur- 
ing 1908  at  the  Registered  Druggists'  examination.  Mr. 
Frackleton  undertook  to  call  upon  those  in  Bilfast  who  have 
not  yet  subscribed.  I 


It  was  arranged  to  have  a  general  meeting  of  the  mem- 
bers and  associates  on  October  24. 


Birkenhead  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  Birken- 
head on  October  10,  and  there  was  a  record  attendance. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Breeze  presided.  The  Secretary's  report  stated 
that  the  session  had  been  a  busy  one.  Various  interesting 
papers  had  been  read,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  busi- 
ness had  been  done.  At  the  same  time,  the  social  element 
had  loomed  very  large.  There  had  been  two  whist-drives, 
a  very  successful  supper,  and  a  picnic.  The  Treasurer  pre- 
sented his  report,  which  showed  a  substantial  amount  to 
carry  forward.  Both  reports  were  adopted,  and  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  :  President, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Breeze;  Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  C.  H.  Sturt 
(Seacombe),  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Wynne  (Rock  Ferry);  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  F.  C.  Cooling;  and  Treasurer,  Mr.  A.  H.  Elli- 
thorne.  It  was  decided  to  have  the  annual  meeting  in 
October  for  the  future.  The  meeting  decided  to  suggest 
Mr.  Breeze  as  Local  Secretary  for  Birkenhead  and  Mr. 
Somerville  for  the  Wirral  division.  Two  new  members 
were  elected. 


North  Kent  Chemists'  Association. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at  the  Medical 
Hall  Rooms,  Gravesend,  on  Wednesday,  October  16,  Mr. 
j  A.  J.  Wing  (Woolwich),  President,  in  the  chair.  There 
were  also  present  Mr.  A.  F.  Corfe  (Maidstone),  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mr.  A.  Stooke  (New  Brompton),  Hon.  Treasurer, 
Mr.  A.  Gillett,  Mr.  T.  Chesterfield,  Mr.  W.  Stedman 
(West  Mailing),  Mr.  E.  Millhouse,  Mr.  J.  E.  Lincoln,  Mr. 
R.  T.  Clarke,  Mr.  A.  Goldthorpe,  Mr.. J.  Johns,  Mr.  Glas- 
sock,  and  Mr.  R.  Feaver  Clarke  (Hon.  Secretary). — The 
President  gave  a  very  interesting  address  upon  current 
pharmaceutical  matters,  in  which  he  strongly  advised  all 
the  members  of  the  Association  to  rigidly  carry  out  the 
requirements  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  in  the  sale  of  Part  I. 
poisons. — In  response  to  the  letter  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  it  was  decided  to  recom- 
mend the  following  as  Divisional  Secretaries  :  Messrs. 
A.  W.  Hanson,  Dartford  Division  ;  W.  Stedman,  Medway 
Division ;  A.  J.  Wing,  Woolwich  Division ;  A.  Stooke, 
Chatham  Division  ;  W.  E.  Clarke,  Rochester  and  Strood 
Division ;  A.  Fred  Corfe,  Maidstone  Division ;  and  R. 
Feaver  Clarke,  Gravesend  Division. 


Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Queen  Hotel,  Hudders- 
field, on  Tuesday  evening,  October  15,  Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw 
(President)  in  the  chair.    There  was  a  good  attendance. 

Reports.- — Mr.  J.  B.  Wood,  the  Secretary,  presented  the 
report  and  balance-sheet,  which  were  adopted.  Thanks 
i  were  accorded  to  the  retiring  officers. 

Officers  for  the  Ensuing  Year  were  appointed,  Mr. 
Walshaw  being  re-elected  President  for  the  seventh  time. 
Owing  to  pressure  of  business  Mr.  Wood  stated  that  he 
would  be  unable  to  continue  to  act  as  Secretary,  and 
Mr.  W.  T.  Armitage  (Marsh)  was  appointed.  Mr.  J.  B. 
Broadbent  (Honley)  was  re-elected  Vice-President,  and 
Mr.  G.  Thompson  (Fartown)  was  appointed  junior  Vice- 
President. 

Whist. — It  was  decided  to  hold  a  dinner  and  whist-drive 
early  next  year,  and  a  small  committee  was  appointed  to 
make  the  prospective  arrangements. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  organisation  scheme  was 
discussed,  and  generally  approved. 

The  inhabited-house  duty  and  the  water-rate  were  then 
discussed  and  refirred  to  the  local  Chamber  of  Trade. 


Hull  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Grosvenor  Hotel,  Hull,  on 
Tuesday  evening,   October  15,  Mr.  A.  Richardson,  the 
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President,  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Staning,  the  Hon.  Secretary, 
announced  that  the  date  of  the  Continental  "  smoker  "  had 
been  altered  to  October  30. 

Free  Library  and  Trade  Journals. — The  President  re- 
ported on  this  question,  and  stated  that  Mr.  Walton,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Trade  Association,  was  in  correspondence 
with  the  C.  it  D.,  and  the  proprietors  had  written  to  the 
Librarian  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Bremridge  wrote  saying  that 
no  copy  of  the  "Pharmaceutical  Journal"  is  sent  to  the  Free 
Library,  and  the  Society  could  not  prevent  a  copy  being 
obtained  through  trade  channels.  The  Secretary  thought 
the  chemists'  papers  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  medical  journals,  and  only  supplied  on  application 
at  the  counter.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Snowden,  it  was  decided  that  the  Secretary  should 
write  to  Sir  James  Eeckitt,  the  Chairman  of  the  Libraries 
Committee,  calling  his  attention  to  the  note  by  the 
Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  appended  to  the 
report  of  the  deputation  (issue  of  October  12,  p.  562).  Mr. 
Eobson  moved,  and  Mr.  Smith  seconded  a  motion  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
to  the  fact  that  its  journal  was  on  the  table  of  the 
Central  Free  Library,  and  that  the  Association  was  of 
opinion  that  it  is  desirable  that  some  steps  should  be  taken 
to  stop  this.   This  was  passed. 

Mr.  Bell  was  selected  to  give  the  vote  of  the  Association 
in  connection  with  the  Benevolent  Fund.  The  arrange- 
ments for  the  Continental  Smoking  Concert  having  been 
settled,  the  meeting  closed. 


Western  Chemists'  Association. 

The  opening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at  the  Norfolk 
Square  Hotel,  Paddington,  W.,  on  October  16.  In  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Edmund  White  (the  President),  Dr.  W. 

j  Harrison  Martindale  presided  over  a  small  attendance. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  H.  Raithby  Procter)  read  letters 
from  Mr.  White  explaining  his  absence,  from  Professor 
Greenish  requesting  analysis  of  prescriptions  by  members, 
and  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
asking  the  Association  to  recommend  divisional  secre- 

1  taries.  Mr.  Procter  also  submitted  the  financial  statement, 
which  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  41.  Is.  5d.  The  new 
committee  was  then  appointed  as  follows  :  Messrs.  C.  T. 
Allen,  J.  T.  Barrett,  W.  Browne,  J.  W.  Bowen,  W.  F.  Gul- 
liver, J.  D.  Marshall,  W.  H.  Martindale,  W.  J.  I.  Philp, 
H.  R.  Procter,  R.  L.  Whigham,  and' Edmund  White.  The 
Hon.  Secretary  intimated  the  resignation  of  ten  members 
(among  them  Mr.  Burton  Middleton,  a  former  Secretary) 
and  the  election  of  nine  new  members.  Three  new  members 
were  proposed  for  election,  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gul- 
liver, seconded  by  Mr.  Philp,  it  was  agreed  to  send  a  note  to 
Mr.  Middleton  expressing  regret  that  he  had  severed  his 
connection  with  the  Association.  After  discussion  it  was 
decided  that  the  meeting-place  in  future  should  be  the 
'  Tudor  Hotel,  in  Oxford  Street.  In  this  connection  Mr. 
Barrett  expressed  himself  as  surprised  and  sorry  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  while  pretending  to  be  strong  on 
organisation,  should  not  see  their  way  to  allow  the  Asso- 
ciation the  use  of  rooms  at  Bloomsbury  Square.  The  Chair- 
man then  read  a  review  of  the  work  of  the  past  session 
which  had  been  sent  by  the  President.  Thanks  to  Mr. 
White  for  his  conduct  in  the  chair  during  last  session,  and 
to  the  Vice-President  and  other  officers  for  their  services, 
terminated  the  proceedings. 


Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Bradford,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  October  15,  Mr.  D.  S.  Priestley,  Vice- 
President  in  the  chair.    There  was  a  fair  attendance. 

Divisional  Secretaries. — Mr.  W.  Firth  and  Mr.  R.  H. 
Mitchell  were  recommended  for  re-election,  and  Mr.  D.  S. 
Priestley  was  nominated  to  take  the  place  of  Mr.  J.  A. 
Mitchell. 

Proprietary  Medicine  Trade.— A  discussion  on  this 
subject  was  opened  by  Mr.  Arthur  Hanson,  who  referred 
to  the  action  taken  by  the  Western  Chemists'  Association 
of  London.  Mr.  Hanson  agreed  with  Mr.  Cofman's  views 
on  secret  remedies,  and  urged  the  desirability  of  chemists 


exerting  themselves  to  sell  their  own  preparations  rather 
than  proprietary  remedies.  Mr.  Silson,  seijior,  dissentet? 
from  Mr.  Cofman's  views  that  secret  medicines  are' 
chiefly  bought  by  poor  people,  his  experience  being  to  the 
contrary.  He  also  strongly  disagreed  with  the  suggestion 
that  pharmacies  in  this  country  should  be  inspected. 
Chemists  themselves  would  not  stand  that,  nor  would  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  agree.  Mr.  Silson  proceeded  to 
say  that  only  last  week  he  inspected  the  window  of  a  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  and  not  a  single  article  in  it  had  been 
made  by  the  man  himself.  After  briefly  referring  to  phar- 
maceutical legislation,  Mr.  Silson  informed  the  meeting 
that  when  he  commenced  business  he  tried  to  do  without 
stamped  medicines  for  eighteen  months,  but  was  compelled 
by  the  necessity  for  bread  and  butter  to  give  up  the  notion 
of  the  ideal  chemist.  The  Secretary  having  read  an  article 
from  "Truth"  about  the  public  wanting  to  be  fooled  in 
regard  to  medical  treatment,  Mr.  Firth  spoke  briefly,  and 
the  Chairman  said  that  the  public  is  not  ripe  for  .any 
measure  in  regard  to  "patents."  Mr.  Silson,  junior, 
strongly  protested  against  the  writings  of  Dr.  Gordon 
Stables  supporting  patent  medicines,  and  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Stead,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  the 
General  Medical  Council  about  Dr.  Gordon  Stables,  whose 
name  is  still  on  the  Medical  Register  as  of  the  "Royal 
Navy."  The  meeting  also  pledged  itself  to  do  its  best  to 
push  their  own  medicines,  and  to  discourage  the  sale  of  pro- 
prietary and  secret  remedies  misrepresented  by  fraudulent 
advertisement. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  thirty-first  session  was  held  at 
73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on  the  evening  of  October  10,  the 
new  Presid.  nt  (Mr.  W.  G.  Northey)  in  the  chair. 

Prizes. — After  preliminary  business  the  President  pre- 
sented Mr.  J.  Clark  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Crossley-Holland  with 
the  Association's  silver  medal  and  a  copy  of  Remington's 
"  Pharmacy  "  and  cheque  for  51. — the  two  latter  presented 
by  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  The  award  to  Mr.  Clark 
was  made  for  his  essay  on  "  The  Story  of  Anaesthesia,"  and 
to  Mr.  Crossley-Holland  for  his  working  model  of  a  motor- 
driven  machine  for  the  rapid  production  of  scale  prepara- 
tions. 

Inaugural  Address. — Mr.  Northey  then  addressed  the 
meeting.  After  thanking  his  fellow-members  for  the  honour 
of  his  election,  he  set  before  his  audience  the  advantages 
of  the  Association,  and  showed  in  what  way  they  benefited  : 

Firstly,  by  Association. — He  pictured  a  person  living  alone, 
taking  little  notice  of  what  passes  around  him,  and  without 
interest  in  the  doings  of  others.  As  a  result  he  becomes  selfish 
and  self-absorbed.  By  association  cares  are  forgotten, 
and  the  desire  to  do  what  we  can  for  the  common  good  is  of 
lasting  benefit.  If,  as  assistants,  the  value  of  association  is 
learned  (and  that  is  the  first  aim  of  the  C.A.A.)  and  remem- 
bered as  masters,  it  would  prove  an  important  factor  in  the 
improvement  of  the  status  of  the  chemist. 

Secondly,  by  Contact. — By  attending  the  evening  meet- 
ings opportunity  is  given  of  coming  into  contact  with  men, 
outside  one's  own  circle,  with  greater  experience,  more  fully 
developed  minds  and  lives  more  advanced,  from  whom  much 
might  be  learned  that  would  prove  of  value  and  assistance  in 
grappling  with  the  various  questions  with  which  a  chemist  is 
confronted  every  day. 

Thirdly,  by  Education. — Mr.  Northey  referred  to  the  care- 
ful and  scientific  study  which  is  brought  to  bear  in  the  pro- 
duction of  manv  of  the  papers  read  before  the  Association, 
and  from  which  there  is  always  much  to  be  learned.  He 
urged  the  claims  of  original  papers  as  inspiring  confidence 
and  leading  to  greater  things,  besides  which  they  also  bring 
the  author's  name  into  considerable  prominence.  Again,  it 
is  a  very  good  training  in  the  art  of  public  speaking,  and  the 
discussion  which  follows  the  reading  of  a  paper  offers  a  first 
opportunity  of  breaking  through  feelings  of  nervousness. 

Special  stress  was  laid  upon  the  social  functions  of  the 
Association,  and  Mr.  Northey  expressed  the  hope  that  more 
members  would  come  forward  with  papers  embodying  notes 
culled  from  dispensing  and  laboratory  experience.  He 
requested  each  member  to  introduce  one  new  member  this 
session,  as  he  has  calculated  that  every  year  approximately 
one-third  resign  from  various  causes,  and  the  necessity  of 
new  members  is  ever  present.  An  appeal  was  made  for  each 
one  to  try  and  interest  his  employer,  and  Mr.  Northey  felt 
sure  the  happiest'results  would  follow.    The  address  wa» 
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listened  to  with  much  interest  by  twenty-two  members  and 
visitors,  and  a  short  discussion  followed  in  which  Messrs. 
Clark,  Paterson,  Latreille,  and  Crossley-Holland  took  part. 


^festivities. 


Keighley  Chemists'  Association. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  on  Thursday, 
October  10.  Mr.  A.  S.  Dean,  the  new  President,  in  taking 
the  chair,  addressed  his  fellow-members.  After  referring 
to  local  matters,  he  said  it  is  deplorable  to  see  the  way 

Pharmacy  is  Drifting 
each  year.  Expenses  are  ever  on  the  increase,  making  it  1 
far  more  difficult  to  wrest  a  living  from  the  trade.  The  way 
that  cost  prices  are  cut  nowadays  makes  it  very  hard  work 
to  get  a  working  profit  out  of  the  business,  not  to  mention 
the  balance  which  is  essential  to  keep  body  and  soul  together. 
Keighley  is  very  strong  in  proprietary  articles,  and  when  one 
sees  the  "patent"  bill  gradually  increasing  in  alarming 
proportion  one  begins  to  think  that  an  article  costing  9^d. 
and  selling  at  lOgrf.  does  not  leave  sufficient  profit  for  j 
storage,  not  to  mention  gas  and  incidental  expenses.  A 
1,000/.  turnover  would  mean  about  100L  profit — a  handsome 
sum  after  endless  patience  and  much  worry.  The  great  pro- 
portion of  the  chemist's  woes  are  due  in  a  large  measure  to 
lack  of  interest  generally.  Pharmacy  seems  to  be  suffering 
from  a  chronic  disease,  which  he  called  quackery.  Chemists 
had  been  too  eager  to  provide  manufacturers  with  an  easy 
channel  for  the  sale  of  bogus  cure-alls  and  other  such  worth- 
less preparations.  A  genuine  proprietary,  compounded  in 
a  scientific  manner  and  advertised  as  a  fixed  and  definite 
remedy  for  any  particular  disease,  would  undoubtedly  sell 
on  its  own  merits,  but  to  prostitute  the  privilege  granted 
by  the  patent-medicine  stamp,  backed  up  by  an  unlimited 
supply  of  fictitious  testimonials,  presented  a  deplorable 
state  of  affairs  which  the  Government  ought  to  put  a  stop 
to.  It  was  really  amazing  to  find  what  one  l^d.  stamp 
would  cover,  and  yet,  he  said,  the  officials  of  Somerset 
House  allow  the  wholesale  swindling  of  the  public  to 
proceed,  and  smile  complacently.  The  Government  is  bound 
to  recognise  the  tremendous  harm  of  the  secret  drug-traffic, 
and  he  considered  that  if  chemists  would  work  together  and 
persistently  they  would  compel  the  Government  to  see  the 
justice  of  their  claims.  Mr.  Dean  then  briefly  referred  to 
the  apprenticeship  question,  and,  in  this  connection,  to 
Professor  Meldola's  address,  and,  in  concluding,  hoped  the 
coming  session  would  be  profitable  to  all  the  members  of 
the  Association.  He  would  like  to  see  an  attempt  made  to 
influence  apprentices  to  take  an  interest  in  pharmaceutical 
work,  so  that  their  association  might  be  something  more 
than  an  association  in  name. — On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ecroyd, 
the  President  was  heartily  thanked  for  his  address.  There- 
after the  members  had  a  chat  about  poison  difficulties, 
'following  upon  the  President's  remark  that  if  the  regula- 
tions as  to  Part  1  poisons  were  universally  carried  out  there 
would  be  little  difficulty  in  getting  signatures. 


Leicester  Chemists'  Association. 

On  October  10  this  Association  opened  its  winter  session 
with  a  social  and  musical  gathering  at  Winn's  Cafe,  Lei- 
cester. Execrable  weather  militated  against  a  good  attend- 
ance, albeit  there  were  forty-four  members  and  their  lady 
friends  present,  Mr.  S.  F.  Burford,  President  of  the 
Association,  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
evening  was  devoted  to  music.  Some  excellent  songs  were 
given  by  Miss  Peberdy,  Miss  Fry,  and  Messrs.  Dennis 
Lowe,  Peberdy,  and  Wright.  Whistling  solos  were  con- 
tributed by  Miss  Swain,  and  violin,  'cello,  and  piano  trios 
by  the  Misses  and  Mr.  Peberdy,  sen.  In  the  course  of  the 
evening  Mr.  Burford  gave  a  short  presidential  address. 
He  said  he  felt  sure,  in  spite  of  what  pessimists  said,  that 
there  was  a  future  for  pharmacy.  Our  forefathers  had  not 
done  quite  as  he  would  have  liked  them  to  have  done  by 
any  means,  so  we  must  take  care  that  our  successors  should 
not  be  able  to  say  the  same  of  us.  There  were  district  con- 
ferences coming  on  at  which  delegates  were  needed  who 
could  tell  us  how  to  deal  with  the  problems  of  the  day — the 
unqualified  element  and  proprietary  articles,  to  mention 
only  two  of  them — so  as  to  bring  back  pharmacy  to  some- 
thing like  what  it  ought  to  be.  We  had  had  what  he 
termed  the  exam,  fever,  with  deplorable  results  of  cram- 
ming ;  but  the  best  pharmacists  were  not  the  result  of 
cramming  or  examinations.  Mr.  Burford  was  thanked  for 
his  address,  and  the  artists  for  their  services. 

St.  Vincent  Diners. 

Nearly  a  hundred  members  of  the  St.  Vincent  Association 
(comprising  representatives  of  the  medical,  surgical,  chemi- 
cal, and  allied  trades)  dined  together  at  Cannon  Street 
Hotel,  London,  E.G.,  on  October  10,  under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  George  Back,  and  among  others  present  were  : 
Messrs.  Frank  Rogers  and  Brummitt  (F.  Rogers)  ;  Hickey, 
Jamieson,  McAlley,  Wilson,  Astill,  Nash,  Parrott,  and  Dr. 
Foster  (Parke,  Davis  &  Co.) ;  Merry  weather  and  Speechley 
(Armour  &  Co.,  Ltd.)  ;  Bowie,  Reilly,  Turner,  and  Buchan 
(Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.)  ;  Higgins  (Thomas  Christy  & 
Co.);  W.  Daniel  (Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson,  Ltd.);  Lewis 
(Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.)  ;  G.  H.  Zeal ;  Peters  (Jeyes  Sani- 
tary Compounds,  Ltd.)  ;  Duncan  (International  Plasmon, 
Ltd.)  ;  Fletcher  Eaves  (Saccharin  Corporation,  Ltd.)  ;  Scholl 
(Meister,  Lucius  &  Bruning)  ;  Hamilton  (A.  &  M.  Zimmer- 
mann)  ;  G.  and  H.  Abbott  (G.  van  Abbott  &  Sons) ;  A.  D. 
and  H.  H.  Mason  (Anglo-American  Pharmaceutical  Co.); 
W.  J.  Balls  (Keen,  Robinson  &  Co.,  Ltd.) ;  W.  G.  Saunders 
(Liverpool  Lint  Co.),  and  Mr.  Norman  Flack  and  Mr. 
W.  P.  Want,  as  representing  the  organisers  of  the  Medical 
Exhibition.  After  an  excellent  dinner  the  Chairman 
gave    the    loyal    toasts,    and    these    being  dutifully 


The  sketches  given  on  this  page  are  by  the  "  Lightning 
Caricaturist."  Mr.  Granville  Shaw.  Ph.C.  They  were  clone 
at  last  week's  social  gathering  of  the  Manchester  Pharma- 


ceutical Association,  but  did  not  reach  us  in  time  to  be  in- 
cluded in  our  report.  It  is  apparent  that  Mr.  Shaw  s  pencil 
can  be  usefully  employed  among  his  confreres. 
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honoured,  he  proposed  "The  Visitors."  In  proposing 
the  toast  the  Chairman  said  the  Association,  which 
numbered  thirty-seven  members  last  year,  now  has  a  mem- 
bership of  140.  He  alluded  to  a  widely  expressed  desire 
among  members  that  a  hall  nearer  Harley  Street  and  Wim- 
pole  Street — the  neighbourhood  in  which  most  consultants 
reside — should  be  selected  for  the  exhibition.  It  was  felt 
that  the  Horticultural  Hall  was  too  much  out  of  the  way. 
This  point  was  emphasised  by  Dr.  Nelson  Hardy,  who 
replied  on  behalf  of  the  medical  profession  ;  but  Mr.  Norman 
Flack,  who  also  responded  to  the  toast,  pointed  out  the 
difficulties  in  securing  a  suitable  hall  in  the  Harley  Street 
neighbourhood.  An  excellent  musical  programme  was 
arranged  by  Mr.  Sydney  Jamieson.  The  artistes  included 
Miss  Emily  Rasey,  Miss  Gertrude  Macauley,  Mr.  George 
Benson,  and  Mr.  Jamieson  himself,  each  of  whom  contri- 
buted solos,  besides  singing  in  quartette.  Miss  Macauley, 
who  has  a  beautiful  contralto  voice,  sang  "  Kathleen 
Mavourneen  "  in  finished  style,  while  Mr.  Jamieson  secured 
an  enthusiastic  encore  for  "Glorious  Devon."  The  clever 
"one-stringed-fiddle"  performance  of  Mr.  Fred  Wildon 
was  likewise  much  appreciated.  Besides  these,  three 
members  of  the  Association — Mr.  Merryweather,  Mr. 
Scholl,  and  Mr.  .milne — contributed  a  song,  a  recitation, 
and  imitations  respectively. 


Our  Gown  traveller. 


THE  hopeful  tone  in  business-circles  which  I  recorded  a 
few  weeks  ago  has  not  subsided.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
it  has  been  tacitly  accepted — grudgingly,  doubtless,  for  we 
are  a  grumbling  race — that  business  really  is  looking  up. 
Even  the  inveterates — and  it  must  be  confessed  there  are  a 
few  even  in  the  drug-trade — are  confounded  by  a  steady 
increase  in  orders,  while  the  sanguine  prophesy  "another 
trade  boom." 

Resuming  my  investigations  into  the  novelties  for  Christ- 
mas trade,  I  called  in  at  4  Ludgate  Square,  E.G.,  to  inspect 
some  of  the  sprays  of 

Henry  C.  Quelch  &  Co. 
Mr.  Quelch  is  a  specialist  in  sprays — medical  sprays,  per- 
fume sprays,  and  all  others — and  for  half  an  hour  we 
revelled  in  them.  He  is  strong  on  English-made  articles 
which  are  not  dearer  than  their  foreign  rivals. 
For  instance,  a  pear-shaped  series  of  perfume-sprays  in 
five  different  colours — rose,  citron,  .green,  ruby,  amethyst, 
and  plain  white — are  excellent  in  finish,  and  the  colours  are 
remarkably  delicate.  Another  beautiful  series  of  English 
sprays,  urn-shaped,  with  three  handles  on  each,  are  very 
striking,  the  bowl  of  the  spray  being  in  colour  and  the 
handles  white  or  vice  versa.  The  perfect  workmanship  by 
which  the  handles  are  affixed  in  this  series  is  the  sort  of 
thing,  a  Continental  merchant  admitted  to  Mr.  Quelch,  that 
can  only  be  obtained  in  England.  Many  of  the  globe 
patterns  are  etched  with  delicate  tracery,  and  the  beauty 
of  the  work  is  particularly  noticeable  in  those  made  of  glass 
with  a  satin  finish.  But  the  large  squat  sprays  of  best 
quality  Staffordshire  rock-crystal,  cleverly  and  carefully 
cut,  in  cameo,  tulip,  or  water-lily  designs,  are  the  gems  of 
the  collection.  These  certainly  do  cost  money,  the  range 
being  from  8.s.  6d.  to  18s.  each,  or  up  to  35s.  mounted  in 
silver.  But  the  less  expensive  qualities  of  sprays  are  not 
awanting,  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  better  value  than 
the  series  mounted  and  complete  with  bellows,  and  each 
boxed  separately,  at  9s.  6d.  per  doz.  There  is  a  large  and 
varied  range  of  fancy  and  cut  sprays  to  choose  from  besides 
those  mentioned,  and  Messrs.  Quelch  &  Co.  also  make  a 
feature  of  remounting  and  revivifying,  so  to  speak,  the  shop- 
worn sprays  that  are  sometimes  seen  in  pharmacies.  In 
perfumery  there  are  some  fine  caskets  of  the  Bourjois 
perfumes  (for  which  Messrs.  Quelch  are  agents),  besides  an 
attractive  selection  of  other  cased  perfumes.  A  specialty 
.  in  cased  perfumery  is  the  case  (in  thirty  or  forty  different 
patterns)  containing  a  bottle  of  perfume  (with  a  sprinkler, 
as  well  as  a  glass  stopper)  and  a  perfume-spray.  These 
cost  the  retailer  from  36s.  to  96s.  per  doz.  Real  Japanese 
vases,  prettily  ornamented,  filled  with  perfume,  cost  8s.  6d. 
per  doz.,  while  dainty  jars  of  real  Doulton  ware  cost  4s.  6d. 
per  doz.  filled,  and  these  and  the  Japanese  vases  make  nice 


ornaments  for  the  knicknack  shelf  when  the  contents  have 
been  used. 

New  Remedies. 
Since  my  last  call  upon  Messrs.  Reitmeyer  &  Co.  at 
63  Crutched  Friars,  London,  E.C..  they  have  largely  ex- 
tended their  premises  by  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  whole  of  the  building 
which  is  shown  in  the  annexed  en- 
graving. The  increased  floorage 
now  gives  them  ample  accommoda- 
tion for  their  growing  business. 
Spacious  general  and  private  offices 
are  located  on  the  ground-floor,  and 
the  rest  of  the  building  is  devoted 
to  warehousing  and  despatch  de- 
partments. The  special  object  of 
my  visit  on  this  occasion  was  to 
get  particulars  about  some  new- 
remedies  and  other  novelties  for 
which  the  firm  have  secured  the 
agencies,  and  I  obtained  particulars 
from  Mr.  Bartell,  manager  of  the 
department.  I  was  specially  in- 
terested in  castoreuni  bromide, 
which  I  have  seen  mentioned  in 
several  German  papers.  It  is  a  com- 
bination of  bromide,  Canadian 
castor,  and  valerian  in  the  form  of 
a  readily  soluble  effervescent  saline 
with  an  aromatic  odour.  It  is  com- 
mended by  German  medical  practitioners  in  the  treatment 
of  nervous  affections.  Another  new  preparation  is  casco- 
ferrin,  which  contains  1.5  per  cent,  of  triferrin  in  aromatic 
cascara  solution.  Triferrin  is  ferric  paranucleinate,  and 
has  an  established  repute  in  the  treatment  of  anaemia. 
Xcrosin  is  the  name  given  to  a  new  remedy  for  the  treat- 
ment of  eczema.  It  is  a  combination  of  ichthyol,  boric 
acid,  zinc  oxide,  talc,  and  gelanthum,  and  forms  a  skin- 
coloured  paste,  which  is  put  up  in  collapsible  tubes  to  retail 
at  Is.  Dr.  Manfred  Frankel,  of  Berlin,  has  successfully 
employed  drabeteserine  in  the  treatment  of  diabetes.  The 
remedy  is  a  combination  of  eserine  and  Trunecek's  serum 
in  tablet  form,  and  is  in  forms  I.  and  II..  the  latter  also 
containing  atropine,  which  is  indicated  in  the  severest  forms 
of  intestinal  inaction.  Under  the  name  of  antisderosin  a 
tablet  of  sodium  sulphate,  chloride,  carbonate,  and 
phosphate,  with  magnesium  salts,  and  calcium  glycei'o- 
phosphate  has  been  placed  on  the  market  for  the  treat- 
ment of  anteriosclerosis.  From  Germany  excellent  results 
with  this  are  reported.  A  new  concentrated- food  pre- 
paration, hcematopan,  has  been  introduced  by  Dr.  A. 
Wolff,  of  Bielefeld.  This  is  a  powder  which  is  said  to 
possess  all  the  constituents  of  haemoglobin  (albumen  50  per 
cent.)  and  other  nutritious  bodies,  in  combinaticn  with 
malt-extract.  Lastly,  my  attention  was  called  to  ■pheny- 
form.  an  odourless  substitute  for  iodoform,  negotiations 
for  the  sale  of  which  have  just  been  completed  by  Messrs. 
Reitmeyer.  Phenyform  occurs  as  a  yellowish-white  im- 
palpable powder,  and  is  entirely  free  from  odour.  The 
marketing  of  this  product  is  in  the  preliminary  stage,  but 
this  note  will  serve  to  indicate  to  wholesalers  and  retailers 
where  it  is  to  be  obtained.  Mr.  Bartell  informed  me  that 
his  firm  will  be  glad  to  send  printed  information  in  regard 
to  any  of  the  foregoing  articles  to  any  chemist  on  applica- 
tion, also  physicians'  trial-samples  for  judicious  distribu- 
tion. 

At  38  Basmghall  Street,  E.C..  in  the  home  of  "  No.  54" 
Eau  de  Cologne,  otherwise  the  showroom  of 

Van  Oppen,  Ross  &  Co., 
I  saw  some  nice  Christmas  perfumery  the  other  day. 
Primarily  a  Christmas-present  that  would  be  generally 
appreciated  is  "No.  54"  itself,  packed  in  ^-doz.  cases. 
This  handy  method  c*  buying  three  4-oz.  bottles  in  a  neat 
case  will  commend  itself  likewise  to  most  chemists,  for  a 
case  of  three  is  more  easily  disposed  of  on  occasion  than 
a  case  of  six,  and  either  way  is  better  than  selling  single 
bottles.  The  price  is  16s.  9c/.  per  doz.  to  the  retailer. 
There  are  about  three  dozen  quite  new  designs  for  perfume- 
cases  on  view  in  the  showroom  this  year.    In  nearly  every 
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instance  the  design  is  classic  or  high  art  in  some  form  or 
other.    One  of  the  most  popular  sellers  is  a  half-crown  line 
(costing  18s.  per  doz.)  in  a  light-brown  case  with  spider- 
web-pattern  decorations,  and  an  embossed  female  figure  of 
the  Early  Victorian  type  in  the  place  of  honour.  Another 
series  which  is  selling  well  is  in  brown,  blue,  or  slate-coloured 
suede  paper,  with  crossed  ribbons  on  the  front,  fastened 
by  a  miniature  portrait  in  gilt  frame.  These  are  in  one, 
two,  and  three  bottle  cases.     The  Japanese  entente  is 
responsible  for  the  continued  popularity  of  the  Japanese 
designs.    These  comprise  a  suite  of  lacquered  boxes  with 
Japanese  figures  and  other  embellishments,  containing  one 
or  two  bottles  of  perfume,  as  desired.    A  case  with  figures 
of  a  Dutch  boy  and  girl  in  characteristic  attitudes  (costing 
the  retailer  36s.  per  doz.)  should  be  a  quick  seller,  while 
the  predominance  of  browns  (biscuit,  chocolate,  etc.)  now 
much  affected  in  ladies'  dresses  should  not  fail  to  attract 
the  purchaser,  as  the  brown  tints  make  good  background 
for  artistic  decoration.    The  top-note  is  struck  in  a  slate- 
coloured  suede-paper-covei'ed  casket  edged  with  heliotrope 
satin,  and  having  for  decoration  a  solid  gilt  mount  of 
unique  pattern,  something  like  the  fine  brass-work  one 
sees  at  the  Arts  and  Crafts  Exhibitions.    The  wholesale 
price  is  108s.  per  doz.,  and  a  smaller  size  in  a  similar  style  in 
brown  and  blue  is  offered  at  78s.    These  are  only  a  few  of 
the  cases  to  be  inspected  at  Messrs.  Van  Oppen,  Ross  & 
Co.'s  establishment,  and  the  less  expensive  caskets  (from 
6s.  6d.  upwards)  are  to  be  obtained  in  as  great  and  artistic 
variety  as  the  higher-priced  ones  mentioned. 


cinnamon  waS  not  of  vS  vtke  S  Jep?»rted  that  the 
way  in  which  it  had  been T  prenared  Th  °  unsuitabIe 
large  and  rough  and  had  a  S  6  qml  3  were  to° 

nice  even  colour  t  J  fl  mottled  appearance,  instead  of  a 
sufficiently  strong  llTJ.Zf  rngency  Tre  also  «"* 
of  good  qLlity°XlJ  ^btagS'f^  Wers't  mL^T™ 
care  were  taken  m  the  selection  and  prepSoforthe  b^k9 


Commercial  ano  prooucc  motes. 

Indian  Turpentine. 

An  account  of  the  working  of  the  turpentine  and  colo- 
phony industry  as  carried  out  by  the  Forest  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  Provinces  is  given  in  the  report 
of  the  Department  for  the  year  ending  June  1906. 
According  to  an  extract  from  this  report  the  manufacture  of 
turpentine  and  colophony  is  carried  out  in  the  Naini  Tal  and 
Jaunsar  divisions.  In  the  former  99,891  trees  tapped  yielded 
a  total  outturn  of  266,060  seers  of  crude  resin  (1  seer  =  2.2  lb.), 
as  compared  with  170,364  seers  in  1904-5;  while  in  the  latter 
6,000  trees  tapped  gave  a  yield  of  21,384  seers,  as  against 
6,816  seers  in  1904-5.  The  following  figures  show  the  manu- 
facture of  turpentine  and  colophony  during  1905-6  : 

Naini  Tal  Jaunsar 

Turpentine  (gal.)    10,955  709 

Colophony  (seers)    175,120  17,883 

French  Turpentine. 

The  export  of  French  oil  of  turpentine  to  the  large  Euro- 
pean markets  has  been  falling  for  some  time  past,  according 
to  the  British  Consul  at  Marseilles.  During  the  first  ten 
months  of  1906  (the  latest  figures  available)  only  8,612  tons 
was  exported,  against  11,410  tons  in  1905.  Even  in  France 
the  consumption  of  turpentine  is  threatened  more  and  more 
by  the  employment  of  "  white  spirit."  Experience  has  shown 
that  very  good  liquid  siccatives  can  be  manufactured  from 
this  petroleum  derivative,  and  this  is  accepted  by  the  French 
navy.  It  is  understood  that  the  French  Government  has  in- 
structed its  Inspectors  of  Forests  to  accumulate  data  as  to  the 
total  area  of  pine-woods  within  their  respective  districts,  so  as 
to  obtain  an  approximate  idea  of  this  valuable  national 
property. 

American  Turpentine. 

In  a  preliminary  report  on  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
Savannah  for  1906  by  the  British  Consul,  it  is  stated  that  the 
production  of  resin,  turpentine,  etc.,  in  the  United  States  is 
generally  regarded  as  having  about  reached  its  limit,  owing 
to  the  gradual  but  steady  exhaustion  of  the  pine-trees.  Every 
year  the  virgin  forests  of  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  and 
Mississippi  are  being  more  and  more  encroached  upon,  and 
it  is  only  a  question  of  time  before  the  sources  of  supply  will 
be  greatly  reduced.  At  Savannah  the  business  done  is  still 
important,  but  the  tendency  at  present  seems  to  indicate  a 
yearly  decrease  A  great  deal  of  damage  was  done  last 
autumn  throughout  Georgia.  Florida,  and  Alabama  bv  de- 
structive storms  and  forest  fires,  which  injured  many  of  the 
turpentine  "  boxes." 

Gold  Coast  Cinnamon. 

A  sample  of  cinnamon  prepared  from  plants  grown  in  the 
Botanic  Gardens  at  Aburi,  was  forwarded  recently  for 
examination  to  the Imperial  Institute  by  the  Director  of 
Agnculture  in  the  Gold  Coast.    The  sample  weighed  about 


%onbon  2>rug  Statistics. 


Aloes  cs,  etc. 

>.    gourds 

Aniseed,  star   cs 

Arrowroot   pkgs 

Balsams  ...  cks,  etc. 

Calumba    bgs 

Camphor  pkgs 

Cardamoms 

Cinchona   „ 

Cocculusindicus  ,, 

Cochineal   ,, 

Cubebs  

Dragon's-blood...  ,, 

Galls   „ 

Gums — 
Ammoniacum  ,, 

Animi    ,, 

Arabic    „ 

Asafetida   ,, 

Benzoin    ,, 

Copal   ,, 

Damar  

Galbanum  ...  ,, 

Gamboge  

Guaiacum  ...  ,, 
Kauri  ...  tons  net 

Kino  pkgs 

Mastich    ,, 

Myrrh,  B.I.  „ 
Olibanum  ...  ,, 

Sandarac    „ 

Tragaeanth...  „ 
Ipecacuanha — 
Cartagena  ...  „ 
B.I.("Johore")„ 
Matto  Grosso  ,, 

Minas    ,, 

Jalap   bis 

Nux  vomica  ....pkgs 
Oils- 

*  Aniseed,  star...  cs 

♦Cassia   ,, 

Castor  pkgs 

Coconut    ....  tons 

Olive  cks,  etc. 

„  Palm  tons 

Quinine    lb 

Rhubarb  chts 

Sarsaparilla   bis 

Senna  

Shellac  cs'.' 

Turmeric  tons 

Wax — 

Bees'..  pkgs 

Vegetable   ,, 


September 


Landed  Delivd 


2!2 

671 

130 
1,146 
218 
246 

100 

18 


58 
419 
13 
130 
3,488 
472 


Stocks 


1907 


15 


105 
405 


211 
150 

846 
8 
106 
972 
352 
822 
6 
43 
116 
17 
£6 

7 
113 
635 
50 
215 
2,715 
448 

17 
4 

167 


10 
12 1 
142 
705 

5 
32 
12 
17 


15 

1 

65 

102 

195 

164 

375 

511 

1 

5,000 

3,311 

207 

43 

112 

66 

896 

602 

5,932 

4,030 

22 

41 

£25 

264 

£0 

63 

444 
434 

6  450 
£65 
598 
3,214 
2,344 
4,867 
69 
397 
319 
61 
2,428 

U 
158 
9.014 
307 
1.123 
17,472 
2,401 

33 
47 
741 
66 
18 
230 
1.431 
3£6 
3,601 

£4 
26 
100 
76 
17 
22 

11 

40 
204 
296 
2,559 

14 

221.702 
488 
212 
848 
21,038 
365 

1.939 
115 


1906 


1907 


290 


5.363 
579 
423 
567 
2,1£6 
6  028 

156 
411 
113 
2,1£0 

10 

233 
5,643 
761 
1,302 
17,761 
2.908 

104 

03  I 
1,216  I 
59  j 
12  J 
221 
3,676 
639 
5,316 

£2 
28 
65 
17 
171 


62 
38 
245 
222 
770 
5 

197  307 
207 
133 
1.889 
15.610 
264 

1,759 
253 


1 

Imprtd.;  Delivd. 

1,576 

1,461 

1,296 

862 

9,232 

7,140 

484 

411 

844 

639 

10,141 

7,834 

3,981 

2  898 

1872 

5,012 

100 

31 

738 

577 

_ 

223 

74 

141 

3,S02 

2,786 

34 

34 

750 

806 

9,766 

8,636 

971 

1,022 

1,983 

1,900 

36,714 

34,670 

6,442 

6,180 

108 

159 

17 

19 

1,673 

2,292 

37 

17 

62 

41 

273 

257 

1,268 

2,331 

1.181 

1,399 

10,388 

11,883 

166 

166 

190 

182 

174 

138 

180 

122 

20 

72 

853 

855 

13 

60 

97 

75 

1,380 

1,360 

1,455 

1,245 

6,799 

4,859 
28 

37 

48.147 

33,036 

759 

468 

1,042 

898 

3,094 

3.708 

43,3)6 

34,757 

392 

259 

4.335 

4,264 

345 

634 

•  Stocks  of  essential  oils  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's  Quay  are 
not  included. 

Farmers  sometimes  get  wonderful  crops,  from  fields  which 
have  long  lain  fallow,  by  deep  ploughing  and  heavy  fertilising. 
There's  a  hint,  in  this  practice,  from  the  oldest  to  the  youngest 
of  professions.  Perhaps  your  advertising  field  which  has  not 
been  cultivated  for  a  while  is  ready  to  give  you  a  bumper  crop, 
if  you  stimulate  generously  and  cultivate  deep. — Printer?  Ink. 
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Grabe  IRcport. 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  ara 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  October  17. 

A  LTHOUGH  there  is  no  appreciable  improvement  in  the 
H  volume  of  business  done,  there  is  a  steady  undercurrent 
of  trade  in  several  articles  of  produce  ;  but,  on  the  whole,  it 
cannot  be  said  that  the  demand  for  drugs  and  chemicals 
generally  is  what  it  should  be  for  October.  Several  im- 
portant price-changes  have  been  made,  the  principal  being 
the  sharp  advance  in  quicksilver  and  mercurials,  the  former 
being  due  to  decreased  Californian  output  and  brisk  demand 
for  China.  Cream  of  tartar  has  further  advanced,  and  is 
likely  to  go  still  higher.  Tartaric  acid  is  strong  and  active, 
especially  for  next  year's  delivery.  Citric  acid  continues 
easy.  China  crude  camphor  is  lower.  Ammonia  sulphate 
is  firmer,  but  copper  sulphate  continues  to  decline.  Soda 
crystals  for  1908  are  5s.  per  ton  cheaper.  Among  crude 
drugs  and  essential  oils,  cubebs  and  areca  are  higher. 
Podophyllum-root  and  balsam  tolu  are  firmer,  but  Nor- 
wegian cod-liver  oil  tends  easier.  American  peppermint  oil 
is  dearer,  but  the  demand  is  slow.  Menthol  is  firmer  for 
shipment.  Star-aniseed  oil  is  steady.  The  speculative 
markets  in  Mincing  Lane  produce,  such  as  shellac,  pepper, 
and  cloves,  were  decidedly  "sick"  early  in  the  week,  as 
the  result  of  the  slump  in  Wall  Street,  but  subsequently 
there  was  a  recovery.  Subjoined  are  the  principal  fluctua- 
tions of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Areca 

Cream  of  tartar 

Cubebs 

Hydrastis 

Mercurials 

Quicksilver 

Vermilion 

Ammonia 

sulphate 
Peppermint 
oil 

Petroleum 
Podophyllin 

Capsicums 
Cod-liver  oil 
Copper 

f  ulphate 
Galls  (China) 

Camphor 

(crude  China) 
Pepper 
Soda  crystals 

(next  year) 
Wood  oil 

Cablegram. 

New  York,  October  17  : — Business  in  drugs  is  good. 
Opium  is  slow  of  sale  and  easier  at  $6.25  per  lb.  for  drug- 
gists' by  single  cases.  Peppermint  is  5c.  higher  at  $1.65 
for  "  tin  "  oil.  Hydrastis  (golden  seal)  is  a  rising  market  at 
$2.15.  Mandrake  (podophyllum)  has  advanced  to  8c,  and 
casca'ra  sagrada  is  strong  at  10^c.  per  lb. 

Bromine-production  in  U.S.A. 

The  United  States  Geological  Survey  Eeport  for  1906  gives 
the  following  table  relating  to  the  production  of  bromine 
from  1900  to  1906  inclusive  : 


Year.                                       Lb.  Value. 

1900                                   521,444  $140,790 

1901                                     552,043  154,572 

1903                                     513,893  128.472 

1904                                     897,100  269,130 

1905    1,192,758  178,914 

1906    1,283,250  165,204 


It  will  be  seen  that  while  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  in 
the  quantity  of  bromine  produced  (90,492  lb.  more  in  1906). 
the  value  decreased  last  year  by  $13,710.  This  is  accounted 
for  to  a  large  extent  by  the  imports  from  Germany,  which 
have  cut  the  prices  in  the  United  States  so  much  so  that  there 
is  little  profit  in  the  production.  The  bromine  produced  in 
the  United  States  in  1906  was  derived  from  brine  obtained  in 
the  State  of  Michigan,  Ohio,  Philadelphia,  and  Western 
Virginia. 


Synthetic  Camphor. 

In  tho  course  of  an  article  on  the  production  and  trade  in 
camphor  appearing  in  the  "  Frankfurter  Zeitung,"  it  is  stated 
that  the  Badische  Anilin  und  Soda  Fabrik  of  Ludwigshafen, 
the  Chemische  Fabrik  E.  Schering  of  Berlin,  and  the  firm  of 
Anton  Deppe  Sohne  of  Hamburg,  are  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  artificial  camphor.  Each  firm  maintains  strict 
secrecy  in  regard  to  the  process  of  production,  and  the  price 
is  difficult  to  ascertain,  as  the  makers  as  yet  do  not  place  any 
on  sale,  it  being  stated  that  the  output  is  utilised  in  their  own 
works.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  agreement  between  the 
Japanese  Government  and  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Samuel 
Samuel  &  Co.  will  expire  on  March  31,  1908.  Certain  figures 
are  quoted  as  to  the  production  of  camphor  by  Japan,  it  being 
stated  that  reliable  figures  are  not  available.  The  correct 
figures  in  regard  to  exports  as  furnished  by  the  Japanese 
Department  of  Finance  were  published  in  our  issue  of 
April  20,  1907,  p.  586. 

Iodine. 

We  have  received  from  a  leading  firm  of  importers  the 
following  letter  with  reference  to  the  letter  from  a  correspon- 
dent in  Japan,  which  was  published  in  our  issue  of  October  5, 
p.  555:  "Referring  to  the  communication  dealing  with 
Japanese  iodine  in  your  issue  of  October  5,  there  is  apparently 
some  uneasiness  among  the  buyers  of  iodine  and  prepara- 
tions, which  we  think  it  only  right  to  relieve.  The  threat 
contained  in  the  last  lines  of  the  communication  referred  to, 
saying  that  Japan  will  reduce  the  price  of  iodine,  is  very 
empty.  Japanese  crude  iodine  cannot  be  produced  at  much 
less  than  6d.  per  oz.,  c.i.f.  If  iodine  drops  below  this  price, 
the  fishermen  who  collect  the  seaweed  in  Japan  will  not  think 
it  worth  their  while  to  collect  the  material,  as  they  can  earn 
more  money  in  other  branches.  At  bd.  per  oz.  for  crude 
iodine,  potassium  iodide  works  out  at  about  6s.  6d.  per  lb., 
which  may  safely  be  predicted  as  the  limit.  Further,  this 
temporary  price,  now  withdrawn,  has  not  been  caused  through 
any  special  desire  of  the  Japanese,  as  suggested  in  the  com- 
munication, but  through  the  present  depressed  state  of  the 
market  for  potassium  iodide  on  this  side.  At  the  same  time, 
this  gave  the  firms  who  control  the  article  a  most  desired 
opportunity  to  prevent  the  Japanese  from  making  a  profit 
on  potassium  iodide,  and  so  stopping  over-production,  thus 
directing  the  energies  of  the  Japanese  to  the  crude  article. 
The  Japanese  iodine  industry,  as  far  as  export  is  concerned, 
has,  is,  and  always  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  Chilian  iodine- 
producers,  and  no  Government  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Japanese  can  alter  this  state  of  affairs.  Besides  this,  the 
Japanese  Government  has  shown  very  little  disposition  to 
take  the  matter  up,  as  the  amount  involved  is  so  very  small, 
and  the  whole  Japanese  iodine  industry  is  really  only  of  vital 
importance  to  the  parties  mentioned  in  your  paragraph,  who 
most  likely  are  the  authors  of  the  article.  However,  there  is 
no  cause  for  any  alarm  at  i^resent." 

German  Alcohol— Prices  Advanced. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  spirit  "  Centrale,"  held  in  Berlin 
on  October  15,  it  was  announced  that  the  reports  sent  in  from 
trustworthy  sources  varied  considerably,  and  that  great  un- 
certainty still  prevailed  as  to  the  final  results  of  the  potato- 
crop.  To  some  extent  the  reports  were  favourable,  but  those 
received  from  Pomerania  and  East  and  West  Prussia  declare 
that  the  potatoes  are  of  very  inferior  quality  and  contain  very 
little  starch.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the  increased  cost 
of  potatoes,  the  Centrale  decided  for  the  present  to  fix  the 
rebate  or  "  Abschlags  "  price  at  45m.  from  October  16,  and 
the  sale-price  of  "  prima  "  rectified  alcohol  for  prompt  de- 
livery in  Berlin  at  59m.  per  100  litres  pure  alcohol.  Prices 
for  denatured  alcohol  are  to  remain  unchanged.  The 
"  Abschlags  "  price  has,  therefore,  been  raised  by  5m.  and  the 
selling-price  of  "  prima  "  alcohol  by  4m.  These  quotations 
apply  to  spirit  for  immediate  delivery  only  :  the  Centrale  has 
not  yet  declared  the  terms  for  extended  delivery.  As  regards 
the  duration  of  these  fixed  prices,  it  has  been  decided  to  revise 
them  in  the  event  of  any  important  development — either  for 
better  or  worse — according  to  the  result  of  the  potato-crop. 
[The  above  advance  is  about  equal  to  l%d.  per  proof  gal., 
which  brings  the  present  value  to  about  ll^d.  to  Is.  per  proof 
gal.— Ed.] 

H?avy  Chemicals. 

Business  is  well  maintained  in  the  heavy-chemical  market 
on  both  prompt  and  forward  account,  and  there  are  few 
changes  of  any  importance  to  be  recorded.  General  home- 
trade  demand  at  all  the  principal  centres  seems  to  be  some- 
what heavier.  Values  generally  are  firm  and  without  much 
fluctuation. 

Zinc  Salts  are  in  improved  consumptive  request  at  un- 
altered values.  Zinc  sulphate  crystals  11.  5s.  to  11.  15s.  per 
ton,  and  zinc-chloride  solution,  100°  Tw.,  bl.  5s.  to  61.  15s.  per 

ton. 

Green  Copperas  keeps  on  the  firm  side  with  both  home  and 
export  demand  well  maintained.  Existing  contracts  are  being 
taken  out  well,  and  outside  supplies  are  not  over  abundant. 
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Best  Lancashire  makes,  42s.  6c?.  to  45s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liver- 
pool, and  Welsh,  15s.  to  17s.  6c?.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  in  bulk. 

Sulphocyanides  continue  on  the  weak  side,  with  poor  de- 
mand. Potassium,  Id.  to  7jc?.  per  lb. ;  ammonium,  95-per- 
cent., b^d.  to  6fcZ.  per  lb. ;  and  barium,  95-per-cent.,  35c?.  to 
3gc?.  per  lb. 

Magnesium  Salts  are  moving  steadily,  and  are  firm  at 
unchanged  rates.  Sulphate,  60s.  to  62s.  6d.  per  ton ;  chloride, 
65s.  to  67s.  6c?.  per  ton ;  and  carbonate,  37s.  6c?.  to  40s.  per  cwt. 

Recovered  Sulphur  is  steadily  taken  up,  and  consequently 
maintains  a  firm  position  at  about  51.  to  5?.  5s.  per  ton,  in  bags 
free  on  rails. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia. — There  is  a  very  steady  tone  in  this 
market,  and  the  demand  which  is  being  experienced  for 
prompt  delay  practically  takes  up  supplies.  Although  there 
is  no  great  eagerness  to  cover  forward  requirements,  there 
seems  to  be  a  greater  tendency  on  the  part  of  buyers  to  meet 
sellers'  ideas  as  regards  advanced  figures.  Present  nearest 
quotations:  Beckton,  October-December  delivery  12?.  3s.  9c?., 
January- April  12?.  5s.,  Beckton  terms  111.  12s.  bd.  to  11?.  15s., 
London  11?.  15s.  to  11?.  16s.  3c?.,  Leith  12?.  3s.  9c?.  to  12?.  5s.,  and 
Hull  11?.  18s.  9c?.  to  12?. 

Benzols  are  rather  quiet  in  demand,  but  fairly  steady : 
90-per-cent.  8^cZ.  to  9c/.,  and  50-per-cent.  9c?.  per  gal. 

Continental  Drug  and  Chemical  Markets. 

Ammon.  Carb. — Of  late  the  consumption  has  been  greater, 
both  as  regards  prompt  and  delivery  orders.  There  is  still 
competition  between  English  and  German  products,  but, 
nevertheless,  values  are  somewhat  higher  at  present,  and  it 
is  hardly  probable  that  they  will  fall  again.  In  the  matter 
of  quality,  there  is  a  marked  difference  which  prospective 
buyers  should  take  into  account. 

Balsam  Peru. — Although  there  is  practically  no  business  the 
high  value  of  21m.  per  kilo,  is  maintained.  It  appears  that 
shippers  are  exercising  great  caution,  and  they  are  only 
sending  limited  quantities  to  Europe.  As  long  as  this  policy 
is  maintained  it  is  hardly  probable  that  quotations  will 
decline. 

Carnauba  Wax  continues  to  show  a  declining  tendency ; 
supplies  in  Hamburg  are  unusually  large  and  continue  to 
come  in.  In  September  the  arrivals  amounted  to  about  640 
sacks  and  for  October  they  are  estimated  at  1,100  sacks,  which 
will  bring  up  the  stocks  to  the  imposing  total  of  about  10,000 
sacks.  Moreover,  the  new  crop  is  expected  earlier  than  usual. 
These  circumstances  explain  the  reserved  attitude  of  buyers, 
as  they  are  no  doubt  counting  on  lower  prices. 

Ergot. — Offers  are  usually  plentiful  on  the  arrival  of  a  new 
crop,  but  on  this  occasion  there  are  singularly  few  in  Ham- 
burg. As  yet  it  is  not  quite  clear  whether  this  is  to  be 
attributed  to  a  decrease  in  production  or  to  a  holding  back 
of  supplies.  At  any  rate  the  market  is  firmer,  Russian  ergot 
being  quoted  at  200m.  per  100  kilos.,  while  Spanish  is  con- 
siderably higher. 

Glycerin. — In  consequence  of  former  indications  an  ad- 
vance in  prices  was  expected  about  the  end  of  September,  but 
the  Convention  appear  to  have  abandoned  the  idea.  In  any 
case  the  market  remains  very  firm,  and  even  second-hand 
quotations,  which  until  now  have  been  very  low,  must  even- 
tually attain  a  higher  level. 

Lead  Peeps. — Before  the  middle  of  September  a  scarcity  in 
metal  became  apparent,  the  supplies  of  foreign  lead  being 
found  insufficient.  It  would  appear  that  there  is  no  prospect 
of  increasing  them  in  the  immediate  future,  as  the  production 
in  Spain  is  below  the  usual  figure.  The  advance  in  the  value 
of  metal  has  also  affected  the  prices  of  litharge  and  red  lead, 
although  this  has  not  become  very  apparent  in  the  quotations. 

Lycopodium  is  somewhat  weaker,  and  offers  on  spot  (Ham- 
burg) in  chests  at  4m.  have  not  been  accepted.  Sack  lycopo- 
dium, prompt  delivery  from  Russia,  is  offered  at  3.85m.  per 
kilo.  net. 

Manna. — According  to  reports  from  producing-centres,  the 
market  is  very  firm,  and  it  seems  to  be  a  fact  that  the  crop  is 
smaller  owing  to  the  unfavourable  weather.  Whether  it  has 
decreased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  warrant  the  present  very  high 
prices,  it  is  as  yet  impossible  to  say.  It  is  just  possible  that 
reserve  on  the  part  of  buyers  may  bring  down  prices. 

Platinum. — Prices  of  the  metal  have  declined  still  further- 
ed., in  Ekaterinburg  6  to  6.20  roubles  per  solotnik  has  been 
paid,  being  a  reduction  of  20  copecks  (solotnik  =  65.8.  gr.  troy). 

Potash  Chlor. — Manufacturers  have  no  large  quantities  to 
dispose  of  for  this  year,  and  only  strictly  limited  quantities  arc 
available  from  second-hands.  The  market  is  very  firm,  owina; 
to  the  fact  that  prices  are  to  bo  maintained,  if  not  advanced, 
for  1908.    The  prices  are  to  be  fixed  shortly. 

Tin  Oxide. — Great  efforts  have  been  made  to  maintain  the 
price  of  metal  and  a  slight  improvement  was  apparent,  but 
in  the  last  week  in  September  prices  again  declined  con- 
siderably, and  consequently  the  selling  bureau  reduced  the 
price  of  oxide  of  tin  to  335m.  per  100  kilos. 

Valerian. — The  first_  small  supplies  from  this  year's  crop, 
which  is  said  to  be  fair,  will  shortly  be  on  the  market.  At 


present  there  is  a  complete  scarcity  of  Thiiringen,  and  no  sup- 
plies are  expected  for  about  four  weeks. 

Zinc  Oxide. — Since  October  11  prices  have  been  ruled  in 
such  a  way  by  the  Convention  as  to  make  the  basis-price 
quite  ^m.  higher  than  that  declared  on  September  14.  Orders 
for  large  quantities  entail  certain  advantages.  _  With  regard 
to  the  future  position,  nothing  definite  can  be  said,  as  so  much 
depends  on  the  state  of  the  metal-market.  The  tendency  at 
present  is  towards  a  decline. 

American  Drug  Market. 

New  York,  October  8. 
Business  in  tlrugi  is  moderately  active,  with  more  sub- 
stantial buying  in  evidence.  Price-changes  have  been  few 
and  limited  in  extent,  but  sentiment  regarding  several  articles 
has  notably  altered.  Opium  is  unsettled  and  lower.  Cascara 
on  spot  remains  firm.  Hydrastis  is  dearer,  and  dandelion  has 
doubled  in  price.  Peppermint  oil  is  firmer.  Copaiba  and 
camphor  have  seemingly  touched  bottom  for  the  present. 

Aloes. — Curacao  in  boxes  is  in  good  request  at  9c.  to  9£c, 
as  to  grade  and  quantity. 

Cascara  Sagrada  maintains  its  firm  position  on  spot.  The 
supply  on  hand  appears  to  be  sufficient  to  meet  current  de- 
mands, but  all  efforts  to  shade  10£c.  have  been  unsuccessful. 
Offers  from  the  Coast  are  rather  meagre,  and  prices  seem 
more  a  matter  for  individual  negotiation  than  of  general 
quotation.  Such  as  have  recently  been  named  indicate  a 
somewhat  easier  feeling,  new  bark  being  quoted  at  lie. ;  last 
year's  peel  at  8gc,  f.o.b.  Washington. 

Copaiba. — Importations  of  C.  and  S.  American  have  been 
light  for  some  time,  and,  owing  to  the  diminished  supply, 
most  holders  have  advanced  their  prices  to  45c.  to  47£c.,  as  to 
blend  and  seller,  while  50c.  is  quoted  in  one  quarter.  Para  is 
in  fair  demand  at  90c.  to  $1.05.    Oil  is  worth  $1.30. 

Dandelion-root  has  advanced  sharply  to  40c,  following 
sales  at  25c.  in  the  latter  part  of  the  week.  The  local  stock 
is  under  close  control,  and  firmly  held  in  anticipation  of 
higher  prices  later  on.  Another  reason  than  the  scarcity  for 
the  soaring  tendency  is  the  renewal  of  the  "  Kargon  "  adver- 
tising campaign.  This  proprietary  remedy  is  exploited  in 
prescription-form  with  fluid  extract  of  dandelion  as  an  ad- 
jutant, the  plan  being  that  adopted  by  the  proprietors  of 
"Karox"  ot  British  renown. 

Hydrastis. — The  strength  of  the  market  continues  un- 
abated and  few  holders  are  willing  to  grant  concessions  on 
$1.80.  Others  refuse  to  shade  $1.85,  and  up  to  $2  is  quoted. 
Demand  has  eased  off  a  little,  however,  and  $1.78  will  buy  in 
a  small  way.  At  primary  sources  offerings  are  limited,  and 
at  prices  little  lower  than  those  current  on  spot. 

Ipecac,  remains  in  a  quiet,  irregular  position,  with  revised 
quotations  showing  a  lower  basis  of  $1.40  for  Rio,  $1.25  for 
Cartagena,  and  strictly  nominal  thereat. 

Mandrake  is  very  firm,  owing  to  scarcity.  6c.  to  6|c.  is 
possible  for  limited  quantities  here,  but  one  Western  dealer 
quotes  8c,  f.o.b.  St.  Louis,  and  higher  spot  prices  should 
naturally  follow. 

Menthol  is  weak  and  lower  at  $2.35.  Most  holders  will 
shade  to  the  extent  of  5c 

Opium. — Under  the  influences  previously  noted  the  market 
continues  slow  and  irregular.  Buyers  display  no  more  than 
a  passive  interest  in  the  drug,  and  purchase  only  sufficient 
to  get  along  with.  At  present  the  smaller  speculators  are  well 
able  to  supply  this  modest  demand,  and  while  their  stocks 
last  there  is  small  chance  of  a  turn  in  the  market.  As  low  as 
$6.50  is  quoted  by  one  dealer,  and  no  doubt  less  will  buy. 

Peppermint  Oil  (American)  is  a  trifle  firmer,  but  quotations 
are  $1.60  to  $1.70  as  before.  Hitherto  news  of  a  displeasing 
nature  emanating  from  the  Western  distillers  has,  on  general 
principles,  been  discredited  here,  and  the  local  market  has 
not  responded  to  their  views.  _  Now,  however,  there  are  some 
indications  of  changing  sentiment  regarding  the  crop  out- 
look, and  this  feeling  is  exemplified  by  the_  prevailing  firmer 
tone.  Case  oil  has  been  well  taken  for  foreign  account. 
Pulsatilla-herb  is  dearer  at  8c.  to  8^c,  owing  to  scarcity. 
Sassafras-bark  is  steady  at  the  former  range  of  12c.  to  15c. 
Oil  (natural)  is  a  little  higher  at  70c.  to  80c,  as  to  brand  and 
seller.  Artificial  is  sold  at  37£c  to  40c.  for  drums,  and  40c. 
to  42c.  for  cans.  Safrol  is  in  good  demand,  and  lower  at 
50c.  to  55c,  in  sympathy  with  raw  materi.nl. 


London  Markets. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — A  large  business  has  been  done  on 
spot,  and  especially  for  next  year's  delivery.  Prices 
are  firm  on  the  basis  of  11c?.  for  foreign  and  ll^d.  for 
English. 

Aloes. — Thirty  packages  have  arrived  from  Mossel  Bay, 
but  there  have  been  no  arrivals  of  Curagao.  Zanzibar  in 
skins  is  wanted,  but  second-hand  holders  ask  85s. 

Antimony  is  steady  at  from  35/.  to  36/.  10s.  for  Japanese 

crude  as  to  quantity. 
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Areca  are  scarce  and  dear,  one  holder  asking  33s. 

Asafetida.— The  11  cases  of  fair  grey  almondy  block, 
part  false  packed,  offered  last  week,  were  subsequently  sold 
at  52s.  6c?.  per  cwt. 

Balsam  Toltj  is  rather  firmer,  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  having  been 
paid  for  large  tins,  and  for  shipment  Is.  Id.  c.i.f.  is  also 
quoted. 

Benzoin. — Since  the  auctions  there  has  been  a  good  de- 
mand for  Sumatra  at  between  5/.  10s.  and  11.  5s.  per  cwt., 
close  upon  100  cases  (including  the  quantity  sold  at  auction 
last  week)  having  changed  hands.  Both  Palembang  and 
Siam  are  inquired  for,  but  no  good  quality  is  to  be  had. 

Bromides.— The  New  York  "0.  P.  and  D.  Reporter" 
is  advised  that  the  house  representing  the  German  syndicate 
has  been  authorised  to  enter  contracts  for  delivery  over 
1908  at  practically  unchanged  prices  from  those  lately 
prevailing,  the  exact  terms  depending  upon  quantity. 

Camphor.— Sales  of  Japanese  refined  1-oz.  tablets  have 
been  made  down  to  2s.  4c?.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  for  October- 
January  shipment,  with  buyers  at  2s.  3d.  c.i.f.  China 
crude  is  weak  and  lower,  fair  merchantable  having  been 
sold  at  185s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  for  October-December  shipment. 

According  to  official  figures,  the  exports  of  crude  and  refined 
camphor  from  Japan  during  the  seven  months  ended  July 
were  as  follows : 

1905  1906  ISC 7 

Kin     ...    1,518.245  1,678.246  2,172  099 

Yen    ...    1,629,000  2,010,000  3,578,000 

[Kin=1.3  lb.  avoir.    Yen  =  2s.  0£<Z.] 
Cascara  Sagrada. — The  position  is  unchanged,  with  the 
exception  that  no  more  appears  to  be  available  at  45s.  c.i.f., 
the  lowest  being  47s.  6c?.    No  interest  is  shown  on  spot  at 
the  moment,  sellers  quoting  48s. 

Copaiba. — A  large  business  is  reported  by  mail  from  New 
York  for  Hamburg  account  at  a  slight  advance. 

Copper  Sulphate  has  sunk  a  further  10s.  to  22/.  15s.  per 
ton  on  spot,  and  Liverpool  brands  are  quoted  22/.  5s.  per 
ton. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  again  dearer,  holders  now  asking  87s 
for  98  per  cent.,  and  85s.  for  95  per  cent.  The  demand  is 
active,  and  in  view  of  the  increased  consumption  on 
"  Christmas  trade  "  account,  still  higher  prices  are  looked 
for. 

Cubebs.— Several  parcels  have  been  sold  lately  for  export 
to  the  U.S.A.  at  from  45s.  to  47s.  6c?.,  and  as  stocks  are  now 
small,  holders  are  asking  higher  pricey,  viz.,  from  57s.  6c/. 
to  60s.  Stocks  in  Hamburg  are  also  small,  and  no  offers 
have  lately  been  made  from  the  East. 

Dandelion. — A  good  business  has  been  done  lately  at  up 
to  55s.  for  English,  and  of  foreign  the  market  is  almost  bare. 

Dragon's-blood.—  With  no  arrivals  and  fair  inquiry  the 
stocks  have  been  steadily  diminishing  lately,  and  prices  are 
about  30s.  per  cwt.  higher  during  the  past  month. 
_  Galls. — Chinese  are  quoted  at  easier  prices  for  arrival, 
including  Nov. -Dec.  shipment  at  47s.  for  ordinary  shape, 
and  at  49s.  c.i.f.  for  plum  shape. 

Gambier .— Slow,  with  sellers  of  cubes  at  28s.  od.  ex  quay. 

Gamboge. — There  have  been  no  arrivals,  and  small  sales 
of  the  parcel  ex  auction  have  been  made,  it  is  said,  at 
18/.  10s.  for  good  Siam  pipe. 

Golden  Seal.— Extravagant  prices  have  been  cabled  over 
from  New  York,  which  buyers  here  do  not  entertain  at  the 
moment.    (See  cable.) 

Gum  Arabic— Holders  of  Turkey  sorts  ask  37s.  6d.  for 
fair  half-hard.  Senegal  gum  is  firmly  held,  sellers  asking 
30s.  6d.  for  Bas  de  Fleuve. 

Ipecacuanha.— Small  sales  of  Matto-Grosso  have  been 
made  on  the  basis  of  last  week's  decline,  and  the  balance  of 
the  East  Ind  ian  offered  last  week  has  now  been  cleared.   No  | 
arrivals  of  any  description  have  taken  place. 

Liquorice-root.— There  is  a  scarcity  of  cut  decorticated 
European,  which  is  worth  about  45s. 

Mandrake  Root  has  advanced  to  42s.  6d.  per  cwt.  c.i.f. 

Menthol  is  quiet  at  from  7s.  2c?.  to  7s.  3c?.  per  lb.  on 
spot  for  Kobayashi,  and  at  7s.  for  less-esteemed  brands. 
m or  December- January  shipment  business  has  been  done  in 
Kobayashi  at  7s.  c.i.f.  in  conjunction  with  oil  at  4s.  3c?., 
which  is  firmer. 


Mercurials. — Dearer.  The  anticipated  advance  of  Id. 
per  lb.  took  place  last  Friday,  but  a  further  rise  of  10s.  in 
quicksilver  being  announced  on  Monday,  mercurial  makers 
were  compelled  to  advance  their  prices  by  l^c?.,  making 
2^d.  in  all ;  but  since  September  23  the  rise  is  3^d.  per  lb. 
They  now  quote  as  follows  for  assorted  lots  of  2  cwt.  and 
under  :  White  precipitate  3s.  lc?.,  corrosive  sublimate 
2s.  5gc?.,  calomel  2s.  9^d.,  red  precipitate  3s  O^c?.,  yellow 
oxide  B.P.  3s.  3c?.,  white  sulphate  2s.  5gC?.,  and  sulphuret 
with  sulphur  2s.        per  lb. 

Musk  remains  slow  of  sale,  but  sellers  still  ask  85s.  per  oz. 
for  fine  pile  I.  blue  s.kin  Tonquin  pod,  and  55s.  to  60s.  for 
old-fashioned  pod. 

Oil,  Aniseed,  Star. — Small  sales  have  been  made  on  spot 
at  5s.  4c?.,  and  to  arrive  4s.  8c?.  c.i.f.  has  been  paid,  but  on 
Wednesday  4s.  9gC?.  c.i.f.  was  quoted. 

Oil,  Cassia. — Very  firm,  with  small  spot  sales  at  6s.  3c?. 
for  80  to  85  per  cent.,  and  5s.  10c?.  for  70  to  75  per  cent.,  and 
for  arrival  business  has  been  done  at  5s.  4c/.  for  80  to  85  per 
cent.,  and  5s.  2c?.  for  70  to  75  per  cent. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — An  advice  from  Bergen  states  that  the 
market  is  slightly  easier,  finest  non-freezing  oil  offering  at 
from  72s.  to  74s.  per  barrel  c.i.f.  Hull.  In  London  prices  are 
practically  unaltered,  agents  quoting  72s.  6c?.  c.i.f.  Our 
Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  October  14  that  finest  non- 
congealing  Lofoten  cod-liver  oil  was  sold  in  that  market 
during  the  past  week  at  the  parity  of  66s.  6c?.  per  barrel, 
f.o.b.  Bergen.  Buyers  are  unwilling  to  pay  more  than  this 
figure,  but  holders  mostly  ask  higher  prices  at  present. 
The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  amount  to  10,075 
barrels,  against  12,637  barrels  at  the  same  date  of  last  year. 
For  the  whole  country  the  total  exports  is  about  27,000 
barrels,  or  only  a  few  hundred  barrels  more  than  at  the 
corresponding  date  of  last  year. 

Oil,  Lemon. — Several  shipments  of  lemon  oil  from  Sicily 
have  recently  been  rejected  by  the  United  States  Customs 
authorities,  while  others  have  been  detained.  The  Board  of 
Food  Inspection  at  Washington  has  been  collecting  testi- 
mony in  New  York  and  Sicily,  and  the  matter  is  now  under 
consideration.  The  Customs  House  chemists  do  not  assert 
that  any  adulteration  has  taken  place,  but  they  find  that 
these  shipments  are  not  of  the  "proper  chemical  con- 
stituency," and  they  are  open  to  conviction  if  the  importers 
can  prove  that  this  difference  is  due  to  natural  conditions. 
This  fact  has  somewhat  unsettled  the  market  here,  as  it  is 
thought  some  quantity  may  find  its  way  to  this  side. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Practically  all  agents  are  now  quoting 
higher  prices  for  American  "  tin  "  oil — namely,  from  7s.  3c?. 
to  7s.  6c?.  per  lb.  c.i.f.,  according  to  brand,  and  for 
H.G.H.  prices  are  also  firmer  at  lis.  id.  London  terms, 
with  small  sales.  The  value  of  Japanese  dementholised  oil 
o,i  spot  is  5s.,  and  for  December- January  shipment  4s.  3c?. 
c.i.f.  has  been  paid,  together  with  menthol  at  7s.  c.i.f. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Linseed  is  lower  on  the  spot  at  24s.  6c/.  in 
pipes  and  25s.  in  barrels.  Ordinary  brown  Rape  oil  is  firmer 
on  the  spot  at  36s.  6c?.,  and  at  38s.  3c?.  for  refined.  Crude 
Cottonseed  is  quiet  at  26s.  for  new,  and  25s.  for  old,  ordi- 
nary pale  refined  being  offered  at  26s.  6c?.  and  sweet  refined 
at  30s.  Both  Ceylon  and  Cochin  Cocoanut  oils  are  unchanged 
at  34s.  and  44s.  spot  respectively.  Lagos  -palm  oil  is  also 
unaltered  at  32s.  6c/.  Turpentine  has  advanced  on  the 
week  to  39s.  for  spot  American,  and  Petroleum  is  \d.  per 
gal.  dearer  at  7c?.  for  ordinary  refined  American,  8c?.  for 
water-white,  and  6gc?.  for  Russian  on  spot. 

Olibanum. — Good  and  fine  qualities  of  drop  are  scarce. 
Small  sales  of  fair  Aden  drop  have  been  made  at  42s.  6c?.  per 
cwt. 

Opium. — Only  a  retail  business  is  being  done  on  spot  at 
about  unaltered  rates. 

Smyrna,  October  4. — There  is  no  business  to  report,  and  the 
position  continues  unchanged.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to 
date  amount  to  1,211  cases,  against  2,714  cases  at  the  same 
period  of  last  year.  Reviewing  the  market  during  September, 
a  monthly  report  states  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  sale  of 
eight  cases  Holland  grades  at  24s.  for  the  Dutch  East  Indian 
Government,  nothing  has  been  done  in  Smyrna.  Neverthe- 
less, the  position  is  firmly  maintained,  and  for  the  moment 
there  is  no  hope  of  lower  prices,  or  an  easier  market.  The 
only  talk,  both  in  Smyrna  and  in  Constantinople,  is  the  ques- 
tion of  purchases  which  the  Dutch  contemplate  making  for 
their  colonies,  and  if  they  are  bound  to  buy,  sellers  hope  to 


628 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


October  19,  1907 


force  them  to  pay  very  high  figures.  Hitherto  they  have 
taken  a  very  small  quantity,  owing  to  the  tenacity  of  holders. 
The  following  quotations  are  nominal :  Karahissar  23s.  to 
24s.  6rZ.,  and  Yerli  23s.  to  28s.  per  lb.,  as  to  quality.  The 
arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  1,196  cases,  against 
2.672  cases  at  the  same  period  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople 
235  cases,  against  2,672  cases.  The  stock  in  Smyrna  is  about 
1,939  cases,  against  3.998  cases  at  the  same  date  last  year,  and 
in  Constantinople  213  cases,  against  915  cases. 

Podophyllin. — As  higher  prices  have  been  paid  for  root, 
makers  of  resin  have  advanced  their  prices,  B.P.  quality 
being  worth  about  lis.  per  lb. 

Quicksilver  is  again  dearer,  importers  having  advanced 
their  price  by  10s.  to  8/.  5s.  per  bottle.  The  advance  is  said 
to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Californian  mines  are  now 
producing  much  less,  and  that  they  cannot  supply  the  whole 
requirements  of  the  United  States.  It  is  also  pointed  out 
that  with  the  increased  use  of  the  metal  the  demand  has 
improved  considerably,  especially  on  China  account.  Since 
September  12  there  have  been  five  advances  in  quicksilver, 
amounting  in  all  to  25s.,  and  the  market  closes  firm  with  no 
"  seconds  "  offering. 

Quinine  has  quite  relapsed  into  its  former  almost  stag- 
nant condition,  so  far  as  regards  speculation.  Some  retail 
sales  of  B.  and  S.  and  for  Brunswick  have  been  made  at  8c/. 
per  oz. 

The  exports  of  "  quinine,  quinine  salts,  and  combinations  " 
from  Germany  during  the  eight  months  ended  August  1907 
were  137,500  kilos.  [Comparisons  with  former  periods  are 
not  yet  available.] 

Rhubarb. — Fifty-six  cases  have  arrived  via  Marseilles. 

Saffron  is  very  firm,  and  higher  prices  are  expected  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  crop  has  been  damaged  by  the 
recent  floods,  but  to  what  extent  cannot  be  stated.  New 
saffron  is  now  being  gathered.  On  spot  34s.  6d.  will  buy 
finest  (B.P.)  Valencia. 

Santonin. — In  view  of  the  information  we  published  in 
our  issue  of  September  21,  page  485,  it  may  be  as  well  to 
point  out  that  buyers  should  cover  their  immediate  needs 
only. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  only  arrivals  at  the  warehouse  this 
week  are  ten  bales  of  native  Jamaica. 

Senega  is  steady  at  2s.  Ad.  net  on  spot. 

Shellac. — A  steady,  quietmarket  was  reported  early  in  the 
week  on  the  basis  of  145s.  to  147s.  6(7.  for  fair  TN  orange, 
but  on  Wednesday,  with  a  better  demand,  rather  firmer 
prices  were  obtained,  fair  selling  at  147s.  6d.  to  150s.  Good 
and  fine  orange  marks  are  quoted  170s.  to  180s.  on  spot,  and 
the  market  is  almost  bare  of  A.C.  Garnet.  Button  lac  is 
slow  and  difficult  to  sell.  At  the  close  of  last  week  futures 
were  rather  firmer  with  small  sales  of  second  orange  for 
October  delivery  at  142s.  6d.  to  144s.,  and  the  higher  price 
has  again  been  paid  this  week  in  a  small  way,  the  value  of 
October  on  Wednesday  being  145s.  with  few  sellers. 

Soda-crystals. — Spot  prices  are  unaltered  at  65s.  in 
barrels  and  62s.  6d.  in  bags,  but  for  next  year's  delivery 
quotations  have  been  reduced  by  5s.  per  ton. 

Spices. — At  auction  Cochin  Ginger  was  slow  of  sale,  200 
bags  being  bought  in  at  36s.  for  fair  washed  rough,  part 
slightly  wormy.  Pepper  is  lower.  At  auction  230  bags  of 
Singapore  were  offered  and  a  few  sold  at  A^d.  per  lb.  for  fair, 
being  easier ;  100  bags  of  Tellicherry  sold  at  lower  prices, 
4jfZ.  being  paid  for  good  fair.  Ceylon  was  bought  in  at 
A\d.  to  5a.  for  greyish  to  good  small,  and  50  bags  "  Gapis  " 
sold  at  A^d.  for  good  heavy,  and  3§c/.  for  light.  To  arrive 
business  has  been  done  at  lower  prices,  including  50  tons 
Singapore  at  3f£c7.  for  October-November,  and  3gcZ.  c.i.f. 
for  November- January.  White  pepper  is  also  lower,  140 
bags  of  Rio  description  selling  without  reserve  at  A^d.  to 
A%d.  Brown  limed  Penang  was  bought  in  at  5^d.  for  fair. 
Privately  Singapore  is  also  lower,  October-November  and 
December- January  shipment  having  been  sold  at  5-^d.  c.i.f., 
delivered  weight.  Fair  quality  on  the  spot  is  quoted  at 
5|(7.  Fair  Pimento  was  bought  in  at  auction  at  Z^d.  Cap- 
sicums were  easier  at  auction,  60  bags  of  Nyassa  realising 
48s.  6d.  to  55s.  for  fair  to  good  bright,  46s.  6d.  for  good  red, 
and  27s.  6d.  to  35s.  for  reddish,  part  yellow  and  perished. 
Cinnamon  was  steady  at  auction  with  sales  of  broken  pieces 
at  Id.,  quillings  at  o^d.,  and  featherings  at  6d.  Nutmegs 
were  steady  with  sales  of  about  90  packages  Singapore,  20 


packages  of  Penang,  and  18  packages  of  West  Indian. 
Mace  was  also  steady,  the  sales  including  24  cases  of  Singa- 
pore at  Is.  2d.  for  ordinary  red  and  Is.  Id.  for  palish,  rather 
broken.  Nine  cases  of  Penang  offered  and  sold  without 
reserve  at  Is.  "id.  to  Is.  Ad.  for  ordinary  dull.  No  Cloves 
were  offered  at  auction,  and  privately  business  has  been  on  a 
small  scale  with  prices  weak  and  lower.  In  the  delivery 
market  the  sales  include  October-December  at  5d.  and  for 
arrival ;  sales  afloat  have  been  made  at  5d.  and  4£-cZ.  to  4|rf. 
c.i.f.  The  receipts  of  cloves  in  Zanzibar  during  the  first 
half  of  October  amounted  to  19,500  bales,  against  6,000  last 
year,  and  1,800  in  1905.  The  total  since  August  1  is  95,500 
bales,  against  18,500  in  1906,  and  10,700  in  1905. 

Styptol  Powder. — Prices  have  been  revised,  makers  now 
quoting  from  19s.  to  21s.  per  oz.  as  to  quantity,  and  9±d.  to 
lOd.  per  gram,  the  lower  price  being  for  100-gram  lots. 

Sulphur. — A  Messina  report  of  September  30  states  that 
Sicily  has  again  begun  to  sell  sulphur  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  Union  Sulphur  Co.  of  New  York  has  shipped 
some  cargoes  of  its  Louisiana  sulphur  on  consignment  to 
the  South  of  France.  In  consequence  of  this  competition, 
the  tendency  is  for  a  decline.  Prices  for  prompt  refined 
and  ground,  of  which  stocks  are  limited,  remain  sustained. 
The  following  are  the  quotations  :  Unmixed  crude  best 
seconds  in  bulk  82s.  6d.,  thirds  77s.  M.  per  ton  of  1,030 
kilos.  Refined  sulphur,  blocks,  in  bulk,  85s.  9r/.,  in  bags 
of  about  55  kilos,  gross  91s.  3c/.,  rolls  of  about  1  cwt.  94s.  M. ; 
flowers  of  sulphur  in  bags,  109s.;  ditto  "commercial," 
94s.  Qd.  ;  ground  sulphur  in  bags,  "  commercial,"  94s.  9d., 
best  seconds  ditto,  91s.  6d.  per  ton  of  1,015  kilos,  f.o.b. 
Sicily. 

Turmeric. — Madras  is  firm,  with  sales  of  fair,  bright 
finger  at  22s.  6d.  on  spot  and  whole  bulbs  at  18s. 

Vermilion. — In  sympathy  with  the  rise  in  quicksilver 
English  makers  have  further  advanced  their  prices,  and  now 
quote  from  2s.  A^d.  to  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  as  to  quantity. 

Wax,  Japan.— Holders  on  spot  quote  60s.,  and  the  sales 
for  arrival  include  September-October  shipment  at  54s.  6<2., 
and  October- November  at  53s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f. 

Wood  Oil  is  cheaper,  with  sellers  of  December- January 
steamer  at  31s.  6d.  c.i.f.,  d/w. 


Italian  Stems. 

(From  a  Florentine  Correspondent.) 


Professor  Durante's  Antitubercular  Injection.— 
There  are  many  formulae  for  this  injection,  but  all  present 
some  difficulty.  With  distilled  water  it  is  impossible  to 
make  it,  as  guaiacol  is  insoluble  therein.  With  glycerin 
one  has  a  product  too  dense.  The  best  method  is  as 
follows  : 

Iodine    1  gram 

Almond  oil  90  grams 

Guaiacol    9  grams 

Dissolve  the  iodine  in  the  oil  without  heat,  then  add  the 
guaiacol. 

It  is  impossible  to  sterilise  the  mixture,  but  it  is  possible 
to  have  previously  sterilised  the  oil  and  the  guaiacol,  and 
the  bactericidal  qualities  of  the  iodine  render  it  superfluous. 

Italian  Pharmacies.— With  a  view  to  formulating 
amendments  to  the  present  pharmacy  regulations,  the 
Italian  Government  has  issued  a  schedule  of  questions  to 
every  chemist,  wholesale  and  retail,  in  Italy.  These 
schedules  have  to  be  filled  in  and  returned  without  delay. 
The  questions  for  retail  pharmacists  are  nineteen  in  num- 
ber, and  include  the  population  of  the  commune  in  which 
the  pharmacy  is  situated,  whether  the  population  is 
crowded  or  sparse,  the  distance  from  the  nearest  neighbour- 
ing pharmacy,  the  state  of  the  roads,  the  number  of 
assistants  qualified  and  unqualified  and  the  porters,  etc., 
employed ;  whether  the  pharmacy  is  under  the  personal 
supervision  of  the  owner  or  under  a  paid  manager,  the 
amount  of  the  returns,  the  succession,  etc.  Wholesalers 
have  to  state  the  number  of  directors  and  workmen  em- 
ployed in  their  factories,  how  long  established,  and  the 
returns.  A  third  form  requires  particulars  from  wholesale 
manufacturing  pharmacists  or  agents  as  to  whether  speciali- 
ties and  mineral  waters  are  sold  and  the  returns,  as  well  as 
statistics  of  the  staff  and  directors. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.-Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.  If  queries 
-are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  readers 
generally.  Letters  received  after  the  early  posts  on  Wednes 
day  cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  week's  issue. 

'BUSINESS  INFORMATION.— We  have  very  full  records  of 
the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.  Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "  Information  Wanted." 


The  Beam  in  the  Eye. 
Sir, — I  notice  in  last  week's  C.  <b  D.  a  letter  from  Mr. 
T4oct  in  which  he  explains  his  recent  action  in  prosecuting 
a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Mr.  Boot  states 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  only  one  course  open, 
and  that  was  to  prosecute  his  firm,  in  view  of  the  facts  of 
the  recent  sale  of  Easton's  syrup  tabloids  case,  and  his 
action  was  only  taken  to  prove  that  the  so-called  rule  of 
signing  the  poison-book  was  a  myth.  Anyone  reading  the 
letter  must  admit  that  it  is  an  honest  and  straightforward 
explanation  of  affairs.  Would  it  not  be  much  more  advan- 
tageous to  the  chemists  of  the  country  if,  instead  of  con- 
stantly heckling  Boots  (who  will  still  go  on,  in  spite  of  all 
these  pettifogging  attempts  to  show  them  up),  they  would 
look  to  their  own  shortcomings  and  see  that  they  are  not 
caught  napping  themselves  ?  Would  it  not  be  more  to  the 
point  if,  instead  of  constantly  attacking  a  firm  which  does 
employ  qualified  men  to  dispense  poisons,  we  took  the  trouble 
to  ferret  out  the  hundreds  of  unqualified  men  who  keep  open 
shops  under  the  title  of  "  drug-stores"  (and  in  some  cases 
""  chemist  ")  and  serve  any  poison  asked  for — to  say  nothing 
;of  those  who  run  branches  with  unqualified  managers  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 
Winchmore  Hill,  N.  J.  H.  P.  Bolton. 

"Erasmic"  Beauty  Competition. 
Sir, — It  might  interest  your  readers  to  know  the  number 
I     -of  varying  lists  it  is  possible  to  make  with  these  twelve 
i      beauties.    It  is  not  such  an  easy  task  as  it  might  seem  to 
.give  the  correct  order,  as  these  ladies  can  be  arranged  in 
-479,001,600  different  ways,  and  a  person,  in  order  to  make 
-sure  of  participating  in  the  first  prize,  would  have  to  fill  in 
and  send  on  this  number  of  coupons  ;  and  the  necessary 
I     wrappers  at  4rZ.  each  would  cost  the  trifling  sum  of 
.7,983,000/.  Yours  faithfully, 

Llanelly.  John  Da  vies. 

Sub-Postmasters'  Bonds. 
Sir, — This  year  I  received  the  usual  demand  note  for  my 
"premium  to  the  Post  Office  Employes'  Guarantee  Associa- 
tion. The  amount  was  the  same  as  last  year.  A  week  or 
two  later  I  found  out  (quite  by  accident)  that  my  bond  of 
200/.  had  been  reduced  to  100/.,  and  I  wrote  the  Society 
asking  for  the  return  of  half  the  premium  I  had  paid.  This 
"was  in  July.  About  six  weeks  later  I  got  a  reply,  saying 
"that  until  they  received  my  letter  they  did  not  know  that 
my  bond  had  been  reduced.  They  did  not  send  me  the 
overcharge.  I  have  written  them  twice  since  about  the 
-matter,  but  they  have  not  even  answered  my  letters. 
Another  sub-postmaster  here  was  charged  the  same  double 
premium,  but  he  has  got  about  half  the  overcharge  returned. 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  other  chemist  sub-postmasters 
have  been  treated  this  way,  and  whether  the  practice  has 
"been  universal  or  not. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Brighouse,  October  14.       Sub-Postmaster.  (255/55.) 

Glasgow  Chemists  and  the  By-laws. 
Sir, — Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  appears  to  have  peculiar  views 
-ns  to  the  functions  of  a  local  Association.    Chemists  in  the 


district  are  not  supposed  to  be  capable  of  forming  an 
opinion  until  they  have  been  enlightened  by  the  Council 
of  the  Association  ;  nor  are  chemists  from  another  town 
at  liberty  to  call  on  and  speak  to  local  chemists  on  a  dis- 
puted point  until  this  process  of  enlightenment  has  been 
applied.  Some  of  us  are  not  sufficiently  advanced  to  accept 
this  development  of  trade-unionism.  And  perhaps  it  may 
be  suggested  that  there  are  men  in  the  East  who  were 
members  of  the  Executive's  Special  Committee  on  the  by- 
laws, who  are  just  as  competent  to  give  correct  information 
on  the  subject  as  are  the  Council  of  the  Glasgow  Associa- 
tion. As  for  the  allegation  that  the  mass  of  people  on 
whom  we  called  are  "bitterly  hostile  to  the  Society,''' 
seeing  that  we  called  indiscriminately  on  the  chemists  whom 
we  encountered  on  our  route,  it  follows  that  the  mass  of 
Glasgow  chemists  are  bitterly  hostile  to  the  Society,  a  fact 
which  I  am  sorry  to  learn.  Possibly  Mr.  Gilmour  has 
over-stated  the  case.  Then,  finally,  as  to  "  free  discussion 
and  fair  play,"  we  in  Edinburgh,  and  throughout  Scotland 
generally,  are  keenly  in  favour  of  these  at  all  times.  If 
there  had  been  more  "  free  discussion  and  fair  play  "  the 
necessity  for  petitioning  the  Privy  Council  would  not  have 
arisen.  Yours  truly,- 

Edinburgh,  October  14.  D.  B.  Dott. 

Sir, — The  following  statement  in  Mr.  Gilmour's  letter 
comes  as  a  staggering  revelation  to  those  confreres  who 
have  been  acting  with  him  in  this  by-laws  question, 
namely  : — 

Mr.  Cowie  has  fallen  into  incomprehensible  misappre- 
hension in  affirming  that  I  agree  ...  in  desiring  to  main- 
tain the  status  of  the  examiners  as  provided  for  in  existing 
by-laws. 

I  have  just  read  again  a  document  in  my  possession  ap- 
proved of  unanimously  by  a  committee  of  which  Mr. 
Gilmour  is  a  member,  in  which  it  is  declared  to  be  important 
that— 

1.  Regulations  for  the  conducting  of  examinations  should 
first  be  framed  and  adopted  by  the  Boards  of  Examiners 
and  then  be  approved  by  the  Council,  and  that  this  pro- 
vision of  the  present  by-law,  Section  X.,  sub-section  10, 
should  be  retained. 

2.  In  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  Society's  solicitor 
(;'P.  J.,"  May  22,  1897)  certificates  of  preliminary  knowledge 
should  be  on  a  standard  first  determined  by  the  Boards  of 
Examiners,  and  then  approved  by  the  Council. 

3.  To  secure  that  this  shall  be  done  it  is  necessary  to 
retain  in  Section  X.,  sub-section  11,  after  "Registrar"  the 
words,  "on  behalf  of  the  Boards  of  Examiners."  as  well 
as  the  provision  of  sub-section  10,  above  mentioned. 

4.  The  examiners  strongly  represent,  that  the  sufficiency 
of  explanations  of  absence  should  be  judged  of  by  the  Board 
of  Examiners  themselves,  or,  in  exceptional  cases,  by  the 
Council,  and  that  it  is  inrdvisable  to  authorise  the  Registrar 
to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  validity  of  such  explanations. 
The  framers  of  the  document  say  they  entirely  agree  with 
the  views  expressed  by  the  examiners,  and  think  the  present 
form  of  the  by-law  should  be  retained. 

I  have  referred  to  all  our  letters  from  Mr.  Gilmour  with- 
out discovering  any  departure  from  these  views  in  which 
he  concurred.  He  merely  states  that  having  pointed  out 
to  the  Council  certain  grave  legal  and  other  defects  in  the 
draft  by-laws,  we  should  not  press  the  matter  so  far  as  to 
petition  the  Privy  Council.  Your  readers  will,  therefore, 
be  able  to  judge  whether  I  was  not  justified  in  believing 
that  Mr.  Gilmour  agreed  with  us  in  objecting  to  the  new 
by-laws,  but  differed  from  us  on  the  question  of  procedure. 

Mr.  Gilmour  is  great  for  free  discussion  and  fair  play. 
He  was  in  correspondence  with  members  of  my  committee 
at  the  time  he  was  arranging  the  ad  hoc  private  meeting  of 
his  Council.  But  he  never  mentioned  that  he  was  doing  so, 
nor  did  he  offer  any  opportunity  to  the  promoters  of  the 
petition  to  state  their  side  of  the  case,  nor  did  he  inform 
them  that  any  meeting  had  been  held  until  October  1 — 
mark  the  date — on  which  day  he  wrote  that  "  at  the  meeting 
of  our  Council,  held  on  August  30,  it  was  unanimously 
decided  not  to  support  the  memorial  "  to  the  Privy  Council. 
That  is  very  different  from  what  he  now  says,  "that  the 
Council  qua  Council  should  support  the  apjilication  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council."  Again,  your  readers 
can  judge  whether  it  was  fair  to  decide  the  case  against 
the  petitioners  on  ex  parte  statements,  and  without  having 
seen  the  petition  or  hearing  any  statement  by  the  pro- 
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moters.  Mr.  Gilmour  never  hinted  at  an  intention  of 
"  siding  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  Council's  by-laws 
proposals."  What  he  did  was  to  state  that  the  proposed 
by-laws  would  not  do  more  than  slightly  curtail  the  powers 
of  the  Boards  of  Examiners,  and  that  this  was  a  matter 
the  examiners  themselves  should  fight  for,  and  that  it 
affected  the  English  and  Scottish  Boards  equally.  He 
further  says  : 

I  share  your  solicitude  for  the  maintenance  of  the  co- 
ordinate status  of  the  Scottish  Board,  but  cannot  apprehend 
how  it  is  threatened  by  the  proposed  alterations. 

We  supplied  him  with  detailed  information  clearly  in- 
dicating how  the  alterations  would  result  in  the  damage 
he  agrees  in  deprecating,  and  we  complain  that  though  he 
had  promised  to  reply  to  that  explanation  he  had  never 
done  so,  but,  without  making  any  inquiry  and  without  the 
sanction  of  his  Council,  issues  and  publishes  a  postcard  in 
which  he  falsely  accuses  us  of  obtaining  signatures  by  ex 
parte  statements. 

We  are  all  in  favour  of  the  improved  standard  and  scope 
of  the  Preliminary  Knowledge  Certificates,  and  of  main- 
taining the  effective  control  of  the  Council  as  provided  for 
in  the  existing  by-laws.  There  is  no  dispute  as  to  these 
points.  What  we  do  object  to  is  the  attempt  to  take  away 
the  existing  necessity  for  the  concurrence  of  the  Boards  of 
Examiners  and  their  sole  statutory  right  to  discharge  ex- 
aminational functions.  We  are  glad  to  see  Mr.  Gilmour 
regrets  so  much  the  want  of  "any  adequate  opportunity 
for  frank  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  case."  It  is  just 
because  the  whole  circumstances  of  the  publication  and 
ratification  of  the  proposed  by-laws  made  adequate  con- 
sideration impossible,  that  there  has  been  forced  upon  us 
the  disagreeable  necessity  of  asking  the  Privy  Council  to 
refuse  sanction  until  the  situation  has  been  fully  elucidated. 
.  .  .  We  repudiate  the  suggestion  that  any  individual  was 
induced  to  sign  the  petition  by  a  misrepresentation  as  to 
the  attitude  of  the  Council  of  Mr.  Gilmour's  Association. 
Several  members  of  the  Council  voluntarily  signed  the  peti- 
tion and  procured  for  us  upwards  of  forty  signatures  over 
and  above  the  sixty-six  we  obtained  by  personal  call  in 
Glasgow.  Yours  faithfully, 

Edinburgh,  October  15.  Wm.  B.  Cowie. 

[Exigencies  of  space  have  compelled  excision  of  a  passage 
in  Mr.  Cowie's  letter  referring  to  the  loyalty  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  members  in  Scotland,  a  matter  which  is 
really  not  worth  disputing. — Editor.] 

Our  Apprenticeship  System. 

Sir,— There  is  certainly  something  in  "  Jay  Mack's  "  con- 
tention that  the  large  proportion  of  failures  in  the  Minor 
has  something  to  do  with  the  growth  of  drug-stores,  but  I 
have  maintained  for  years,  and  experience  confirms  me  in 
my  opinion,  that  the  greatest  blow  which  could  be  dealt  at 
the  drug-store  would  be  a  proper  apprenticeship  system. 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  90  per 
cent,  of  the  men  who  enter  for  the  Minor  to-day  have  not 
had  a  proper  apprenticeship,  and  that  50  per  cent,  have  not 
spent  a  day  in  a  bona  fide  pharmacy  in  their  lives.  Is  it 
fair,  is  it  reasonable,  that  the  doctor  and  the  drug-store 
between  them  should  be  turning  out  embryo  chemists  by 
the  hundred  ?  Everyone  who  has  much  acquaintance  with 
dispensing  surgeries  knows  that  one  of  the  chief  attractions 
held  out  by  the  doctor  to  the  boy  in  the  street  is  that  if  he 
will  come  to  be  his  dispenser  and  clerk  and  debt  collector, 
etc.,  he  will  be  able  to  qualify  himself  as  a  chemist  in  a  few 
years.  These  are  the  men  who  are  providing  the  stores 
with  an  unlimited  number  of  qualified  and  unqualified 
assistants — for  the  simple  reason  that  they  are  useless  in  an 
ordinary  pharmacy  owing  to  their  bad  training.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Council  have  had  the  question  brought  to 
their  notice,  but  refuse  to  do  anything,  on  the  old  grounds 
that  we  must  get  a  compulsory  curriculum  (which  would  not 
solve  the  problem).  The  chief  reason,  probably,  is  their 
continual  fear  of  offending  the  doctors.  Why  we  should 
fear  that  I  cannot  see,  for  doctors  never  raise  a  finger,  and 
never  will,  to  help  the  chemist.  They  fail  to  see  that  it  is 
they,  and  no  one  else,  who  produce  the  prescribing  chemist 
by  having  their  dispensing  done  in  their  surgeries  by  men 
who  afterwards  go  up  for  the  Minor.  No  man  should  be 
allowed  to  enter  for  the  Minor  who  cannot  produce  his 
articles  of  apprenticeship  to  a  qualified  chemist  in  business 


for  himself.  Have  a  curriculum  in  addition,  if  you  will,  but 
have  the  apprenticeship.  The  stores  would  thereby  have  their 
stream  of  assistants  cut  off,  chemists  would  once  more  be 
able  to  get  good-class  apprentices,  and  the  medical  profes- 
sion would  soon  cease  to  complain  of  prescribing  chemists. 
The  puzzle  is  why  none  of  our  associations  discuss  this 
important  question,  for  surely  it  is  the  greatest  injustice 
from  which  we  as  a  trade  suffer  that  we  are  not  allowed  to 
produce  our  own  successors,  and  that  our  greatest  enemies, 
the  stores  and  the  doctors,  should  have  usurped  the  office 
of  trainers  of  the  future  generation  of  chemists.  If  the 
public  knew  the  secrets  of  surgery  dispensing  they  would 
very  soon  demand  that  students  from  that  school  should 
not  be  allowed  to  practise  at  their  expense. 

Yours  obediently, 

An  Ordinary  Chemist.  (256/20.) 

[There  is  no  authority  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  to 
require  Minor  candidates  to  produce  evidence  of  appren- 
ticeship.— Editor.] 

"What  Becomes  of  the  Managers  ? 
Sir, — -Recently  a  drug  company  on  the  south  coast  fol- 
lowed the  apparently  one  and  only  course  which  such 
companies  can  do,  and  sold  out  at  a  sacrifice  all  their 
branches.  Now,  Sir,  what  of  the  managers  ?  These  men, 
by  their  qualification,  had  enabled  the  company  to  run 
these  shops  in  opposition  and,  undoubtedly,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  their  fellow  qualified  chemists.  All  their  youthful 
energy  and  skill  had  been  devoted  to  the  interests  of  their 
employers.  Dazzled,  probably,  in  the  first  instance,  by 
shorter  hours,  outdoors,  bigger  wages,  and  old-age  pensions, 
they  fell  into  the  trap.  One  can  picture  them  standing 
before  their  new  frontages,  pigeon-chested,  and  with  the 
air  of  a  duke,  as  manager  of  the  show,  and  everybody 
knew  it.  The  picture  changes.  Years  after,  when  the 
hair  is  grizzled  and  the  youthful  energy  is  no  more,  the 
inevitable  month's  notice  is  received,  and  the  small  shop 
in  the  back  street  finds  the  late  manager  starting  on  his 
own  in  a  small  way,  doing  just  as  he  should  have  done 
twenty-five  years  ago,  but  minus  the  vigour  of  ripening 
manhood.  The  new  manager  from  the  new  company 
smiles  sarcastically  at  the  smallness  of  things ;  the  older 
chemists  of  the  town  generously  pretend  not  to  notice  the 
changed  condition ;  and  company  directors  motor  past  in 
j  luxury  and  sardonically  whisper,  "What  fools  qualified 
men  are  !  "  Yours  faithfully, 

On  My  Own.  (247/36.) 

Prestige  v.  Profit. 
Sir, — Your  correspondent  E.  Bee  is  one  of  many  men  who 
make  valiant  statements,  but  have  very  few  facts  to  back 
them  up.  In  one  letter  he  asked,  "What  does  Jay  Mack 
want? — free  trade  in  poisons?  "  and  goes  on  to  say  he  be- 
lieves I  will  never  get  that.  That's  what  I  call  a  rather 
mean  backdoor  way  of  imputing  a  statement  to  me  which  I 
never  made,  for  I  object  to  free  trade  in  all  forms. 
Surely  a  demand  for  "  reform  "  does  not  imply  a  desire  to 
do  away  with  all  regulations.  He  asks  who  made  the  esti- 
mate of  the  nine-tenths  dispensing  of  England  and  Wales 
which  is  done  by  doctors  themselves,  and  I  humbly  reply 
that  it  was  merely  the  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  and  I  have  not  yet  seen  any  really  competent 
man  call  it  in  question.  In  fact,  nobody  did  question  it  until 
E.  Bee  arose ;  but  he  is  not  really  competent,  merely  noisy. 
It  seems  idle  to  waste  C.  &  D.  time  and  space,  but  when 
men  like  E.  Bee  bring  in  side-issues  I  think  the  safest  way  is 
to  answer  their  queries  (even  though  they  be  side-issues), 
and  so  dispose  of  the  angry  humming  of  certain  busy  bees. 
Dispensing  by  institutions  is  one  side-issue,  and  is  not  just 
now  under  consideration,  except  to  throw  dust  in  our  eyes 
and  obscure  the  real  point,  which  is  the  doctors'  dispensing. 
If  we  had  that  we  would  be  very  busy  men  indeed,  and  it 
is  because  that  has  undoubtedly  left  nine-tenths  of  us  that 
changes  are  urgently  wanted  in  the  Pharmacy  Act. 
Nobody  seeks  to  deny  the  prestige  which  the  public  are 
ready  enough  to  give  to  the  chemist  who  keeps  poisons. 
What  I  and  others  grumble  at  is,  it  is  all  prestige  and  no 
profit,  and  if  the  drug-store  conducted  by  the  unqualified 
(but  often  able  and  experienced)  druggist  can  give  the  same 
(or  cheaper)  prices  than  the  chemist  for  all  the  thousand 
common  everyday  articles,  then  the  drug-store  gets  the- 
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trade  and  the  chemist  gets  the  prestige,  and  a  useless  thing 
it  is  when  rent  day  comes  round.  The  public  are  quite  ready 
to  use  the  night  bell  at  all  sorts  of  unseasonable  hours,  and 
to  grumble  it  a  qualified  man  be  not  in  attendance  to  "  dis- 
pense "  the  latest  absurdity  of  the  "  Liverpool  Post  "  ;  they 
even,  as  at  Dundee,  try  to  sue  you  for  50CM.  damages  for 
selling  something  which  they  repeatedly  demanded,  even 
when  warned  not  to  use  it,  and  think  that  the  chemist  is  able 
to  exist  on  "  prestige  "  and  such  paltry  dispensing,  even  if 
they  do  take  the  bulk  of  their  goods  from  the  drug-store. 
It  is  impossible  to  keep  up  such  a  "  prestige  "  and  pay  for 
qualified  labour  when  neither  is  necessary  to  the  bulk  of  the 
present-day  trade.  Jay  Mack. 


Legal  Queries. 

See  the  "  C.  &  D.  Diary,  1907,"  for  much  legal  information  as  to 
all  trade  matters.  In  any  circumstance  not  covered  by  the 
articles  therein,  state  the  case  explicitly  with  all  particulars 
and  submit  to  the  Editor. 


TP.  F.  G.  (252/40).— The  reply  to  which  you  refer  was  in 
regard  to  sale  of  dental  preparations  by  a  chemist,  and  not  to 
the  practice  of  dentistry  by  a  chemist.  The  High  Court  has 
held  that  a  chemist  who  sells  horse  and  cattle  medicines  may 
call  himself  "veterinary  chemist."  We  are  not  prepared  to 
say  that  the  Court  would  also  rule  that  a  chemist  practising 
as  a  dentist  may  legally  call  himself  "  dental  chemist."  You 
should  not  trouble  yourself  as  to  what  the  Dental  Associa- 
tion might  do  if  you  were  to  assume  the  title;  better  put 
yourself  right  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  for  you  are  illegally 
using  a  title  reserved  for  Major  men. 

R.  B.  (250/90). — Most  local  authorities  have  the  power  to 
make  by-laws  for  abating  street  noises.  Address  your  com- 
plaint to  the  police. 

Thrift  (256/5).— A  patent-medicine  licence  is  required  for 
each  set  of  premises  in  which  dutiable  medicines  "  are  made, 
prepared,  compounded,  kept  ready  for  sale,  uttered,  vended, 
or  exposed  to  sale,  or  intended  so  to  be."  If  a  branch  shop  is 
not  licensed  and  the  employes  there  accept  orders  which  are 
telephoned  to  a  licensed  branch  to  execute,  payment  being 
made  to  the  licensed  shop  on  delivery,  there  is  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  1890  Act.  A  number  of  cases  in  regard  to  the 
■sale  of  exciseable  liquors  have  decided  this. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques 
tions  of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months.  A  preliminary  cond;- 
tion  for  reporting  on  samples  submitted  is  that  all  particulars 
as  to  source  and  uses  are  given  to  us. 


J.  S.  (241  / 64). — Cold-water  Starch.— We  do  not  see  why 
you  use  both  soda-crystals  and  soda-ash  in  your  recipe,  except 
it  be  to  take  advantage  of  the  small  quantity  of  caustic  soda 
often  present  in  the  latter.  We  have  no  other  criticism  to 
make  on  the  recipe  as  a  recipe,  but  should  recommend  you  to 
have  it  well  tried  on  a  fairly  large  scale  before  putting  it  out 
as  a  commercial  article. 

It.  S.  D.  (235/74).— Nail-polishing  Stick.— This  is  made  as 
follows : 

Putty-powder    Jviij. 

Carmine   3j. 

Perfume   q.s. 

Mucilage  of  tragacanth    q.s. 

The  powders  and  perfume  are  well  mixed,  then  massed  with 
the  mucilage,  and  piped  on  the  pill-machine. 

F.  TF.  D.  (British  Columbia)  (239/3).— Straw-hat  Stains.— 
These  are  made  by  dissolving  1  oz.  of  a  spirit-soluble  aniline 
•dye  of  the  required  colour  in  1  gal.  of  spirit.  The  stains 
generally  contain  other  ingredients,  such  as  shellac  (3  lb.), 
Tesin  (1  lb.),  benzoin  (3  oz.) ;  but  as  you  do  not  desire  to  give 
a  glazed  appearance  to  the  straw,  the  quantities  may  be  re- 
duced to  one-third. 

F.  S.  (2/9).— Scarlet-runner  Beans  are  preserved  for  winter 
use  by  keeping  in  brine  in  covered  jars.  Before  use  the  beans 
Are  soaked  in  water  overnight. 

Flux  (232/46).— Soldering  Aluminium. — This  operation  is 
one  which  has  baffled  many  investigators,  and  the  processes 
that  have  been  suggested  are  very  numerous.  In  the  follow- 
ing notes  we  give  the  chief  methods  that  have  been  put  for- 


ward, the  name  of  the  inventor  being  given  after  each.  The 
processes  are  as  far  as  possible  in  chronological  order: 

The  solder  is  composed  of  tin  35,  zinc  23,  silver  5,  alu- 
minium 2.  The  surfaces  to  be  united  are  cleaned  with 
caustic  alkali  or  cyanide  washed  and  dried.  Next  heat  in  a 
spirit-lamp,  coat  with  the  alloy,  clamp  together,  and  con- 
tinue the  heat.    No  flux  is  needed.  (Thowless.) 

Use  paraffin-wax  as  a  flux.    Coat  the  parts  with  an  alloy 
of  zinc  5,  tin  2,  lead  1,  and  solder  in  the  usual  way.  (Sellon.) 
Use  silver  chloride  as  a  flux.  (Page.) 

Use  as  flux  (1)  the  halogen  salts  of  silver,  (2)  the  chloride 
or  iodide  of  cadmium,  (3)  a  haloid  salt  of  cadmium  with  a 
solder  of  zinc,  tin,  or  cadmium.  The  flux  is  conveyed  to  the 
surface  by  means  of  a  brush  wetted  with  spirit.  (Nicolai.) 

Use  an  alloy  of  tin  45,  aluminium  10.  (Bourbouze.) 

The  following  alloys  used  as  solders :  (1)  Pure  tin,  (2) 
tin  1,000,  lead  50;  (3)  tin  1,000,  zinc  50;  (4)  tin  1,000,  copper 
10-15;  (5)  tin  1,000,  nickel  10-15;  (6)  tin  900,  copper  100, 
bismuth  2-3.  (Novel.) 

A  solder  of  lead  165  (or  aluminium  100,  lead  65),  tin  100, 
zinc  9.  Clean  the  surface,  place  the  alloy  on  the  warmed 
parts,  and  apply  soldering-bit  at  red  heat.  (Wegner.) 

Dip  the  parts  in  a  mixture  of  Russian  tallow  and  Provence 
oil  and  solder  with  pure  tin.  (Singer.) 

As  solder  use  tin  45,  aluminium  11 ;  melt  separately,  pour 
together,  and  east  into  strips.    No  flux  needed.  (Heaton.) 

An  alloy  made  as  follows  is  recommended  :  A  aluminium 
1,  zinc  8,  B  tin  32,  phosphor  tin  (5-per-cent.  phosphorus)  1. 
Melt  separately,  pour  B  into  A,  and  cast  in  bars.  An  in- 
crease of  tin  gives  lower  melting-point,  more  aluminium, 
or  zinc  makes  a  stronger  solder.  (Briggs.) 

Make  an  alloy  of  aluminium  9,  silver  1-4,  copper  2-5.  To 
use,  break  up  the  alloy  and  spread  between  the  surfaces  to 
be  joined,  previously  heated.  Press  together,  and  use  the 
soldering-iron.  (Sauer.) 

A  solder  of  aluminium  1,  phosphor  tin  (10-per-cent.)  1, 
zinc  11,  tin  29,  is  used.  (Richards.) 

Flux  of  stearic  and  oleic  acid,  or  lard  oil  (90),  wax  (10). 
Tin  the  surface,  using  this  flux,  then  solder.  (Novel.) 

Solder  of  tin  5-6,  lead  4-5,  aluminium  6-4,  zinc  1.  No  flux 
needed.  (Webster.) 

Alloy  of  aluminium  5,  tin  5,  zinc  90  ;  melt  and  puddle 
with  sal  ammoniac,  remove  the  "  cinder,"  and  pour  into 
sticks.  (Neild.) 

Surfaces  heated,  then  covered  successively  with  molten 
zinc  and  aluminium  1,  zinc  2g,  alloy,  and  held  in  contact 
while  heated.  (Lange.) 

Potassium  chloride  as  flux.  Heat  to  600°  C.  to  900°  C, 
and  solder  with  tin  at  328°  C.  (Sorensen.) 

Heat  the  parts  to  dull  redness  in  a  mixture  of  salt  1,  tur- 
pentine 2,  and  when  cool  sprinkle  with  borax  and  solder  in 
the  usual  way.  (George.) 

Use  an  alloy  of  tin  12,  aluminium  1  as  solder.  (Burton.) 

A  solder  of  tin  100,  silver  20,  zinc  10,  aluminium  0.1  to  6, 
and  as  a  flux  iodine  or  iodide  of  tin  or  mercury  with  or  with- 
out vaseline.  (Hammond.) 

The  parts  are  prepared  with  an  alloy  of  zinc  95  and  alu- 
minium 5,  and  a  solder  used  having  a  tin  basis  tin  2,  lead  1. 
(Stadt.) 

Successive  layers  ofcopper  and  zinc  are  electrolytically 
depositedon  the  aluminium,  which  is  then  heated  to  cause 
a  superficial  alloy.  (Bailie.) 

Ammonium  chloride  and  heavy  magnesium  carbonate  are 
successively  stirred  into  molten  zinc  and  tin,  the  mixture 
being  used  as  a  solder.  (McArthur.) 

Hard  Solder. — Zinc  with  18-19  per  cent.  tin. 

Soft  Solder. — Zinc  with  66-67  per  cent.  tin. 

Extra.  White  Solder.— -Tin  637,  copper  260,  zinc  100,  cad- 
mium 3. 

Extra  Soft  Solder. — The  above  with  bismuth  10  per  cent, 
and  zinc  in  place  of  copper.  (Galy.) 

Mercurous  chloride  19,  magnesium  chloride  15,  zinc  12, 
cadmium  9j  fused  with  tin.  (Rice.) 

Hard  Solder. — A:  aluminium  20.  silver  13,  copper  6, 
B:  aluminium  10,  cadmium  30.  Melt  separately  and  mix 
A  39  parts,  B  10  parts,  cadmium  15,  zinc  3,  tin  3.  (Millet.) 

Soft  Solder.— Zincwithan  equal  weight  of  cadmium  to 
raise  the  melting-point  with  copper  and  aluminium  alloy 
in  the  proportion  of  5  per  cent,  of  the  total  solder.  (Millet.) 

Solder  of_  tin  82^,  zinc  15,  bismuth  2^.  Flux  an  ammo- 
niacal  solution  of  nitre.  (Shone.) 

First  cover  with  silver  by  electro-deposition,  then  hard 
solder  with  equal  parts  of  brass,  zinc,  and  aluminium  or 
silver  10,  brass  10,  aluminium  14,  copper  2,  and  zinc  4. 
(Michelis.) 

An  alloy  used  as  solder,  consisting  of  cadmium  with  15  to 
30  per  cent,  of  zinc.  (Chatelier.) 

Solder  of  copper  10.  aluminium  2,  zinc  25,  tin  60,  cad- 
mium 3.    Flux  of  paraffin.  (Gruber.) 

Zinc  700,  aluminium  300.  tallow  50,  cast  into  rods.  Use 
copaiba  balsam  as  flux.  (Proisy.) 

Alkaline  pyrosulphate  as  flux,  aluminium  alloy  as  solder. 
(Fries.) 
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.7.  /.  (240/32). — There  are  recipes  for  pastes  of  various  kinds 
in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  which  you  have  obtained. 
Your  second  require"ment  we  cannot  decipher  ;  if  you  repeat  it, 
give  us  further  particulars  of  the  uses  of  the  article. 

R.  B.  (243/11). — Destroying  Ants. — The  substances  used  for 
this  purpose  are  (1)  arsenic  and  sugar  coloured  with  Paris 
green  ;  (2)  borax  and  sugar  solution  ;  (3)  carbon  bisulphide  ; 
(4)  alum-powder  ;  (5)  caustic  soda  mixed  with  kieselguhr  ;  (6) 
paraffin  containing  4  oz.  naphthalene  to  the  gallon  ;  (7)  aloes 
1  lb.,  camphor  6  oz.,  water  1  gal.  ;  (8)  carbolic  acid  3  oz.,  water 
1  gal.  ;  (9)  quicklime  1  lb.,  camphor  1  oz.  The  preparations 
containing  sugar  are  attractive  to  the  ants,  those  with  strong- 
smelling  ingredients  cause  the  insects  to  change  their  quarters. 
Arsenic  should  not  be  supplied  to  a  baker  for  use  in  the  bake- 
house, as  carelessness  would  be  serious. 

Toli-op  (233/58). — Linimentum  Potassii  Iodidi  cum  Sapone. 
The  following  recipe  for  the  liquid  form  of  this  liniment  was 
ijiven  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Jones  at  the  Sheffield  meeting  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  : 


Soft  soap    oij. 

Potassium  iodide    ...    3i*s- 

Glycerin         ...    ...  5j- 

Oil  of  lemon   ...  5j. 

Alcohol  (60-per-cent.)    Jx. 


Dissolve  the  soap,  preferably  by  a  gentle  heat,  in  the 
Imxture  of  alcohol,  glycerin,  and  essential  oil;  add  the  iodide 
Df  potassium,  and  shake  until  dissolved.  Decant  or  filter,  if 
necessary,  after  standing  a  few  hours. 

L:  7?.  (226/27).— Toilet-waters.—  Books  on  perfumery,  such 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  treat  of  this  subject,  but  we 
tnow  of  no  volume  exclusively  devoted  to  toilet-waters.  Con- 
sult the  bibliography  of  perfumcrv  in  the  C.  &  D.  Diary  for 
1906. 

A.  C.  M.  (230/36)  and  /.  C.  (243/67).— Toilet-cream.— Con- 
sult the  indexes  of  the  last  few  volumes  of  the  C.  <£•  D. 

Vj.  B.  (165/22).— Harness-dye. — The  following  are  two 
Vecipos  for  a  cheap  harness  dye  or  polish  : 

1. 

Gum  arabic   6  oz. 

Nigrosine       ...    5  oz. 

Acetic  acid    ...    1  gal. 

Glue   _   1  lb. 

Black  ink   1  pint 

Water    ...   4  pints 

Soak  the  glue  in  the  water  and  acetic  acid  overnight;  dis- 
solve the  gum  and  nigrosine  in  the  ink ;  mix  the  two  solutions, 
heat  on  a  water-bath  to  nearly  boiling-point,  and  when  cold 
bottle. 

2. 


Shellac  _   

...  12 

oz. 

Turpentine   

...  30 

oz. 

Methylated  spirit   

.     ...  4 

gal 

Venice  turpentine  ... 

...  2 

oz. 

Naphthalene  

...  1 

oz. 

Heavy  petroleum 

...  2 

oz. 

Ivory-black   

...  1 

oz. 

Nigrosine   

j. 

5 

oz. 

Dissolve  the  shellac  and  nigrosine  in  the  spirit  and  the 
naphthalene  in  the  turpentine,  mix,  and  add  the  other  in- 
gredients. The  ivory-black  should  be  ground  in  turpentine 
before  it  is  added. 

.7.  77.  M.  (Natal)  (231/18). — Repairing  Enamelled-iron 
Steam-pan. — We  do  not  think  you  will  succeed  without  prac- 
tice in  covering  the  bare  patches  of  an  enamelled-iron  pan. 
but  the  following  is  the  outline  of  the  process.  Cleanse  the 
part  with  sulphuric  acid  and  fine  sand.  Next  apply  mucilage 
and  <lust  upon  it  a  mixture  of  powdered  glass  65,  calcined 
roda  10,  boric  acid  3  ;  dry  at  212°  F.,  and  liquefy  under  a 
blowpipe  flame,  and  when  this  takes  place  sprinkle  with  a 
mixture  of  glass  65,  calcined  soda  10,  boracic  acid  2,  litharge  4. 

X.  (239/43).— -Kettle  Incrustrations.— These  are  generally 
Removed  by  knocking  the  outside  of  the  kettle  with  a  wooden 
mallet,  and  when  the  scale  has  been  removed  straightening 
the  dints  that  have  been  caused  in  the  process.  Chemical  means 
can  be  employed,  the  method  consisting  of  filling  the  vessel 
witli  hydrochloric  acid  and  water  equal  parts,  or^in  place  of 
the  hydrochloric  acid  use  acetic  acid.  The  acid  is  allowed  to 
remain  in  for  some  hours,  or  all  night  if  necessary,  when  the 
lime-salts  will  be  found  to  have  been  dissolved  or  so  softened 
that  they  can  be  scraped  off. 

7?.  A.  A.  (229/64).— Dental  Local  Anesthetic.— The  follow- 
ing formula  was  given  recently  in  the  "  Dental  Summary." 
The  product  is  stated  to  keep  well,  and  to  have  been  used  con- 
tinuously in  a  dental  college  clinic  for  five  years,  and  in  the 
private  practices  of  thirty  dentists,  without  a  single  case  of 
cocaine-poisoning.    The  preparation  needs  to  be  made  up  with 
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antiseptic  precautions  ;  the  formula  is  not  perfect,  but  serves 
as  a  model : 

Ac.  borici    gr.  iv. 

Cocain.  hydroch  gr.  xxxij. 

"  Listerine," 

Glycerini    aa.  sij. 

Menthol.    gr.  j. 

Aq.  dest.  ad  %ix. 

M.  ft.  sol.  anaesthetic. 

.7.  77.  73.  (255/13). — There  is  no  book  of  instructions  how  to 
buy  drugs.    That  is  a  matter  of  personal  experience. 


ftrabe^marfts  HppUet*  for. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  appli- 
cations should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Comp- 
troller-General of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the 
Patents  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane, 
London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned.  The 
objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form  No.  7/cost  £1, 
obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade  marks  Journal,"  October  2,  1907.) 

"  Semaphore  "  on  a  shield  bearing  a  semaphore  ;  for  chemicals. 
By  J.  E.  Williams  &  Co.,  109a  Lower  Moss  Lane,  Man- 
chester. 295,758. 

"  Smirttjng  "  ;  for  veterinary  chemicals.  By  B.  C.  Tipper  & 
Son,  Veterinary  Chemical-works,  43  and  45  Homer  Street, 
Balsall  Heath,  Birmingham.  295,940. 

"Protector"  carbolic  soap  (label  depicting  St.  George  and 
the  Dragon)  ;  for  carbolic  soap  in  Class  2.  By  United 
Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.,  30  James  Street,  Liverpool.  292,745. 

"  Electric  Beans  "  ;  for  pills.  By  R.  N.  Bates,  104  Sparks 
Street,  Ottawa,  Canada.  293,921. 

"  Camphoroid  "  ;  for  camphor,  naphthaline,  and  goods  in 
Class  3.  By  Chemische  Fabrik  Von  Heydeh  Akt.  ges, 
57  Leipzigerstrasse,  Radebeul,  near  Dresden,  Saxony. 
294,171. 

"  Malicura"  ;  for  medicine.    By  the  Westminster  Industrial 

and  Finance  Developments,  Ltd.,  3  Prince's  Mansions, 

68  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.  295,108. 
"  Cocoette  Pills";  for  pills.    By  Bene  &  Son,  28  Stanmore 

Road.  West  Green,  London,  N.  295,653. 
"Nerfos";  for  all  goods  in  Class  3.    Bv  W.  S.  Mitchell, 

35  King  Street,  Egremont,  Cheshire.  295,659. 
"  Grape-nuts  "  ;  for  all  goods  in  Class  4.   By  C.  W.  Post, 

Bangor  House,  66  Shoe  Lane,  London.  294,027. 
"  Toasties  " ;  for  all  goods  in  Class  4  and  Class  42.  By 

C.  W.  Post,  Bangor  House,  66  Shoe  Lane,  London. 

294,895,  294,896. 
Circular  device  ;  for  philosophical  and  scientific  instruments. 

By  George  Culver.  Ltd.,  99-105  White  Lion  Street,  Pen- 

tonville,  London,  N.  294.430. 
"  Lubrimeter  "  ;  for  philosophical  and  scientific  instruments. 

By  J.  E.  Garratt,  99  Southwark  Street,  London,  S.E. 

295,744. 

"  Sterilex  "  ;  for  all  goods  in  Class  11.  By  J.  L.  Hatrick  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  70  St.  John  Street,  Clerkenwell  Road,  London, 
E.C.  296,028. 

"  Nefosine  "  ;  for  ink-powders.  By  Veithardt  &  Co.,  16  East- 
cheap,  London,  E.C.  294,310. 

"  Conquesto  "  ;  for  cocoa,  chocolate,  etc.  Bv  H.  J.  Packer  & 
Co.,  89  Carlyle  Road,  Greenbank,  Bristol.  290,144. 

"  Onquest  "  ;  for  cocoa,  chocolate,  etc.  Bv  H.  J.  Packer  & 
Co.,  89  Carlyle  Road,  Greenbank,  Bristol.  290,839. 

"  MlLKOlD "  ;  for  infants'  and  invalids'  food.  By  the  Pax 
Manufacturing  Co.,  37  Chancery  Lane,  London,  E.C. 
291,793. 

"Trephona"  ("  Trepho  "  disclaimed);  for  food  ingredients. 
By  Trephona,  Ltd.,  21  Cathedral  Yard,  Exeter.  294,673. 

"  Limazone  "  ;  for  food  ingredients  and  for  aerated  waters. 
By  Stevenson  &  Howell,  Ltd.,  Standard  Works,  95a  South- 
wark Street,  London.    295,762,  295,763. 

"Bar-la"  (inscribed  over  a  girl  standing  on  a  globe  and 
holding  a  tray  with  a  bottle  on  it) ;  for  aerated  barley- 
water.  By  T.  F.  Hatterslev,  Albion  House,  Benethorpe, 
Doncaster,  Yorks.  293,419. 

"  Elixfr  Hygienique  Oxygenee"  (label  device);  for  an  alco- 
holic beverage  containing  oxygen.  By  the  Societe 
Anonvme  E.  Cusenier  fils  Aine  et  Cie.,  '226  Boulevard" 
Voltaire,  Paris.  294,083. 

"Glidol";  for  oils  in  Class  47.  By  Glidol  Oil  Co.,  Eldon 
Street  House,  3  Eldon  Street,  London.  E.C.  294,834. 

"Washene";  for  common  soap.  By  Victor  Talbot,  17  Stv 
Christopher's  Place,  London,  W.  295,360. 


